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                                                                  cÜxytvx 
                     Jammu and Kashmir the northern state of India has its own distinct 
cultural ethos. The state is enriched with the boundless beauty of snow-clad 
mountains, large natural lakes, forests, rivers and springs and has a vast potential for 
socio-economic development. But till the recent past, despite having  fertile soil, 
abundant mineral resources, the unlimited water supply in its snow-fed rivers, the 
immense green wealth of its vast forests, the matchless skill of its world famous crafts 
men and the salubrious climate, as some eminent writers have compared this 
Himalayan range with that of Switzerland,  Its inhabitants plunged into hunger, 
privation, epidemics and ignorance  and have had to track down to the towns of 
Punjab to work as coolies and other menial job workers in order to earn money to pay 
land revenue to the feudal administration and interest to the money lenders. The 
feudalism and its related institutions, therefore, made the people of Kashmir to launch 
a freedom struggle against the Dogra Autocracy. The freedom struggle was launched 
in 1931 and was organized, guided and conducted by Muslim Conference headed by 
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah. The main object and ideal of the freedom struggle was 
to seek a re-organised socio-economic and political system as fostered by the Dogras. So 
the freedom struggle  organized under National Conference gave itself a responsible 
Government  and in order to liberate the people of the state from  exploitation, 
oppression, backwardness, poverty etc., the National Conference presented to the 
people a programme in the form of a manifesto called ” Naya Kashmir” or “New 
Kashmir” and meanwhile Kashmir took strides in socio-economic development. So 
based on this back ground the present study “Socio-economic development of Jammu 
and Kashmir, A Case Study of Charari-Sharief Tehsil in J&K” is meant to analyse the 
process of socio-economic development in the political reconstruction after the decline 
of autocratic rule in 1947.   
           In order to make an analysis of socio-economic development of a region it is 
imperative to understand firstly the conceptual meaning of the socio-economic 
development and secondly get familiar with the socio- historical background of the 
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concerned region. So the present study is based on the same approach. The study 
instigates with a conceptual frame work of development in general and social and 
economic development in particular, factors responsible for both social and economic 
development and finally analysing the conceptual meaning of socio-economic 
development as undertaken by United Nations Development Programme by enlarging 
peoples choices, including living a long and healthy life, to be educated and to have an 
access to resources needed for a decent standard of living. Then consequently the study 
deals with an overview of socio-economic development of India, in the post  
independence period with respect to  implementation of Five Year Plans followed by 
economic reforms etc., subsequently the study dealt with an over view of socio-
economic development of Jammu and Kashmir in the political reconstruction after the 
end of autocratic rule in 1947. 
                 In the present study an attempt has been made to analyse the process of 
socio-economic development in Tehsil Charari-Sharief, the area of study, in association 
with the variables Agriculture & Horticulture, Art & Craft and Education. An 
attempt has also been made to find out the variation or disparities in the levels of 
achieved development and identify and delineate the areas or    variables lagging 
behind the process of socio-economic development in the area. The entire work has   
been divided into four main chapters. In the first chapter the framework of the      
study has been presented. Moreover the conceptual meaning and measurement of   
socio-economic development have been elucidated and the available literature about 
the research problem has been surveyed including a discussion over the theoretical 
literature and a deep study of various case studies have been consulted in the same 
chapter. Chapter second depicts the main points regarding the methodology used in   
the empirical course of investigation. Chapter third examines the process of socio-
economic development of the concerned region and the existing level of development 
both in sectors and overall which have been revealed as findings of the study in the 
same chapter. The fourth and last chapter imparts a concise survey of the main 
findings of the work. Moreover the findings suggest that the area of study       
viii 
 
witnessed a great developmental change but so far as the more rural and far-flung 
villages of the area are concerned, there exist inter-village disparities and a lot   
remains to be done in achieving the desired goals of policy of development and some 
suggestions for future strategy in relation to development have been presented in the 
same chapter. 
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1.1 Development: Concept and Approach  
                Development   is a founding belief of the modern world. In 
development 
all   the   modern advances   in Science, technology, democracy values,   ethics    
and social organization fuse into the single humanitarian project of producing a 
far better world.
1
 The Concept of development as a single great transformation, 
bound up with the advance of science and technology, owes much to the 
methodology of Max Weber; it concentrates upon particular processes of change 
and the emergence of a particular type of society and leads to the formulation of 
explanations and interpretations in terms of specific historical circumstances and 
general concepts about human action rather than in terms of comprehensive 
‘Laws of development”.
2
 Development is basically a change involving a 
modification in the existing man-environment relationship. In its strong sense, 
development means using the productive resources of society to improve the 
living conditions of the world’s most vulnerable people. So to bring about a 
steady improvement in man’s standard of living and his quality of life are only 
the external indices of the inner growth of man which development truly implies.
3
  
        Development is not a recent phenomenon, it has always been there. 
Humanity would not have reached the present stage, had there been no 
development. It is the conscious and institutionalized attempt for societal 
development or planned development, which is the unique phenomenon of the 
twentieth century. It started in the USSR (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) in 
1917, bred contempt for planning in the market economics in the twenties and 
thirties became accepted norms during the Second World War and acquired 
universal appeal in much of Asia, Africa and Latin America in the post war 
period. This history of planned development is not only short but also riddled 
with crisis-revolutions, depressions, wars, anti colonial struggles, famines, floods 
                                                            
1    Peet Richard with Elaine Hartwick. Theories of Development. 2005:1, New Delhi. Rawat 
     Publications 
2    T. B. Bottomore. Sociology A Guide to Problems and Literature. 1986:284, New Delhi. 
Blackie &       Son  Publications 
3    S. P Nagendra.  Development and Change Emerging Perspectives. 1994: 1, New Delhi. 
Concept       Publishing  Company 
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etc., there was neither time nor the opportunity to understand what development 
meant in the real sense. Development as promoted during the last 50 years or so 
was the product of European economic history of the last two centuries. The 
meaning it acquired was therefore based in favour of west European and 
American styles of Industrialization. More goods and more income became the 
major indicates of development. The theories and models which emerged from 
this were, therefore, partial and relevant to a given context. There is no general 
theory of development, as the universal meaning of development never received 
the attention it ought to have.
4
 This indicates simple one-dimensional definitions 
of development will not stand up to scrutiny. However attempts have been made 
from time to time to find simple patterns that may explain development. A broad 
characterization of development was put forward by Kuznets (1973), who 
maintained that development required high rates of growth of per capita Gross 
National Product (GNP) of population and of total factor productivity (especially 
labor productivity). It also required high rates of social, ideological and political 
transformation (through modernization). This in turn involves increased 
rationality, planning, equality and improved institution and attitudes. It also 
requires greater international economic links through increased exports and 
greater international influence.
5
 Denis Goulet in 1971 distinguished three basic 
core values in the wider meaning of development; namely life sustenance, self 
esteem and freedom. No country can be considered fully developed if it is not 
able to provide its entire people with basic needs that sustain life, such as food, 
clothing, shelter and minimal education. The basic needs approach to 
development was initiated by the World Bank in 1970’s. No country can be 
regarded as fully developed if it is dominated by others and lacks the power to 
conduct international relations on equal terms. It is self esteem that propels 
countries to seek development and cast off the sense of dependence associated 
with an inferior economic status. And freedom is the freedom from “Want, 
ignorance and squalor”. So that people are better enabled to determine their way 
                                                            
4
   R.P Misra.  Development Issues of Our Times. 2005: 35, New Delhi. Concept Publishing 
Company  
5
   Uma S. Kambhampati.  Development and the Developing World. 2004:12, USA. Blackwell 
     Publishing Ltd. 
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of life, choose what to do.
6
  Charles P. Kindleberger and Bruce Herrick (1977) 
point out that generally development includes improvements in material welfare, 
eradication of mass poverty, illiteracy, disease and early death.
7
 Development 
implies change, and this is one sense in which the term development is used that 
is to describe the process of economic and social transformation within countries. 
Friedman defines growth as an expansion of the system in one or more 
dimensions without a change in its structures, and development as an innovative 
process leading to the structural transformation of social systems. 
8
  T.B 
Bottomore pointed out, the term “development has been used …. First, to refer to 
the distinction between two types of present day societies, on the one hand 
industrial societies and on the other hand all the societies of very different types 
in other respects which are predominantly rural and agricultural and have 
relatively low levels of income  and secondly to being industrialized.
9
 
In most recent sociological writing the term “development” has been used 
in quite  different societies, on one side the prosperous industrial societies and on 
the other side all those societies (very diverse in other respects) which are 
predominantly rural, agricultural and poor and secondly to described the process 
of industrialization or modernization. This current notion of development has 
several distinctive features. It is not dependent upon a general theory of social 
evolution or development covering the whole span of human history, but deals 
with a specific kind of change, occurring at the present time or in the recent past, 
which can be represented in a simple historical model as a movement through 
three stages; traditional society, transitional society, modern society. 
Furthermore, studies of development in this sense have concentrated particularly 
upon economic growth, and in so doing they have brought out what was implicit 
in many of the theories; namely; that the growth of knowledge and  control over 
nature or in other words, the development of human powers of production is the 
                                                            
6   A.P Thirwall.  Growth and Development. 2003:19, Kundli India. Palgrave Macmillian Replike 
Press      Pvt. Ltd  
7
   Misra & Puri. Indian Economy, Its Development Experience. 2008:9, Mumbai. Himalaya 
     publication House Ltd 
8
    Ibid.p.10 
9
    Dharma Vir B.P Sharma. Socio-Cultural Development a  Global Perspective. 1989:214, New 
Delhi.      Classical Publishing Company 
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most significant element in the transformation of society.
10
  So Development 
embraces both growth and decline. An economy can grow but it may not develop 
because poverty, unemployment and inequalities may continue to persist due to 
the absence of technological and structural changes. This is true in the case of 
India. Though India has achieved economic growth since the launch of reforms in 
the early 1990’s. It still has a long way to go as far as development is concerned. 
So the objectives of development may be briefly put as: 
a) To increase the availability and widen the distribution of basic life- 
sustaining goods such as food, shelter and health. 
b) To raise levels of living including in addition to higher incomes the 
provision of more jobs, better education and greater attention to 
cultural and humanistic values, all of which not only serve to enhance 
material well being but also generate greater individual and national 
self esteem.  
c) To expand the range of economic and social choices available to 
individuals and nations by freeing them from dependence on other 
nations.
11
 
1.2     Social Development 
Social Development is an old concept as in earlier social science literature 
it was used synonymously with “social evolution”. The major stages in the 
evolution of human society, presented a profile of social development. The 
significant landmarks in this evolutionary sequence - Savagery, barbarism and 
civilization; the last divided into pre-industrial and industrial phases, signified 
certain important shifts in societal attributes. Many evolutionists invested a near 
universality and inevitability in these evolutionary sequences, the attainment of 
each successive stage was believed to register “Progress”.
12
 However in 
contemporary usage social development is acquiring a new meaning. The British 
sociologist Leonard Hobhouse was one of the first social scientists to use the term 
                                                            
10
    T. B. Bottomore. Op. Cit. p.286  
11
    Misra & Puri  Op. Cit. p.9 
12
    S.C. Dube. Tradition and Development. I994:83, New Delhi. Vikas Publishing House Pvt.  
Ltd 
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‘social development’ in a systematic way.
13
 The term social development is now 
more popularly used to refer the process of inducing changes in societies termed 
as under developed or poor. The earlier terms used to refer to the same objective 
were “development” or “economic development”.
14
 
 The re-examination of the concept of economic development has led to 
its broadening into the concept of social development. The United Nations and its 
many associated agencies have had a great deal to do with the gradual adoption 
of this new concept by the developing countries. The concept of social 
development is inclusive of economic development but differs from it in the 
sense that it emphasizes the development of the totality of society in its 
economic, political, social and cultural aspects. In this sense, social development 
planning is not concerned with planning exclusively for social services, any more 
it is with the exclusive planning of economic growth. There are many areas apart 
from social services, wherein the social perspective has relevance. Prominent 
among these are relating to population policy, policy relating to urbanization, 
industrial location and environmental pollution, policies relating to regional 
development, policies of income growth, income  distribution and land reforms, 
policies governing administration and peoples participation in planning and in the 
implementation of plans.
15
 
Social development is thus not a plea for a larger allocation for social 
services, though such allocations may be justified on other grounds; it is really a 
plea for an integrated view of the scope of development which should embrace 
development in all its varied facets. Such a view would not result in a plan for 
economic development which is expressed only in terms of financial and raw 
material allocations but would indicate simultaneously the political,  socio-
structural and cultural goals, and infrastructures that are necessary both as a 
means to achieve economic development and as ends in themselves. A social 
development perspective cannot permit of propositions in which economic 
development comes first and is later followed by steps to ensure distributive 
                                                            
13
   James Midley. Social Development. 1999:29, New Delhi. Sage publications 
14
   H.Y.Siddiqui. Social Development in Indian Subcontinent. 2004:11, New Delhi. Rawat 
publication 
15
   M. S. Gore.  Social Development. 2003:20, New Delhi. Rawat publications 
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justice through a modified incomes policy or through provision of an extended 
network of tax supported social services. In this sense, social development as 
distinct from economic development involves planning for simultaneous 
development on many different flanks.
16
 This has further been emphasized by the 
united Nations, “Thus qualitative and structural change in the society must go 
hand in hand with economic growth and existing disparities regional, sectoral and 
social should be substantively reduced. These objectives are both determining 
factors and end results of development; they should therefore be viewed as 
integrated parts of the same dynamic process” (United Nations, 1975). From this 
statement of United Nations, we discern that social development is a broader 
concept and means something more than merely economic, political or 
environmental development.
17
 Social development according to James Midgley is 
a “process of planned social change designed to promote the well-being of the 
population as a whole in conjunction with a dynamic process of economic 
development”. It is not merely an endeavor for providing adhoc growth targets in 
each of the separate sectors of planning of values. This type of social 
development planning has existed in all the developing countries. Most of the 
development plans provide for economic physical, infrastructural, educational, 
health and welfare targets of growth or expansion. In nut shell, social 
development planning requires the perception and delineation of the nature of 
interrelationships between the different sectors. As stated earlier, social 
development is an integrative concept and this integration depends upon 
enunciation type of society and the social groups towards which planning is to be 
under taken.
18
 Like most other formal definitions, it attempts to capture the 
essence of the social development perspective and its key aspects as the process 
of social development is linked to economic development. Social development is 
about enabling people to satisfy basic human needs while at the same time taking 
responsibility for their own lives and for the well-being of their communities; it is 
based on values of personal dignity and mutual respect. It attempts to release the 
                                                            
16
   Ibid 
17
   Gulam Nabi Itoo. Women & Children: Sociological Perspectives from Jammu & Kashmir. 
1999:3,       New Delhi. Gyan  Sagar  publications  
18
   M. S. Gore. Op. Cit. p.21 
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positive forces of creativity and full human potential.
19
 It is this aspect which 
gives social development a unique character when compared to other 
institutionalized approaches for enhancing people’s welfare. Although social 
development is similar to the approaches because it focuses on social problems 
and implements social policies and programmes that enhance welfare, it does so 
within the context of the development process.
20
 Thus the concept of social 
development invokes a sense of process, defined in conceptual terms as having 
three aspects: first, a pre-existing social condition that social development seeks 
to change; second, the process of change itself; and finally, the end state in which 
social development goals are accomplished.
21
 
1.2.1    Indicators of Social Development 
Measuring the level of social development is a matter of debate; however 
like economic development it is necessary to be able to measure the level or 
degree of social development in a particular area or society at a particular time, so 
that one can make comparison between areas or societies and record changes 
over time. In order to do this one must select appropriate indicators that can be 
measured in order to give information regarding the level or degree of social 
development. When selecting appropriate indicators of social development, there 
exist three main requirements which need to be considered. Firstly the indicators 
should provide an adequate reflection of the type of social development one is 
trying to measure. This means  that they should cover all relevant  aspects of 
social development (social characteristics, quality of life, social services & social 
justice) and they should reflect  what is generally agreed  as being a ‘positive’ 
change in these characteristics. In some cases, this is relatively easy. For example 
there are some fairly obvious and generally accepted indicators per capita 
income, food consumption, quality of housing, distance to the nearest school, 
health facilities, sanitation facilities, population per doctor, education levels, 
employment, income levels, expectation of life at birth, child mortality rates, 
maternal mortality rate, availability of safe drinking water and toilets etc., are 
                                                            
19
   Digumarti Bhaskara Rao.  World Summit for Social Development. 1998: vii, New Delhi. 
Discovery       Publishing  House 
20
   James Midley. Op.Cit. p.26  
21
   Ibid 
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taken as important indicators of social development
22
. However there are still 
debatable issues regarding the exact measurement of social development.  
In more recent discussions the notion of social development has focused 
on the “quality of life”. Social development is more comprehensive than 
economic development; it subsumes the latter, but it aims at the attainment of 
certain wider social objectives. These objectives have not been precisely defined 
and the concept of social development itself has not been rigorously codified. The 
overt and covert dimensions of the concept however are the subject of a 
meaningful debate and some tentative formulations of the indicators of social 
development as well as the quality of life are beginning to emerge.
23
  The 
“quality of life” would depend on conceptualizing the human need-structure in a 
new perspective and on making adequate provision for it. The need structure will 
include: (i) Survival needs, with provision of food, shelter, gainful employment, 
preventive and curative medicine and protection of life and property. (ii) Societal 
needs, involving promotion of community-ness and social cohesion; creation of 
effective conflict- resolving and consensus-building mechanism; and evolving 
and enforcing norms of social discipline. (iii) Welfare needs, including measures 
that offer a fair deal to the weak, the disabled, the handicapped, and the 
vulnerable. In operationalizing them care will have to be taken to ensure that they 
do not indirectly contribute to the growth of a parasitical class. (iv) Psychic and 
cultural needs, including provision for personal freedom and privacy; leisure and 
its creative utilization and equal opportunity for advancement and general 
development.(v) Adoptive needs, requiring mechanisms for scanning the social, 
cultural, psychological and physical environments as well as for identifying and 
effecting modifications necessitated by changes in these environments. (vi) 
Progress needs, involving sharpening of problem-anticipating and problem-
solving capabilities, growth of scientific and technological research, and 
development of human engineering skills. Adoptive and progress needs make 
three kinds of demands: skills in environmental surveillance, foresight regarding 
problems that are likely to come up, and innovative capability to find solution to 
them through scientific technological and behavioral research. For evolving a 
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proper normative structure of social development and for evaluating the trends of 
change, the necessary steps are: a balanced and reliable assessment of the 
contemporary social situation, an in-depth examination of key problem areas, and 
scientific forecasts of possible trends.
24
  
1.3   Economic Development 
Economic Development is a process whereby an economy’s real national 
income increases over a long period of time and if the rate of development is 
greater than rate of population growth, then per capita real income will increase.
25
 
The basic approach towards defining the concept of economic development 
relates to that of Gerald M. Meier and Robert E. Baldwin who have attempted to 
present a basic definition of a concept which itself is primary to the problem of 
development and to the understanding of the nature of an underdeveloped area.
26
 
In the present day development economics one finds broadly two main 
approaches to the concept of economic development. These are; the traditional 
approach and the new welfare oriented approach. The traditional approach 
defines economic development strictly in economic terms and stresses two 
aspects: Sustained annual increase in GDP at the rate of 7 per cent or more and 
Structural transformation of an agrarian economy into an industrial economy.
27
 
For the exponents of traditional approach economic development implies a 
sustained annual increase in the GNP at rates varying from 5 to 7 per cent or 
more together with such changes in the structure of production and employment 
that the share of agriculture declines in both, whereas those of the manufacturing 
and tertiary sectors increase. The policy measures thus suggested are the ones 
which induce industrialization at the expense of agricultural development. 
Objectives of poverty elimination, reduction in economic inequalities and 
employment generation are mentioned in passing reference only and in most 
cases it is assumed that rapid gains in overall growth in GNP or per capita 
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national product would trickle down to people in one form or the other.
28
 In the 
New welfare Oriented Approach;  Jacob Viner was probably the first economist 
who in the early 1950s argued that it was not correct to claim that a country was 
achieving economic progress as long as the incidence of poverty in the country 
had not diminished. Although his views deserved greater attention yet they failed 
to receive any support until the beginning of the 1970’s.
29
 Because till  1960’s the 
term “Economic Development” was often used as a synonym of “economic 
growth” in economic literature but about 40% of the developing world’s 
population had not benefited at all from economic growth  during the 1950’s and 
1960’s. So an increasing number of economists called for the rejection of the 
narrow definition of economic development and during 1970’s they redefined the 
concept of economic development in terms of the reduction or elimination of 
poverty, inequality and unemployment in the context of growing economy. Now 
economic development is no longer considered identical with economic growth. 
It is taken to mean growth plus progressive changes in certain crucial variables 
which determine the well-being of the people. There are qualitative dimensions in 
the development process which may be missing the growth of an economy 
expressed in terms of an increase in the national product or the product per capita. 
Development economists are no longer impressed by the growth performance of 
a country which gets reflected in the rise in its GDP or GNP; they now 
concentrate more directly on the development process. In this phase 
“Redistribution with Growth” became the popular slogan. Taking in this frame 
work, Charles P. Kindleberger and Bruce Herrick argued,” Economic 
development is generally defined to include improvements in material welfare, 
especially for persons with the lowest incomes, the eradication of mass poverty 
with its correlates of illiteracy, disease and early death, changes in the 
composition of inputs and out puts that generally include shifts in the underlying 
structure of production away from agricultural towards industrial activities. The 
organization of the economy in such a way that productive employment is 
general among the working age population rather than the situation of a 
privileged minority; and the correspondingly greater participation of broadly 
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based groups in making decisions about the direction, economic and otherwise, in 
which they should move to improve   their   welfare”. 
Dudley Seers     raised   some   basic     questions   while    conceptualizing 
economic development.  He asserted,  “The questions to ask about a country’s  
economic development are therefore: What has been happening to poverty,  
unemployment and inequality;  if all three  of these have declined from high 
levels, then beyond doubt this has been a period of development for the country 
concerned. If one or two of these central problems have been growing worse, 
especially if all three have, it would be strange to call the result ‘development’ 
even if per capita income doubled. This line of argument is based on the practical 
experience of a number of third world countries. Leaving aside a few socialist 
developing countries, growth efforts have completely bypassed the poorest in the 
developing nations of Asia, Africa and Latin America. Increasingly some of these 
countries have recorded spectacular increase in GNP for quite some time, and yet 
both income inequalities and poverty have grown. According to the traditional 
approach, these countries are characterized as developing, whereas by the more 
recent poverty, equality and employment criteria they are still backward.
30
 
Mahbub-ul-Haq has remarked, “The problem of Economic development must be 
defined as a selective attack on the worst forms of poverty. Development goals 
must be defined in terms of progressive reduction and eventual elimination of 
mal-nutrition, disease, illiteracy, squalor, unemployment and inequalities. We 
were taught to take care of our GNP because it would take care of poverty. Let us 
reverse this and take care of poverty because it will take care of the GNP. In other 
words, let us worry about the content of GNP even more than its rates of 
increase”.
31
 The University of Iowa’s center for international finance and 
development states that Economic development is a term that economists, 
politicians and others have used frequently in the 20
th
 century. The concept 
however has been in existence in the west for centuries. Modernization, 
westernization and industrialization are other terms people have used when 
discussing economic development. Although no one is sure when the concept 
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originated, most people agree that it is closely bound up with the evolution of 
capitalism and the demise of feudalism.
32
  
Economic development is thus a process involving noble ideals and Third 
world countries without exception are striving hard to make it successful. This 
characterization of development with lofty goals is certainly very attractive; 
nonetheless its realization is difficult. For about four decades people in the less 
developed countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America have been relentlessly 
trying to overcome their problems of poverty, unemployment and social injustice, 
but their achievements are shockingly dismal. In most cases the Policies of the 
state are such that no social transformation is possible unless the oppressive 
regime serving the interests of the elite is thrown out of Power.
33
  
1.3.1   Indicators of Economic Development  
Economic development is such a complex phenomenon that no single 
criterion is sufficient to determine the degree of such development. However 
from time to time economists have been expressing their views with varying 
degree of emphasis on different criteria or indicators measuring the economic 
development. Broadly speaking, we may place these indicators into three 
categories; Economic, Social and Welfare Indicators. 
Economic Indicators: The Per Capita Gross National Product (GNP) is 
often used as a summary index of the relative economic well-being of people in 
different nations. Increase in real national income has always been regarded as a 
basic and fundamental criterion for the determination of economic development. 
The GNP itself is the most commonly used measure of the overall level of 
economic activity. It is calculated as the total domestic and foreign value 
additions claimed by countries residents without making deductions for 
depreciation of the domestic capital stock. The gross domestic product (GDP) 
measures the total value for final use of output produced by an economy, by both 
residents and non-residents. Thus, GNP comprises GDP plus the difference 
between the income residents receive from abroad for factor services (labour and 
capital) less payments made to non-residents who contribute to the domestic 
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economy.
34
 GNP Per Capita, The second indicator relates to an increase in the per 
capita real income of the economy over the long period. 
Economists are one in defining economic development in terms of an 
increase in per capita real income or output. Meier defines economic 
development “as the process whereby the real per capita income of a country 
increases over a long period of time, subject to the stipulations that the number of 
people below an ‘absolute poverty line’ does not increase, and the distribution of 
income does not become more unequal. This indicator of economic growth 
purports to emphasize that for economic development the rate of increase per 
capita income should be higher than the growth rate of population. But 
difficulties still remain.
35
    
Social Indicators: Certain economists found GNP/GDP and GNP per 
capita as inappropriate measures of economic development and tried to measure 
it in terms of social indicators. Economists include a wide variety of social 
indicators. Some are “inputs” such as nutritional standards or number of hospital 
beds or doctors per head of population, while others may be ‘out puts’ 
corresponding to these inputs such as improvements in health in terms of infant 
mortality rates, sickness rates etc., Social indicators are often referred to as the 
basic needs for development. Basic needs focus on alleviation of poverty by 
providing basic human needs to the poor as the direct provision of such basic 
needs as health, education, food, sanitation and housing affects poverty in a 
shorter period and with fewer monetary resources than GNP, GNP per capita 
strategy which aims at increasing productivity and incomes of the poor 
automatically over the long run. Basic needs lead to a higher level of productivity 
and income through human development in the form of educated and healthy 
people. The merit of social indicators is that they are concerned with ends, the 
ends being   development of human beings but economic development is a means 
to these ends. Hicks and Streeten consider six social indicators for basic needs: 
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  Basic Need                     Indicator 
1.    Health                      Life expectancy at birth. 
2.    Education                Literacy signifying primary school enrollment as 
percent                                            of Population.                 
3.    Food                         Calorie supply per head. 
4.    Water supply          Infant mortality and percentage of population with 
                                           access  to portable water. 
5.    Sanitation                 Infant mortality with access to sanitation. 
6.    Housing                    None. 
Except for calorie supply per head, all other indicators are output 
indicators. Among these, infant mortality is both the indicator of sanitation and 
clean drinking water facilities because children are prone to water-borne diseases. 
It is also related to life expectancy at birth and nutritional deficiencies among 
infants. Thus, the infant mortality rate measures four of the six basic needs.
36
 
Welfare Indicators: From the point of view of welfare indicators, 
economic development is regarded as a process whereby there is an increase in 
the consumption of goods and services of individuals. According to Okun and 
Richardson, economic development is a “sustained, secular improvement in 
material well-being, which we may consider to be reflected in an increasing flow 
of goods and services”.
37
 Modern economists relate the concept of development 
to personal and community welfare which requires some kind of agreement on 
the various dimension of welfare. These would obviously include basic 
necessities of life, education, health, employment and equity in the distribution of 
income and wealth. There is a broad agreement on these indicators of 
development, but one can always think of some more indicators of welfare to 
make the list more comprehensive further, each of these indicators is to be 
measured in a different way and any attempt to combine them in a single index of 
development will involve at least some degree of arbitrariness. However 
economists now believe that in comparison to per capita national income the 
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composite index of development despite all its limitations is far more used to 
measure the economic welfare of the people in a country.
38
 
In the past a number of attempts have been made by economists to 
prepare comprehensive indices of development by assigning weights to various 
indicators. Everett E. Hagen has examined eleven indicators. These are quite 
representative of social  and personal welfare as they cover health and nutrition, 
education, employment, use of basic industrial products, communication and 
other services, consumption of durable goods, urbanization and GNP per capita. 
Donald H. Niwiaroski has considered fourteen indicators out of which only seven 
are common in his and Hagen’s indices. The UNRISD (United Nations Research 
Institute for Social Development) index includes sixteen indicators. This index 
assigns much less importance to consume goods than the other two indices. 
However, there is one thing that is common to all the three indices of 
development. They all assign great importance to health, nutrition and education 
as welfare indicators.
39
  
Most economists agree that an index of development based on a good 
number of socio-economic indicators provide a more accurate measure of social 
and personal welfare than per capita national income. Some others however 
consider even this approach as unsatisfactory. They assert that in the first place 
the studies seeking to measure economic development in terms of socio-
economic indicators of development by their choice of indicators themselves 
have actually measured structural change rather than change in human welfare. 
Secondly, as is clear from the indicators in these studies, their implicit 
assumption is that developing countries must develop along the lines of 
developed countries. Thirdly, the choice of indicators suggests that usually the 
emphasis is on measuring inputs, such as number of physicians or nurses per 
1,000 population or enrollment rates in schools to measure health and education, 
whereas the stress should have been on measuring out puts, such as life 
expectancy and literacy rates. Finally, like the national income data statistical 
information for most of the indicators is both incomplete and unreliable in a large 
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number of countries. Some indicators suffer from conceptual problems also e.g., 
often in the health statistics treatment by indigenous medicines is not considered. 
Similarly, adjustments are not made in nutrition data for differences in the 
climate and age structure of the population.
40
 
Keeping in view these criticisms some economists have attempted to 
develop composite indicators that measure economic development in terms of 
quality of life or meeting the basic needs of the mass of the population. The most 
well-known study following this approach is by Morris D. Morris who used three 
indicators, life expectancy at age one, infant mortality, and literacy - to construct 
a simple composite index (PQLI).  For each indicator the performance of 
individual countries is rated on a scale of 1 to 100, where 1 represents the worst 
case and 100 the best case. For life expectancy, Morris assigned the upper age 
limit of 100 to 77 years- the life expectancy achieved by Sweden in 1973- and the 
lower age limit of 1 to 20, the life expectancy of Guinea Bissau in 1950. 
Likewise, scales were set for infant mortality and literacy rates. Since the three 
indicators were assigned equal weights. The composite index (PQLI) for each 
country was calculated by averaging the three ratings. Various studies revealed 
that generally countries with low per capita GNPs had low PQLI and countries 
with high per capita GNPs had high PQLI. But there were number of exceptions. 
Some countries with very low GNPs had reasonably high PQLIs. Whereas others 
with per capita GNPs had low PQLIs. This implies that a relatively poor country 
pursuing egalitarian policies and ensuring satisfaction of basic needs of all the 
people in the country could have high PQLI. As compared to per capita GNP the 
PQLI is a far more reliable measure of development. There is general agreement 
that improvements in life expectancy and literacy and reduction in infant 
mortality reflect over all development progress because countries cannot achieve 
high values for life expectancy and low value for infant mortality unless majority 
of their population are getting the benefits of progress in each these areas. The 
PQLI has however been criticized by some economists. Their contention is that it 
is a limited measure as it fails to incorporate many other good indicators used in 
constructing the index, particularly when two indicators - life expectancy and 
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infant mortality, relate to the same phenomenon. At present the most acceptable 
measure of development is the Human Development Index.
41
 
Human Development is a process of widening people’s choices as well as 
raising the well being achieved. The economists like Amaratya sen and 
Mehboob-ul-Haq advocated the concept of Human Development. The defining 
difference between the economic growth and the human development schools is 
that the first focuses exclusively on the expansion of only one choice-income-
while the second embraces the enlargement of all human choices- whether 
economical, social, cultural, or political. It is sometimes suggested that the 
expansion of income can enlarge all other choices as well. But many human 
choices that extend far beyond economic well- being- knowledge, health, a clean 
physical environment, political freedom and simple pleasure of life are not 
dependent on income. Accumulation of wealth can expand the choices of the 
people in these areas. But this is not necessary. The use that people make of their 
wealth, not the wealth itself is decisive. And unless societies recognize their 
wealth is their people, an excessive obsession with creating material can obscure 
the goal of enriching human lives.
42
 The Premise of this approach is that people 
are beneficiaries of development. National income and economic growth do not 
automatically translated into the betterment of life. In the focus of human 
development, income is a means not an end in itself. So the attainment of high 
levels of income is spent to benefit the people. According to the concept of 
human development, income clearly is only one option that people would like to 
have, though certainly an important one. But it is not the sum- total of their lives. 
The purpose of development is to enlarge all human choices, not just income.
43
 
1.4   Relationship between Social and Economic Development  
Within the dynamic process of development, social development and 
economic development are the two sides of the same coin. Social development 
cannot take place without economic development. Economic development is 
meaningless unless it is accompanied by improvements in social services or 
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social welfare for the population as a whole.
44
 However there has been much 
debate on this subject (relationship between social and economic development) 
among academics and international aid agencies. In the 1950’s the main emphasis 
was on economic growth. But by the mid 1960’s, it was recognized that social 
issues must also be considered. It was particularly noted that improvements in 
health and education contribute to economic productivity. The social factors like 
social structures, cultural practices, attitudes towards development etc., affect the 
success of economic development projects and the national economic growth can 
increase the gap between rich and poor unless conscious measures are taken to 
prevent this happening. This led to a change in focus during the 1970’s, resulting 
in an emphasis on meeting ‘basic human needs’, the provision of social services, 
participatory development approaches and growth with equity policies. This new 
focus was consistent with the ideologies of many developing countries, especially 
those with a ‘socialistic’ bias. However by the early 1980’s there were signs of 
another change, due to the fact that many of these supposedly ‘developing’ 
countries were experiencing severe economic problems and were in many 
respects becoming less developed. There were many reasons for these problems, 
but it was widely believed that one reason was that too much emphasis had been 
placed on social development, especially the provision of social services and 
attempts to reduce the gap between rich and poor by curbing private enterprise, at 
the expanse of economic growth. The 1980s, therefore, were characterized by a 
renewed  emphasis on economic growth, manifested in the form of free-market, 
‘monetarist’ policies, advocated in particular by the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) under the name of stabilization and 
‘structural adjustment’ programmes. The early 1990’s have witnessed a 
continuation of these policies, reinforced by the collapse of the centrally-planned 
socialist economies of the former ‘eastern bloc’ countries. However, there have 
been some slight but significant changes. In the first place, considerable concern 
has been expressed at both national and international levels about the impact of 
structural adjustment programmes on social development, especially the increase 
in poverty due to unemployment. Inflation and the introduction of (or increase in) 
charges for social services. These problems were recognized by IMF 
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(International Monetary Fund) and World Bank during the 1980’s, resulting in 
the incorporation of measures to ameliorate the worst of these effects into the 
structural adjustment would be a induction of poverty. There is increasing 
evidence to suggest that if or when the economic benefits of structural adjustment 
occur, there may be little to reduce poverty and will probably  increase inequality. 
Because of these concerns, the World Bank has launched a major initiative to try 
to tackle the problem of poverty, particularly- but not only in Africa. The other 
change has been an increase in concern about ‘democracy’ and human rights, 
which has been closely associated with the collapse of the former eastern bloc 
and the widespread disillusionment with socialist ideologies. The most obvious 
implications of this are the moves  from one party to multi-party political systems 
and the increasing pressure (from within the countries concerned  and outside) on 
governments which infringe basic human rights e.g. by restricting the press, 
detaining people without charge, and mistreating ‘political’ prisoners. In other 
words a new dimension of social development has begun to attract attention.
45
 
1.5 Conceptual meaning and measurement of socio-economic  
         Development 
There is considerable disagreement over the meaning and measurement of 
Socio-economic Development and what actually constitutes “true development”. 
Most of the theories attempts to explain international disparities in economic 
wealth and social welfare. Socio-economic development, in this sense refers to 
the ability to produce an adequate and growing supply of goods and services 
productively and efficiently, to accumulate capital and to distribute the fruits 
production in a relatively equitable manner. The gap between rich and poor 
developed and under developed or first and third world nations reflects variations 
in these socio-economic capacities. While there is widespread agreement that 
Socio-economic development involves production, accumulation and distribution 
processes, the study of development has been heavily influenced by particular 
sociological concepts and economic measures. Sociological studies have 
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emphasized the traditional to modern transition as part of the larger process of 
social change.
46
 
Most leading sociologists defined social change as a process which 
transforms small, simple and homogeneous communities into large, complex and 
heterogeneous societies and promotes modernity. A major issue among 
sociologists concerned with the study of social change was whether human 
beings could or should seek to influence the process of change. Many sociologists 
at the time rejected any attempt to direct society’s evolution. The famous British 
sociologist Herbert Spencer was particular opposed to government intervention in 
social affairs and he even opposed the giving of charity. He argued that efforts by 
human beings to interfere with the natural process of change will disrupt the 
evolutionary development of society and impede its progress towards higher 
levels of civilization. Other sociologists disagreed with Spencer and argued that 
attempts should be made to influence social evolution. In the United States, a 
major critic of Spencer’s ideas was Lester Ward and another writer who 
disagreed with Spencer was the British sociologist, Leonard Hobhouse, who 
published a book entitled ‘Social Development’ in 1924. Hobhouse believed that 
rational human action can steer the process of social change in desirable 
directions.
47
 
Economists on the other hand, tend to view development in terms of 
economic growth. In economic terms development implies improving the 
condition of life, economics is knowledge about the effective use of resources in 
producing the material basis of life. Therefore, development is fundamentally an 
economic process, economics has an abiding interest in development and all 
theories of development have significant economic dimensions. Economic 
theories stemming from the classical tradition of Adam Smith and David Ricardo  
out lined in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, continued in 
nineteenth century neo-classical (marginal) economics, modified by twentieth- 
century Keynesian economics and resuscitated in the new classical economics of 
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the late twentieth century.
48
 Each of these perspectives has shaped the 
contemporary definition of Socio-economic development. 
The latest and the most ambitious attempt to analyze the comparative 
status of socio-economic development in both developing and developed nations 
systematically and comprehensively have been undertaken by the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) in its Annual Human Development Reports. 
The first Human Development Report (HDR) of the United Nations Development 
Programme was published  in 1990 and  defines Human development as a 
process of enlarging peoples choices, including living a long and healthy life, to 
be educated  and to have an access to resources needed for a decent standard of 
living. However these choices can be infinite and change over time. But three 
choices are vital for enhancement of human development. These are (i) To lead a 
long and healthy life (ii) To acquire knowledge and (iii) To have access to 
resources for a decent standard of living. If these choices are not available, many 
other opportunities remain inaccessible (UNDP 1990: Human Development 
Report). This marked the launch of what proved to be the most influential 
concepts. Three well honored economists’ namely, Mahboob-ul-Haq, Amritya 
Sen and Paul Streeten played active role in its promotion.
49
 After many decades 
of development, we are rediscovering the obvious - that people are both the 
means and the end of development (Mehboob-ul-Haq). The concept of human 
development draws on the greatness of human potentiality despite our narrow 
circumscribed lives (Amaritya Sen). Human development puts people back at 
centre stage (Paul streetens).
50
 
While Human Development is indeed the ‘end’ of all activities, its 
measurement is not an easy task. To overcome the limitations of taking a single 
measure of Per capita income as an index of development, the UNDP Published 
the  first Human Development Report in 1990 in which it introduces a new way 
of measuring human development by combining indicators of life expectancy, 
educational attainment and income into a composite development, the Human 
Development Index (HDI). The HDI is the composite of three indicators of 
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Human Development- longevity, knowledge and standard of living. Longevity is 
measured by life expectancy at birth, knowledge or educational attainment by a 
combination of adult literacy and combined primary, secondary, tertiary 
enrollment ratio (one-third weight) and standard of living is measured by real 
GDP Per capita & PPP (Purchasing power parity  in dollars)
51
.  
1.6   Socio-Economic Development of India: An Overview  
At the time of independence in 1947, India had a typically backward 
economy as India inherited a dismal economy from the British rulers. Owing to 
poor technological and scientific capabilities, industrialization was limited. 
Agriculture sector exhibited features of feudal and semi-feudal institutions, 
resulting into low productivity. Means of transport and communication were 
underdeveloped, dedication and health facilities inadequate, and social security 
measures virtually non-existent, in brief, poverty was rampant and unemployment 
widespread, both making for low general standard of living. In short, the country 
was backward in every respect.
52
 These were the socio-economic setting under 
which the founding fathers had to chart out a programme of nation building. In 
their collective wisdom, they adopted the middle course of a mixed economy, 
assigning a pivotal role to public sector and economic planning. This new 
approach to economic and social development was set within a framework of 
parliamentary democracy guaranteeing universal franchise.  So India began the 
process of socio-economic development with the start of the five year plans 
because at the time of independence, the then Prime minister Sheri Jawaharlal 
Nehru, in his famous “tryst with destiny” speech had declared that one of the far 
most aims of independent India was “the ending of poverty and ignorance and 
disease and inequality of opportunity”. In the initial two decades after 
independence, it was believed that growth of the economy would reduce poverty 
through a trickledown effect. However, the trickledown effect was negligible 
over-whelmed by the prevalence of a host of socio-economic obstacles such as 
low literacy, lack of awareness, low quality or inadequate health facilities, lack of 
modernization in the agriculture sector, inequality of income, social tensions etc., 
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So for the same reason, since the launch of the first five year plan development  
strategy has undergone important adaptations in successive five year plans 
reflecting both changing conditions and fresh experiences and the “Trickle Down 
Theory” of the first two decades of Planned Development was replaced by direct 
interventionist  policy for target oriented groups. Expansion of employment 
opportunities was found necessary for poverty alleviation and effective utilization 
of human resource for social and economic development.
53
 Thus India achieved 
the desired goals of development after the implementation of economic planning 
followed by economic reforms.   
Economic Planning: India began the process of Planned Economic 
Development with the start of the First Five Year Plan in April, 1951. The main 
objective of planning was identified as that of initiating a process of development 
which would raise living standards and open out to the people new opportunities 
for a richer and more varied life. The manner in which this objective has been 
translated into specific objectives has varied from Plan to Plan. However in a 
broad sense, the basic objectives of planning in India can be grouped under four 
heads (a) growth, (b) Modernization (c) Self- reliance and (d) Social Justice. 
Since 1951, India has completed Five Year Plans and the implementation of 
Eleventh Five Year Plan (2007-2012) is underway. Each Plan takes into account 
the experience of the Previous Plan and attempts to make the necessary 
directional changes and emphasis. In fact, the beginning and the end of a Plan are 
important dates in the economic history in India. Each Plan is both an assessment 
of the past and a call for the future. At the time of the launching of First Five 
Year Plan (1951-56), India was faced with three formidable problems, viz. severe 
food shortage, mounting inflation and the influx of refugees in the wake of 
partition of the country in 1947, the first Plan had to address these problems on 
an urgent basis. The Second Five Year Plan (1956-61) was formulated and 
implemented in an atmosphere of economic stability. Agriculture targets fixed in 
the First Plan had been achieved to industry to give a big boost to the economy 
on modern lines. Hence, the second plan concentrated on the development of 
heavy and basic industries to lay the foundation for future industrialization of the 
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Indian economy. The following industries received special emphasis, Iron and 
Steel, chemicals, fertilizers, heavy engineering and machine building industry. It 
is also note worthy that in 1956; Government announced its industrial policy 
(called by some as the economic constitution of India) which accepted the 
establishment of a socialistic pattern of society as the goal of economic policy. 
The experience of the first two plans had shown that agriculture was the 
backbone of the economy. Accordingly, the third Five Year Plan (1961-66) gave 
top priority to agriculture but it also laid adequate emphasis on the development 
of basic industries which were vital for rapid development of the economy. In 
fact, the third plan set as its goal the establishment of a self reliant and self 
generating economy. Planned development efforts were disrupted when the 
country came under severe shocks such as hostilities with Pakistan (1965) 
droughts for two successive years (1965-66) and 1966-67), devaluation of the 
rupee (1966) and inflationary pressure on account of these adverse circumstances, 
the draft outline of the Fourth Plan prepared in 1966 had to be abandoned. 
Instead, three Annual Plans (1966-67, 1967-68 and 1968-69) were prepared and 
implemented. The Planning process was resumed when the Fourth Five Year 
Plan (1969-74) became operational in 1969. It set before itself two main 
objectives; (a) growth with stability and (b) progressive achievement of self-
reliance. The Fifth Five Year Plan (1974-79) was introduced when the country 
was reeling under severe economic strains such as run-away inflation caused by 
unprecedented increase in international oil prices in the wake of 1973 Gulf War 
and the failure of the Government to take over the wholesale trade in wheat. The 
plan could not complete its Five Years because it was terminated at the end of the 
Fourth Year (i.e. March 1978) by the new Janata Party Government at the Centre. 
The political turmoil of the late 1970’s witnessed two sixth Plans. (1) The Sixth 
Five Year Plan (1978-83) of the Janata Party Government which was abandoned 
with the change of government at the centre in 1980. (2) The sixth Five Year Plan 
(1980-85) introduced by the new Government led by Mrs. Indira Gandhi. The 
latter run its full course successfully, it focused on direct attack on poverty. The 
seventh Five Year Plan (1985-90) sought to emphasis policies and programmes to 
increase food grains production, employment opportunities and productivity. 
Eighth Five Year Plan which was to begin in April 1990 covering the period 
26 
 
1990-95 could not be finalized on time and hence there was a Plan gap of two 
years. It took off in April 1992 covering the period 1992-97. This was followed 
by the Ninth Five Year (1997-2002), the Tenth Five year Plan (2002-2007) was 
completed on March, 31 2007. In June 2005, the Government released the Mid 
Term Appraisal of the Tenth Plan. Since then the country has completed ten Five 
Year Plans and the approach paper on the Eleventh Five Year Plan (2007-2012) 
released by the Government in November 2006 has indicated 7.2% growth rate 
during the tenth Five Year Plan (2002-2007), though this is below the target of 
8% it is the highest growth rate achieved in this plan. The growth rate for the 
Eleventh Plan has been fixed at 9%. In short, the India economy is in a much 
stronger position than it was a few years ago.
54
  
Economic Reforms: The last decade of the 20
th
 Century was momentous 
in the economic history of India as it witnessed a successful transition from a 
controlled, inward looking and slow growing economy to a liberalized and open 
economy that has now found a place amongst the fastest growing economies in 
the world.
55
 The compelling consequences of a loan from the International 
Monetary Fund has given rise to such fundamental reshaping of economic policy 
that the complete structure of the Indian economy has undergone stark changes.
56
 
Responding to the macro-economic crisis of late 1980’s, a programme of 
liberalization, privatization, and globalization was initiated in July 1991. This 
programme encompassed wide ranging reform measures in the areas of industry, 
public finances, banking and insurance, foreign trade and exchange rate 
management. The purpose of these economic reforms was two-fold (a) to restore 
macro-economic stability on both domestic and external fronts and (b) to place 
the economy on a higher growth path through enhanced levels of investment, and 
improvements in productivity, efficiency and competitiveness.
57
 The process of 
reforms was actually initiated in the 1980’s the government at the center had 
already initiated the process of liberalization in 1985. It was with Mr. Rajiv 
Gandhi’s initiative that liberalization and reforms as an important part of political 
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agenda began in the year 1991 when Sheri Narasimha Rao was the Prime 
Minister and Dr Manmohan Singh was the Finance Minister. Today, we have the 
well known economist and Ex. Finance Minister Dr. Singh as Prime Minister 
carrying the torch of economic reforms appearing rather bridled due to the 
politics of a coalition with the left parities with Dr. Singh a Finance Minister in 
1991 to Dr. Singh as the Prime Minister in 2004 and at present, while balancing 
between the leftist ideology and the spirit of reforms.
58
 
So Indian economy took a new direction when the government announced 
its new Industrial policy in the parliament in July 1991. Since then, the economic 
reforms process has encompassed all areas of the economy. The wide ranging 
reforms initiated and implemented since 1991 have induced greater efficiency 
and competitiveness in all spheres of economic activity. It can safely be said that 
India is no longer a country of scarcities and shortages of food grain. Stocks are 
plentiful, foreign exchange reserves are overflowing, inflation rate is moderate 
and under control, exports are cheerful, exchange rates are flexible and the 
county is well integrated with new world economy. All these features of new 
India are adequately reflected in a relatively high rate of economic growth and a 
significant reduction in poverty ratio over the last decade and a half. India’s 
gradual and cautious approach to economic reforms has proved well founded and 
the country is placed on a firm footing for future dispute into domestic and global 
economic activities. Although the economic history of Post-Independence India 
is a mixed experience of achievements and failures. After 60 years of 
development efforts, India is presently one of the World’s fastest growing 
economies. In the last few years, it has emerged as a global economic power, the 
leading outsourcing destination and a favorite of International inventor’s.
59
  India 
is now Asia’s third largest economy and has the world’s fourth largest foreign 
exchange reserves.
60
  
1.7 Socio-economic Development:  State Society and Change 
The state is often seen as necessary to ‘accomplish the economic 
development of the nation and to prepare it for admission into the universal 
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society of the future’. The state influences the economy, polity and society of a 
country and as development occurs, this influence seems, if anything increases. 
The state self- evidently has a political role, and is the explicit expression of the 
formal politics of a country- authoritarian or democratic (single or multi-party). 
The state is therefore an all-pervasive aspect of modern life, and has become an 
integral part of the process of development. According to Pye, the ‘authoritarian 
structures of government’ (state) are a set of arrangements which consist of 
political institutions and recognized procedures for resolving political conflicts 
and interpreting political demands. Pye therefore integrates both the functional 
and the institutional definitions. Leftwich (1990), on the other hand, defines the 
core of the state apparatus as comprising ‘a distinct ensemble of institutions and 
organizations whose socially accepted function is to define and enforce 
collectively binding decisions on the members of a society in the name of their 
common interest or general will’. Weber sees the state as ‘a compulsory 
association claiming control over territories and the people within them. 
Administrative, legal, extractive and coercive organizations are the core of any 
state. The functions of the state are carried out by a set of institutions that can 
command a legitimate use of force, rule over an area, and seek to maintain 
sovereignty, maintain control and rule of law and oversee social as well as 
economic development.
61
  
So in context to the state of Jammu and Kashmir, which lie on the top of 
the Indian Sub-continent  between 32.17’ to 36.58’ North latitude and 73.26’ to 
80.30’ East longitude. It is bounded on the north by Pamirs (The Roof of the 
world) and Chinese Turkistan from which it is completely segregated by the 
eastern off-shoots of the Hindukash and the Karakorum mountains, the Eastern 
and western boundaries of the state are made up of the Chinese Tibet and 
Pakistan while on the south it is bounded by the plains of the Indian sub-
continent. As it is the meeting point of some powers of the world-the soviet 
Russia, china, Afghanistan and Pakistan, the state occupies a unique position in 
the political geography of India.
62
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The state of Jammu and Kashmir is distinguished from the rest states of 
India as it is totally cast in natures design. Nature seems to assure it not only a 
distinct geographical character but also a historical existence of marked 
individuality. It had therefore, to plough a lonely furrow in its political 
development.
63
 The political history of state has been divided into four periods: 
The early period of the Hindu Kings chronicled in the famous Rajatarangini; the 
period of the Kashmiri Musalmans, known as the padshahi-i-chagatai or shahan-
i- Mughlia, and the period of the Pathans, known as the shahan-i-Durani.
64
 
Although the concept of history has recently undergone a basic change as history 
now no more deals with the fortunes of kings, dictators or dynasties as it did in 
the past. Now history is and should be the study of the development of the socio 
economic system of the people, as affected by the various political events and by 
the interaction of different cultures with which they come in contact during the 
course of centuries.
65
 With this principle in mind the present study finds its 
relevance in high-lightning the socio-economic development    in context to the 
political reconstruction of the state. 
Political Development in Kashmir from very ancient times had its own 
dynamics. The landed interests played the pivotal role. It was a naked 
demonstration of landed interests becoming vital instrument of change in 
Kashmir. Change over from Kashmir sultans to the Mughals and then to the 
Afghans and Sikhs was precisely a change motivated by colonial interests.  Again 
the landed nobility of Kashmir was instrumental in effecting such a change. Mir 
Muquim Kanth invited Afghans to Kashmir   and Pt. Birbal Dhar supported by 
Maliks organized an attack on Kashmir by Maharaja Ranjit Singh to throw away 
Afghans. Earlier it was a section of Kashmiri nobility led by the learned saint 
Sheikh Yaqub Sarfi   and Baba Daud Khaki who presented in the darbar of Akbar 
with a prayer  to annex Kashmir. In nut shell whether they were Mughals, 
Afghans, Sikhs or Dogras, colonial interests motivated all. Akbar made Kashmir 
his crown land, Afghan Governors taxed people beyond their capacity to finance 
                                                            
63
   D. N  Dhar.  Dynamics of political change in Kashmir: From Ancient to Modern times. 
2001:1,               Kanishka Publishers.  New Delhi 
64
   Walter R. Lawrence I.C.S C.I.E. The Valley of Kashmir. 2005:179, Gulshan Books. Residency 
      Road  Srinagar 
65
   P. N. K. Bamzai.  Socio-Economic History of Kashmir (1846-1925).2007:Preface, Gulshan 
Books        Residency Road Srinagar 
30 
 
the Government at Kabul, to run the administration in Kashmir and extort money 
for their personal enjoyment. The Sikhs financed the campaigns of Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh against tribal clans of the Frontier Province - from out of the 
revenues collected from Kashmir. All had only one consideration to maximize 
revenue collections from Kashmir.
66
 
Geo-strategic and commercial interests of the East India Company 
motivated it to manipulate transfer of the territory east of river Indus and West of 
river Ravi i.e.  Jammu and Kashmir state, to Maharaja Gulab Singh under the 
Treaty of Amritsar   (1846 A.D) for a nominal sum of rupees seventy-five-
lakes.
67
 Maharaja consolidated the state and established a centralized 
government under his own stewardship and soon brought within his domain the 
frontier region of ladakh, Skardo (Baltistan), Kashmir in the middle, 
Muzaffarabad, Poonch, Rajouri, Kotli, Mirpura, Bhimber and Hazara on the west 
; and the Jammu along with other Principalities in the south. The three natural 
major units viz., Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh were diverse in their history, race, 
religion and language. The only thing, common to these diverse elements was the 
Maharaja’s rule and the feudal character of their respective societies. So it was 
here that Maharaja’s ability to rule revealed itself when he integrated these 
diverse elements and enforced obedience among them. His success would depend 
on force alone. Therefore, it was imperative upon the ruler to govern the state 
effectively and sustain its position of strength to ensure stability. It was on this 
Principle that the Dogra rulers ruled the state for a little over one hundred year 
from 1846 to 1947.
68
   
During this long period of time from 1846 to 1947, the state saw four 
Dogra ruling princes, Maharaja Gulab Singh 1846 A.D, Ranbir Singh (1857-
1885), Pratab Singh (1885 to 1925) and the last ruler being Maharaja Hari Singh 
who ruled from 1925 to 1947.
69
 The Dogra rule was essentially autocratic in 
nature and character, the Dogras believed in the Principle of personal rule. The 
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political system they established was feudalistic, undemocratic, irresponsible and 
despotic in nature, the socio-economic system was also responsible for the ills 
and evils the people suffered under the Dogra rule.
70
 
In spite of fertile soil, mineral resources, the unlimited water supply of its 
snow-fed rivers, the immense green wealth of its vast forests, the matchless skill 
of its world famous craft men, and the salubrious climate, its inhabitants have had 
to track down to the towns of the Punjab to work as coolies in order to earn 
enough money to pay land revenue to the feudal administration and interest to the 
money lenders.
71
  The human dispensation in which the people of Kashmir had 
been placed from earliest times could not continue unjust and exploitative for all 
times to come. How long could landed interests, colonial interests and foreign 
geo-strategic interests sustain without the cooperation of the people. Human 
consciousness has its evolution, it grows and strikes. Shawl weavers of Kashmir 
gave first violent expression of their dormant anger against the age-old 
exploitative system in 1865. Battalions of Kardars chased them for extorting 
taxes beyond their capacity. Earlier; some of them had cut their fingers and even 
blinded themselves to get riddance from shawl weaving. Interestingly the revenue 
from the shawl industry to the Government was more than the land revenue and 
yet the weavers were treated like serfs leaving their families starving for want of 
adequate wages. Still worse was the condition of the multitudes of peasantry who 
were pestered by official machinery for land revenue, for fictitious piled up 
arrears and for Begaar (forced labor). Situation was ripe for an organized 
political movement against such an unjust dispensation.  July 13, 1931 was one of 
the important milestones of such an organized movement when about thirteen 
sons of the soil mostly artisans, fell victims to the bullets of the then Government 
under a conspiracy.  The Movement rallied round certain demands of the people 
to begin with and then demanding a Government responsible to the people. 
Subsequently the struggle became a part of the movement of all India states 
people’s conference, which was later headed by Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah.
72
 
The main objective of the movement was to seek a re-organized socio-economic 
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and political structure of the state in place of the socio-economic and political 
system as fostered by the Dogras. The peoples movement thus organized under 
National Conference gave into itself a radical programme- New Kashmir (Naya 
Kashmir).
73
  
New Kashmir is a dynamic and historic document formulating concretely 
the future of Kashmir, born in political and economic terms. The basic principle 
that permeates it is: ‘Freedom from all forms of economic exploitation is the only 
true guarantee of political democracy and without it, political freedom is a mere 
shibboleth’. Introducing it, Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah promised that ‘in our 
New Kashmir we shall build against the men and women of our state who have 
been dwarfed by centuries of servitude, and create a people worthy of our 
glorious motherland.
74
 
While this movement was steadily moving ahead the Second World War 
came to an end and the labour Government came to power in England. They 
decided to grant independence to India. So far princely states were concerned 
they had decided that the paramount would return to the princes and that they 
would sign accession to this or that dominion. But the Indian National congress, 
all states people’s conference and the National Conference did not accept this 
formulation. Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah launched the ‘Quit Kashmir’ agitation 
against Maharaja.
75
 Soon after the assumption of power the national government 
devoted its attention to fulfill its commitments made in the New Kashmir-the un-
official charter of the people, in regard to the liquidation of disinterested party 
and the vesting of ownership of the land in the tillers of the soil. Early in 1948 the 
start was made with the resumption of all Jagirs, Muafis and Mukararis, except 
those made for religious purposes. 396 Jagirs and Muafis involving about Rs. 5, 
56,313 and 2,347 Mukararis involving about Rs. 1, 77,921 annually were 
liquidated. The abolition of these feudal privileges not only saved the state about 
Rs.7 lakes per annum but also relieved the peasants of the crushing burden of 
payment in kind to the tune of Rs. 3.25 lakes and released 4,250 acres of land 
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granted by way of self- cultivation and residential units to the Jagirdars in favour 
of the cultivators of the soil.
76
 
Meanwhile Kashmir had taken strides in economic and social 
development as promised under ‘New Kashmir’ programme. The National 
Government abolished all Jagirs and big landed estates and land was distributed 
among tillers without compensation. Land ceiling was fixed at 22.75 acres of 
land and subsequently reduced to 12 ½ acres of land. Debt Conciliation Boards 
with people’s representatives were instituted to free the peasants from the 
unjustified burden of agricultural debt. In order to increase production on land 
government provided other inputs. Chemical fertilizers were introduced though 
with initial reluctance of the people. The supply of these fertilizers was increased 
5 times between 1970-71 and 1983-84. Agricultural loans through Cooperatives 
were increased from Rs. 2.91 Lacs in 1950-51 to Rs. 289 Lakes in 1968-69 and 
then to Rs. 464.27 Lakes in 1980-81. The number of tractors increased from 632 
in 1973-74 to 2083 in 1983-84. With all these inputs, the paddy yield showed an 
increase from 22 quintals per acre in 1964-65 to 27.04 quintals per acre in 1983-
84. The yield of wheat per acre increased from 4.06 quintals in 1964-65 to 6.72 
quintals in 1983-84.
77
 
A network of arts and crafts emporia for the artisans of Kashmir in all the 
principal cities of India were opened to popularize and provide market for the arts 
and crafts of Kashmir. Government also provided production centres and many 
unemployed artisans were employed. Training centre’s for various arts and crafts 
of Kashmir were opened for their improvement. This facility did not only 
improve the arts and crafts of Kashmir but also widened the base of each art and 
craft in all the districts of Kashmir. Moreover many other steps were taken to 
encourage the arts and crafts of Kashmir.
78
  
Lot of investment was made in Tourist Industry. It was more in 
infrastructure and service sectors. The road from Pathankot to Jammu was made 
Pucca for all types of weather. Srinagar Tourist Reception Centre provided 
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temporary accommodation; telephone service, counters for booking air, railway 
and bus seats. With these facilities coupled with comfortable and quick tourist 
bus service from pathankot railway head, gave tremendous boost to the tourist 
industry. The number of tourists increased from 10.58 thousand tourists in 1951 
to 642.29 thousands in 1981.
79
 
Education and health service sectors were given utmost attention. 
Education was made free from primary to university level for all. There existed 
no University in the state, today there are several. Networks of primary, Middle, 
High and Higher Secondary schools were established throughout the length and 
breadth of Kashmir. Teacher training was made available. Engineering, Medical 
and Agricultural colleges were provided. Tremendous boost was given to health 
services. It can easily be gauged from the fact that total number of medical and 
paramedical staff increased twenty two times between 1950-51 and 1983-84. 
Besides principal hospitals in the city of Srinagar, the district and sub-district 
hospitals increased from 6 in 1950-51 to 45 in 1983-84, primary Health centre’s 
from 33 in 1960-61 to 93, Allopathic dispensaries from 69 to 499, Ayurvedic and 
Unani dispensaries from 49 to 387 in 1980-81. TB centre’s, Family welfare 
centre’s and Leprosy centre’s also registered a substantial increase.
80
 
1.7   Review of the Literature: 
         Many authentic and systematic studies have been carried out on socio-
economic development at international, national and regional level and therefore, 
no dearth of literature available on the development theme.  
       Contrary to anthropology in sociology development has been a central 
concern. The founding fathers of sociology were tirelessly committed to 
development. The theories which vividly surface the development aspect of 
sociology are; 
 On the one hand, the Naturalistic theories in sociology deemed 
environments creating societies with uneven potentials for development and 
peoples acting in these contexts with different degrees of effectiveness as 
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economic agents. On the other hand, Weberian sociology looked to the 
emergence of a certain kind of culture, specifically a form of thinking called 
“rationalism”, to explain the progressive transformation of the modern European 
realm. Similarly, Structural functionalism combined naturalism with rationalism 
as the philosophical basis of an evolutionary theory of modernization covering all 
aspects of social activity. Modernization theory spelt out the implications for the 
geography of a global system divided into centers of modern progress and 
peripheries of traditional backwardness, with the center showing the periphery its 
future. All these sociological theories viewed development as for more than 
economic growth. While conventional in politics, they began by criticizing the 
narrow focus of neo-classical economics (Parsons and Smelter 1956). Yet, like 
neo-liberalism, they oriented development towards copying the accomplishments 
of the west. Development is a form of social imagination, and its theories are as 
much persuasive ideologies as they are models of understanding. 
Among the indigenous available texts, Manzoor Bhat (1991)
81
 has traced 
the socio-economic development of valley in historical perspective and dealt with 
various variables like agriculture, education, social aspect of Kashmir valley. The 
author’s central argument on development of valley depicts that every ruler had 
tried to improve the conditions of his subjects within the available resources. The 
author has however brazenly eulogized the positive role of Maharaja Hari Singh 
in the socio-economic development of Kashmir valley, ignoring the aspects of 
alienation which people faced. The fact remains that the Maharaja and his 
administration’s high handedness and use of force was the biggest impediment in 
the process of development as a whole the then. Bhat argues that during the 
period of Maharaja Hari Singh the state marched towards modernization and 
various branches of state administration received a modern base in their policies 
and even goes on to say that Hari Singh’s laid foundation was the basic 
infrastructure over which the super structure was raised by the government of 
Jammu and Kashmir after 1947, which is totally a biased argument and factually 
incorrect.  
                                                            
81
    Manzoor Ahmad Bhat.1991. Socio-economic Development in Kashmir 1925-
1947.(Unpublished        Doctorial Thesis): Department of History Kashmir University Srinagar. 
36 
 
 Another study executed by A.R Bhat (2005)
82
 , focusing on the socio-
economic development strategies, the role of population and the population 
policies, which deserve priority attention because its economy is significantly 
affected by the people, their attitudes, number and abilities . He maintains that in 
order to make an analysis for socio-economic development of a region, it is 
imperative to understand the nature of people, their actions, reactions, emotions, 
customs, and traditions. In this work, he has examined the nature of resource 
base, its utilization, use, misuse and underuse and the problems associated with it. 
The author analyses the facts and features of human resource of Kashmir valley 
affecting its pace and level of socio-economic development. He assessed the 
nature of resource base and the mode of resource utilization leading to the 
manifestation of the developmental performances and the weakness of different 
sectors of economy of the region concerned with respect to geomorphic diversity, 
peculiar geo-physical setting, demographic features, educational attainment, 
occupational structure and the degrees of utilization and exploitation of natural 
resources. He has also made an attempt to find out the spatial variation in the 
levels of development achieved and to locate and delineate the areas lagging 
behind in the socio-economic development. The level of human development 
largely depends on the availability of social infrastructures, because the 
infrastructural facilities play a vital role in the process of economic development 
and social transformation. He emphasizes that significant progress has been made 
in the extension of social amenities since 1947. The study rich in empirical 
content but does not appear to have any concrete theoretical orientation.  
One more Study by Goyal (2000)
83
 attempted to bring out the feedback  
on qualitative impact of various  socio-economic developmental programmes  
towards poverty alleviation and  creation of an enabling environ which would 
foster further developmental initiatives, in other words to assess the impact of 
these programmes on the standards of living. The study undertaken by author in 
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Solan district of Himachal Pradesh revealed on the whole, the centrally sponsored 
rural alleviation programmes, national social assistance and state sector social 
security and welfare programmes are being implemented to a large extent in true 
letter and spirit for improving the social and economic standard of living of the 
targeted groups. It was also found that contribution of these programmes have 
been graciously admitted by the beneficiaries as noticed by the study team. 
Congeniality of Agro-climatic factors has led to the production of off season 
vegetables, floriculture and mushrooms in the study area and these land based 
activities are the major income earners for the farmers. Various programmes of 
subsidization of inputs and dissemination and training of scientific technology by 
the agriculture, soil conservation and horticulture departments bringing 
improvements in land resources and farming practices have made a major 
contribution in raising the standard of living of the people in the study area. In the 
study it has been assessed that Himachal Pradesh has created a new concept in 
socio-economic development of hilly areas and is viewed as a model of 
development for other hill areas in India.  
Yet another work by V.K Bhatiya & S.C Rai (2004)
84
, investigated the 
evaluation of the levels of development in agriculture, infrastructural facilities 
and overall socio-economic fields by constructing the composite index of 
development at community development block level in the state of Uttar Pradesh. 
In the study the blocks have been taken as the unit of analysis as three hundred 
eighty (380)  community development blocks coming from thirty two (32) 
districts of Uttar Pradesh have been included in the analysis and the data on  
twenty three (23) socio-economic variables for the year 2001 also have been 
analyzed for the study. The study reveals that with regard to socio-economic 
development, out of three hundred eighty (380) blocks, forty three (43) blocks are 
found to be highly developed and thirty two (32) blocks are low developed. 
About one hundred eighty seven (187) blocks are high middle level developed 
and one hundred eighteen (118) blocks are low middle level developed. In case of 
Agriculture sector, fifty six (56) blocks are highly developed and fifty two (52) 
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blocks are low level developed. About one hundred fifty six (156) blocks are high 
middle level developed and one hundred sixteen (116) blocks are low middle 
level developed. Model blocks for low developed blocks have been identified and 
potential targets of important developmental indicators have been estimated. In 
the study it has been assessed that there is a very high association between the 
level of development of agricultural sector and socio-economic sector. 
Infrastructural facilities are also highly associated with the level of socio-
economic development. The study reveals both the agricultural development and 
infrastructural facilities are influencing the level of socio-economic development 
in positive direction.  
One more regional study by Parvaz Ahmad (2007)
85
,  in this study an 
attempt has been made to evaluate a comprehensive profile of the economy and 
society of Kashmir from 1885-1925 A.D. In the study the author focuses that 
throughout the period covered in the study, Kashmir witnessed economic and 
cultural changes that had a remarkable bearing on almost every structure of 
Kashmir society, but the changes were not so revolutionary that they would make 
a clear break with the past. The changes took place within the broader frame 
work of continuity. The author emphasizes that any society or culture is capable 
of economic development, but the problem is to recognize within the culture, 
those dynamic elements that contribute most to rising productivity. Efforts to 
force all societies into the same mold are likely to retard rather than accelerate 
economic growth that could tend to a change in a society and with regard to 
Kashmir society the change from the medieval to modern age is the key note of 
the Kashmir’s history during the rule of Maharaja Partap Singh (1885-1925). It 
was during this period that the society of Kashmir underwent a remarkable 
change almost in all spheres like Agriculture, Traditional Craft, Education, 
Social, Cultural and Attitudinal structures and this period is also considered as the 
“Dawn of Modernism in Kashmir.” In the study he has assessed those forces and 
movements in social and economic life which signaled the transition from 
medieval to modernism in Kashmir.  
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    Parvaz Ahmad. 2007.  Economy and Society of Kashmir: A Study in Change and Continuity 
(1885-      1925).  2007. Srinagar. Oriental Publishing House. 
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Prem Narain, S.D Sharma, S.C Rai & V.K Bhatia (2005)
86
 in the study 
the level of development of different districts of Jammu and Kashmir have been 
evaluated with the help of composite index based on optimum combination of 
twenty nine socio-economic development indicators. The district-wise data on 
these indicators for the year 2001-02 were used for obtaining the level of 
development of all the fourteen districts of the state. In the study the level of 
development has been estimated separately for agricultural sector, infrastructural 
facilities and over all socio-economic sectors. In the study it was assessed that the 
district Kathua ranked first and the district Kargil ranked last in the socio-
economic development. However wide disparities have been observed in the 
level of development between rest districts of the state, but infrastructural 
facilities and literacy status of the people were found to be positively associated 
with the socio-economic development. In the study it has been emphasized that 
for bringing out uniform regional development, potential targets of various 
developmental indicators have been estimated in respect of low developed 
districts as these districts require improvement of various dimensions in some of 
the indicators for enhancing the level of development. 
    So in context to the preceding studies about the socio-economic development, 
most of the explanations are available by and large, but there is hardly any 
exhaustive work done on “Charari-Sharief” Tehsil which is one of the famous 
Tehsils of Kashmir valley and in relation to the methodological consideration the 
universe of the study is delimited to the same Tehsil. 
1.8   Relevance and Significance of the Study      
 
         “Charari-Sharief” is famous because of the sacred Shrine of Muslim saint 
“Sheikh Nooru-Deen-Noorani
R.A”
, due of this great religious implication 
thousands of devotees irrespective of religion, cast, class, sex visit the place 
throughout the year and there by impart economic enhancement opportunity to its 
inhabitants. Again because of the sacred shrine several government and non 
government organizations, various political parties from time to time aided the 
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    Prem Narain, S.D Sharma, S.C Rai & V.K Bhatia. .Dimensions of Socio-Economic 
Development        in  Jammu and  Kashmir. 2005. Indian Society of Agricultural Statistics, New 
Delhi 
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place financially, resulted in the implementation of various developmental 
projects, programmes and policies. So the present study aims at analyzing the 
socio-economic development of Charari-Sharief in association with the variables 
Agriculture & Horticulture, Art & Craft and Education. 
Although the main town of Charari-Sharief is both urban/rural in nature but the 
surrounded villages are more rural, rely mainly on agriculture. The  most    comm
on cultivated crops are; Maize,Wheat, Pulses, Oil Seeds, Saffron.Vegetables; Pot
ato,Kale, Knol-Khal, Brinjal, Chellies, Tomato,Bottle Guard, Cucumber, Carrot, 
Radish,Turnip, 
Onion,Spinach,Methi,Corriender.CharariSharief  is  famous  for  its  fruit  produc
tion  too.  Fruits which are produced include; Apple, Pea     Apricot,   Almond, 
Nut, Peach Plum etc., The whole Tehsil enjoys the better irrigation and soil 
conservation facilities as the government from time to time aided the tehsil 
financially  resulted in the establishment of wells, tanks, canals, springs etc., 
Besides agriculture/horticulture, there is huge diversity in Art/ craft like Pottery, 
Kangri making, Carpet weaving, Namdah making and embroidery (Suzni and 
Crewal) works. 
Pottery:  It is one of the most important industries in the villages of 
Kashmir, as it supplies the wants of the rural population and the city as well. The 
vessels are made from clay which is subjected to intense heat in indigenous 
chimney (Konda). People associated with this craft are known by the cast of 
“Kumar”. The items manufactured are kitchen pots of various forms, styles and 
size. The large size receptacles for the purpose of storing grains, and cylindrical 
pots required for bee-keeping are also made. Moreover inner parts of the Kangri 
are also made of clay and some of the items are glazed generally pots are made of 
fine clay.  
  Kangri Making:   A Kangri consists a globe like clay pot with a large 
wide open mouth at the top. This clay pot is covered by a wicker work basket 
which has a handle to carry and a flat bottom for it to rest on. Kangri play its vital 
role during the winter season in Kashmir for warmth purpose. The Kangri of 
Charari-Sharief is famous throughout the state and the people associated with this 
craft are recognized by the cast of “Kanil”.   
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Namdah:  The development of Namdah industry in Kashmir seems to 
have had taken place in the second decade of the last century. Till then artisans of 
Kashmir were engaged in the manufacture of Julie felts only. These felts were 
made exclusively of Pashmina wool and Namdas 
were then imported from Yarkand.
87
 Namdah is a woolen felt, a kind of 
handmade rug with woolen embroidery on it or a drugget like interesting carpet 
rug which served as a floor covering or mattress. It’s make consisted of raw wool 
and yarn or raw cotton and yarn including a little Pashun-Hair.
88
 Ordinarily, 
Namdas are either black or white or ochre
*
. The black remained the same as it 
was, while the others are dyed blue, green, Purple, red and brown. The process of 
Namdah manufacturing is very simple. These are built up individually layer by 
layer on a floor of large area, often edging shades of wool are added to make the 
rug more attractive.  
Carpets: The main credit of introducing the art of making carpets in the 
valley goes to Sultan Zanul-Abidin
*
, who brought experts and specialists from 
Persia, central Asia and Arabia to train local inhabitants.
89
 But in course of time it 
underwent a complete decline due to the localization of its pattern and designs. It 
was three hundred years ago under the governorship of Ahmad Beg Khan
*
 (1614-
18) that this art was reintroduced in Kashmir owing to the efforts Akhun-Mulla-
Hussain-Rahnuma*, since then this industry has flourished. In carpet weaving 
authentic designs are used. These designs are coded in a language entirely 
different from local Kashmiri language.  
Embroidery: This high artistic craft was introduced into Kashmir during 
the reign of Zainul-Abidin. Under Mughals and Sikhs, it received every attention 
and continued to flourish. Table clothes, Pillow covers, Cushion covers, Shawls, 
                                                            
87    Walter R. Lawrence, Op. Cit. p.377 
*     15TH century Kashmiri Emperor:  Zanul- Abidin. 
*    Ahmad Beigh Khan was a Mughal Governor, who governed the valley from 1614-18 under 
the                 Mughal Emperor Jahangir. 
*   Akhun-Mulla-Hussain-Rahnuma was a Kashmiri, who went to perform the Hajj Pilgrimage via 
        central Asia. On his way back he visited Andijan in Persia, where carpets 
were manufactured. He         learnt  this art and brought the Carpet weaving tools with him from 
there. He taught some people         and  made them re-start the industry in Kashmir. 
*      Ochre Namdas are manufactured from local cotton 
88
   Cotton was imported from  India, because Kashmir produced little of it and it was not suited to 
        Namdah manufacturing ,as, it turned to creamy after washing 
89
     Parvez Ahmed. Op.Cit.p.160  
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Suits etc. The embroidery work is executed in different styles viz., Crewel, Suzni, 
Amli etc. 
         However in the area of, besides agriculture & horticulture, huge diversity in 
Art and craft, no exception is with education system as it has also gained a 
remarkable change. In the present study efforts will be made to assess and record 
the process of socio-economic development in the whole tehsil and the 
drawbacks will be pointed out if any.  Exploring and analyzing the process of 
socio-economic development at gross root level will help the administrators and 
planners to deal with the situation accordingly and will pave for further research 
in the area of study. 
1.8.1   Socio-historical Background of Charari-Sharief 
During the 14
th
 century the place “Charari-Sharief” was originally called 
“Tsrarvana’’* which connotes, it was a dense forest. The evolution and 
development of the place revolves round the establishment of the Reshi* head 
quarter here by Pious Muslim Saint, “Sheikh Nooru-Deen-Noorani
RA”
.  
Sheikh-Nooru-Deen-
Noorani
“RA’s   
multidimensional personality, multifaceted teachings and selfless 
preaching have a universal appeal. He is a complex conglomerate, a Botanist, a 
Zoologist, and an Environmentalist within a Sufi, a Reshi, a missionary and a 
visionary. He especially used botany and botanical metaphors, plants and plant 
parables, as an effective medium for taking a common man to the voyage of 
Truth and ultimate reality.
90
  
The Saint on his first tour selected the place “Charari-Sherief” as his 
headquarter. He did not wish to beg or borrow the space for the establishment of 
                                                            
*     Tsrarvan: ‘Tsrar’ is a Kashmiri word reflects to ‘choose’ and ‘Van’ also a Kashmir word 
means a        dense ‘forest’. 
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     Dr Manzoor A Shah.  Alamdar: A Journal of Kashmiri Society & Culture. Vol. IV. 2010:37, 
       Markaz-i-Noor,  Shaikh-ul Aalam Chair  University of  Kashmir. Published by Prof. Basher 
Bashir.         Mehak printing press Naid- Kadal, Srinagar 
*     Reshi: Saint 
*     Maharaja Sehdev: A Ruler of Kashmir from Sikh Dynasty (1819-1846) 
*    Durupta Sher: Great Grand Father of “Sheikh Nooru-Deen-Noorani
RA” 
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his preaching centre, because this estate was a state grant, granted by the ruler of 
Kashmir “Maharaja Sehdev”* to “Durupta Sher”*. The forest and the pasture 
ground in it comprised a private estate under the possession of ‘’Sangram Dar’’. 
Since this youth, “Sheikh-Nooru-Deen
R.A
 had been well known as a Gnostic. He 
had taken possession of a portion of land from Sangram Dar* and on that piece 
of land, “Sheikh-Nooru-Deen-Noorani.
R.A”
 had built a mosque and some huts to 
house the Reshis, who were being trained. After the establishment of Reshi 
headquarter here the suffix ‘van’* got gradually faded and the place became 
known as “Tsrar”. However Mughals
*
, pathans
*
 and the foreign rulers could not 
pronounce the word “Tsrar” and changed  “Tsrar” 
into “Charar”, thus mutilated  its  essence, eroded its historical background and 
made the phrase “Tsrar” name of the place meaningless.
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1.8.2 Etymology of “Tsrar”                                                                                                                      
         The word “Tsrar” is basically a Kashmiri word which means to choose. 
Thus “Tsrar”, the original name of the place meant the chosen place by the 
sacred saint “Sheikh-Nooru-Deen-Noorani
RA”
 for his lost abode. Behind the 
historical importance of his last abode and at present the shrine of “Sheikh Nooru-
Deen-Noorani”
RA  
are several factors like social, cultural, economic and political, 
in addition to the religious one.
92
 “Sheikh-Nooru-Deen-Noorani
RA”
 had chosen 
this place not to develop it into a city of luxury but as a centre of spirituality as 
the reasons of such choice are highlighted in his poem {in Kashmiri language} of 
which English rendering is given under.
93
 
At the Place, charan, I will search him, 
At this chosen place I will make endeavours to find him. 
In the hot season of June and bitter cold, 
                                                            
*   Sangram Dar :  Tenant,  a lease or license holder of “Sheikh-Nooru-Deen-NooraniR.A’S 
“late       father’s estate and finally  the disciple of  “Sheikh-Nooru-Deen-Noorani.R.A” 
*    Mughals & Pathans: Rulers of Kashmir. 
91   G.N. Gauhar. Kashmir Mystic Thought. 2008:457, Residency Road Srinagar. Gulshan 
Publications 
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   Dr Gousia Khan.  Alamdar: A Journal of Kashmiri Society & Culture Vol.ii. 2008:123, 
Markaz-i-      Noor, Sheikh-ul Aalam Chair University of Kashmir. Published by Mohammad 
Ishaq Khan. Printed       at Crown press, Batmaloo, Srinagar 
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I want a place to rest, and to search him. 
I as Reshi have wondered enough to find him, 
I have circumambulated [my country] 
I want to search Him here [in the surroundings of] 
The black and sweet grapes, the ripened dazzling plums; 
Which are in abundance here? 
In ‘’Doone Koil Naar’’ 
By such natural diet the fair complexion becomes fairer, 
I shall wait here at “Tsrar’’ and search him. 
I would ascend above high hills, 
Fruitless is the search for such barren land. 
Those areas shall not grow vegetables. 
I would proceed ahead of the bitter cold. 
But those hills are snow bound. 
Can’t fight snowbound with such compulsions. 
Even I would ascend to the top of mountains, 
Would live amongst snakes and earth worm, 
Am exhaust, fatigued, so can’t go ahead. 
I shall search Him here at this chosen place, 
Can”t guess whether any crop would grow in these barren lands? 
Now “NUND”* shall search for Him here at this chosen   place,”Tsran”.
94
       
 
                                                            
*   NUND: In Sheikh’s early childhood period his Parents call him by the name of Nund. 
94
   G.N. Gauhar. Op. Cit. p.486                                 
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          A few points emerge from this poem. First, the saint had travelled the 
whole country; second, he desired peaceful solitude and aloofness for his eternal 
rest. Third, he, in his quest, would go ahead of this place towards meadows, 
jungles and mountains, but was conscious that people would leave no stone 
unturned to locate his abode and so they would get troubled in such barren lands. 
Fourth, he found at “Tsrar- van” (Chararvan) both, the desired solitude and 
abundance of fruit that would feed his quest nicely. Fifth he would not select a 
place which could be otherwise fertile for rich crops such as rice, which is the 
only stable food of Kashmir. Sixth he found the locale and situation of this 
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plateau not easily accessibly and so his admirers would have to make sacrifices to 
reach the place.
95
 
 So it is from the dawn of 1439 AD that the dense forest gradually 
attracted settlers and a township developed around the Shrine within a century.  
when the specification of the grave in which the coffin of the great Muslim saint 
“Sheikh Nooru- Deen-Noorani 
RA”
  was housed  and after the construction  of the 
shrine  upon it, Nasser ( one of the disciple of Sheikh) took charge of this holy 
place  and of the main Reshi centre  established by the  Sheikh during his own life 
time. Up to 1588 AD, at the advent of the Mughal Rule in Kashmir, the Reshi 
movement was democratic in character. But the Mughal Rulers eroded its 
popularity and derailed its direction; the office of its leader was made a hereditary 
one. Till then simplicity and sincerity had been the cornerstones of this 
movement. But, after the Reshi centre was allotted a Jagir and grants by Akbar 
and his son Jehangir (Mughal Emperors), paraphernalia replaced this simplicity 
and intrigue superseded the sincerity. The Reshis who were till then busy with 
social work, the preservation of the natural environment, and the service of 
mankind, now fell prey to the lures of an easy life. The Reshis were mainly 
vegetarians, but after the butchering of rams, sheep and goats at the threshold of 
this shrine changed their food habits. With a dramatically social change, a 
necessity arose from the cultivation of the land and the running of trade centre’s, 
for the supply of essential commodities. The increasing rush of pilgrims made 
such a necessity even more pressing. So, from all parts of the valley some 
sections of the people migrated and settled here, constructed their houses and 
shops around the shrine. There is none who can hence claim local origin in the 
strict sense of the word. However Sangram Dar, the occupier of this estate, who 
must have been a tenant, a lease, a license holder 
and  Sheikh’s disciple, transferred the office of the leader of the Reshi movement 
to his dynasty.
96
 
           Against  this  background,  the “Tsrarvana”, initially achieved  the  status 
of a   small  village from a dense forest  to a  model town  and  at  present  a  
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   G.N Gauhar & Shahwar Gauhar. Military Operation in Kashmir (Insurgency in Charari -
      Sharief. 2001:33, New Delhi. Manas Publications 
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    Ibid. p.32 
47 
 
Tehsil  headquarter,  inclusive  of 16 surrounded  villages in which fifteen are 
inhibited and one is uninhibited. Charari-Sharief is the pivotal centre that 
connects all the shrines upon the graves of Reshi Saints, dotted throughout the 
Jammu and Kashmir, earning the Sheikh the title “Alamdar Kashmir” (Flag 
Bearer of Kashmir). So all the developed changes of Charari-Sharief from each 
and every aspect revolves round the outstanding personality, a popular saint, the 
molder of peoples thoughts for lost six centuries, Sheikh-Nooru-Deen-
Noorani
RA
.
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esearch design is an important avenue of collecting, classifying, analyzing and 
interpreting the data collected during the field study. Moreover research design is 
a technique/tool which entails theoretical principles as well as a framework that 
provides guidelines about how research is carried out in the context of a 
particular prototype. It is an instrument employed to gather empirical evidence 
and to analyze data through various research methods like questionnaire 
schedule, observation, interview and field study etc., In general the research 
design of a particular study is determined by the nature of the study. 
        The present study “Socio-economic development of Jammu & Kashmir, a 
case study of Charari-Sharief Tehsil in J&K” is both empirical and theoretical in 
nature because development is a multi-dimensional phenomenon, some of its 
major dimensions are the level of economic growth, level of education, level of 
health services, degree of modernization, status of women, level of nutrition, 
quality of housing, distribution of goods and services and access to 
communication etc., and  development also involves major changes in social 
structures, popular attitude and a national condition of life from unsatisfactory to 
satisfactory as well as the acceleration of economic growth, the reduction of 
inequality and the eradication of absolute poverty (Servaes 1999:77). In this 
regard, argues Servaes, satisfactory means materially well to do and spiritually 
happy with what one has got. 
The state of Jammu and Kashmir has a vast potential for socio-economic 
development. The physical, biological, cultural and technical factors have been 
generally regarded as the potential factors as so many eminent scholars have 
written detailed accounts about the social, economic, religious, political, 
geographic, and administrative aspects of the state. The population growth, 
agricultural development, land revenue system, cooperatives, tourism etc., remain 
important tools of development. In the absence of large industries, master 
craftsmanship of the artisans, the manufacture and trade in silk, woolen 
embroidery, carpet weaving, wood carving, minerals etc. have greatly contributed 
to the socio economic development of the state. The present study aims at 
analyzing the process of socio economic development of Charari-Sharief Tehsil 
in Jammu and Kashmir in association with the variables like Agriculture & 
 R
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Horticulture, Art & craft and Education.  Moreover an attempt will also be made 
to explore and analyze the various reformative, rehabilitative and developmental 
measures, resulted in the implementation of various developmental programmes 
and policies. Moreover   the variables or areas lagging behind the process of 
socio-economic development in the area of study will be delineated and  in  
addition efforts will be made to impart needful suggestions in order to achieve the 
desired goal of development.    
Type of Study 
There are different types of studies like exploratory, descriptive and 
explanatory. Each of these types differs from one another as, each research has its 
specific nature and objective and employs different methods for data collection 
and is based on the research design of the particular study. The present study is 
an exploratory research which can be defined as “a preliminary study” the major 
purpose of which is to become familiar with the phenomenon which is to be 
investigated. This approach typically occurs when a researcher examines a new 
interest or when the subject of study itself is relatively new. 
In exploratory study the researcher after defining his research problem 
formulate his hypothesis more accurately and precisely. It enables the researcher 
to choose the most suitable tool and technique for conducting his research and to 
decide where the detailed investigation is needed while exploring the problem of 
study. In the present study the researcher has tried to explore and analyze the 
process of socio economic development in   association with Agriculture & 
Horticulture, Art & Craft, and Education in Charari-Sharief Tehsil. 
 Universe of the study 
The universe of this particular study is Tehsil “Charari-Sharief” which 
falls in the administrative and revenue jurisdiction of Nagam Block in district 
Budgam. The evolution of Charari sharief revolves round the establishment of the 
sacred shrine of the pious Muslim saint “Sheikh Nooru-Deen -Noorani
RA”
. The 
whole Tehsil is situated on a slope of hill comprising of 16 rural villages, it  is 
30km’s from Srinagar towards the south west of Kashmir valley. According to 
land revenue records, the Tehsil  comprises  16 rural villages, in which 15 
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(fifteen) are inhibited and 1(one) is uninhibited and the whole Tehsil is spread 
over an area of 14402 Acres of land with Forest 706 Acres and Net Area sown 
3848 Acres, Gross Area sown 6344 Acres, Cultivated Area 10192 Acres. As per 
census 2001 and Tehsil office  records, the population of the whole Tehsil is 
43639, with rural population 31645 and urban population 11994 and the total 
number of households is 6852. 
Hypothesis 
• After the end of Autocratic Rule in 1947, Kashmir valley witnessed a 
remarkable development in the socio- economic and political fields. 
Tehsil Charari Sharief also achieved such development in the field of 
Agriculture & Horticulture, Art & craft and Education 
• The institution and the community development programmes did not yield 
the desired results so far as social and economic development is 
concerned. 
 Aims and Objectives                                                                                                                                      
1. To carry out the investigation about the nature and degree of socio 
economic development in the Charari- Sharief Tehsil.  
2. To study the ratio of increased literacy rate among different age 
groups. 
3. To study the contribution of new agricultural techniques/scientific 
innovations towards the socio-economic development. 
4. To study the provision of various educational policies and 
programmes and their implementation. 
5. To assess the progress and development the Tehsil has experienced up 
till now in the field of  Agriculture & Horticulture, Art & craft and 
Education 
Sampling 
In the present study, The probability sampling method was used, Earl 
Baby in his book, The Practice of Social Research (1986) defined it as “The 
general term for samples selected in accord with probability theory, typically 
involving some random selection mechanism-specific types of probability 
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include EPSEM (Equal probability of selection method), PPS (probability 
proportionate to size), simple random sampling and systematic sampling”. 
So the probability sampling method in which every unit of the population 
has an equal probability of being selected for the sample was used through 
“systematic sampling,” A type of Probability sampling in which every kth unit in 
a list is selected for inclusion in the sample e.g. we compute k by dividing the 
size of the population by the desired sample size; “k” is called the sampling 
interval. Within certain constraints, systematic sampling is a functional 
equivalent of simple random sampling and usually easier to do. Typically, the 
first unit is selected at random. 
 Sample Selection 
Sample selection being the very first and tough job of a researcher 
because he/she has to ensure that both the respondent and the village selected are 
the true representatives of the research problem. In the present study, due to the 
vastness of the area a sample of 600 households were selected on the basis of 
systematic random sampling among the following five villages of Tehsil: (i) 
Charari- Sharief (ii) Darwan -Nowgam (iii) Challyan- Chontnar (iv) Pakherpora 
(v) Hardu-Dalwan. These villages were selected on the basis of (i) Geographical 
location (ii) Rural urban nature (iii) Size and nature of the population etc., Out of 
these five villages, four villages were rural in nature, surrounding the main town 
of Charari- Sharief from four sides north, east, west, south. In relation to the rural 
urban ratio, only the main town of Charari- Sharief is urban/rural in nature and 
rest of the villages of the whole tehsil are rural in nature, and in relation to size of 
population, all the five selected villages are highly populated with heterogeneous 
nature. So for same reason these five villages were selected as representative 
sample villages for the research study in order to represent the whole tehsil. The 
statistics of these villages and the distribution of a sample of 600 households 
reflected in table 2.1  
 
 
 
53 
 
 
                                                            Table 2.1 
                                                Distribution of Sample Size 
Serial No. 
Name of the 
Selected villages Population 
Actual 
Households 
Surveyed 
Households Percentage 
1 Charari-Sharief 15418 2905 340 11.70% 
2 Darwan-Nowgam 5993 668 70 10.47% 
3 Chalyan-Chontnar 4289 719 80 11.12% 
4 Pakherpora 3244 470 55 11.70% 
5 Hardu-Dalwan 3825 488 55 11.27% 
 Total 32769 5250 600 11.42% 
Source:   Field study 2010 
The data shown in table 2.1 reveals that a sample of 600 households was 
distributed in the above mentioned five sample villages with respect to size of the 
population and number of households. The respondents were selected on the 
basis of Sex, Age, Income, Occupation, Family, Educational Qualification and 
Marital status, although the selected respondents were mostly the head of the 
family but in some houses heads were not present due to one or the other reason 
and some other elder member of the family or female household were selected as 
respondent who were able to impart accurate and correct information about the 
concerned study. 
The following steps were involved in the sampling frame construction; 
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1. Initially in the first stage the list of the villages of whole tehsil, 
population of the each village, total number of households in each 
village was confirmed from tehsil office Charari- Sharief.    
2. In the second stage a list of five representative villages both urban 
and rural in nature with heterogeneous population were selected as 
sample villages or representative villages in order to represent both 
social as well as economic scenario of the whole tehsil. An effort was 
made to give equal representation to each village as due to the 
disproportionate size of households; the percentage of sample was 
also disproportionate. So calculations were made on average basis.   
3. In the third stage a representative sample of 600 households were 
distributed among these five   representative sample villages through 
systematic random sampling. The huge sample 0f 600 households 
represented  11.42% of the selected population 
Tools and Techniques used for Data Collection 
Each research tool has its advantages as well as limitations. In order to 
overcome the limitations more than one tool was employed.  So the various tools 
and methods employed in the study were; 
•     Questionnaire  Schedule 
•      Interview  method  
•      Non participant observation method. 
In order to collect the information/ data from the field a well structured 
questionnaire schedule was framed. The questionnaire schedule was framed in 
such a way that some questioned were open  ended and some were  close ended,  
provided with possible alternative answers so that  the tabulation will not become 
difficult.  The structured questionnaire was directly administered to 600 
households. The pre- designed Questionnaire schedule was divided into three 
parts. The part first was meant to elicit the information regarding Socio-
demographic characteristics like; type of family, type of house, marital status, 
occupation, income, education, housing pattern, source of drinking water etc. The 
second part of the questionnaire was meant to know the information 
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regarding  Agriculture&Horticulture, the third part was regarding the Art & Craft 
and  fourth part was regarding  Education. 
Interview and non participant observation method were also used during 
field study, the  heads  of  the various departments like Agriculture, Horticulture, 
Handi-  Crafts and  Education were interviewed in-depth .Their answers were 
cross checked  with the respondents answers in order to analyze the result  of the 
study and extent of development in the concerned variables. 
It was noticed by the researcher that some respondents were not willing to 
impart answers in clear terms; they were trying to give false and vague answers, 
so to overcome this fact non participant observation method was used by the 
researcher to get the real information and deep insight of the reality.  
        Field notes were also prepared throughout the study in order to record the 
facts and figures on spot. 
Sources of Data 
Keeping in view the nature and objectives of the study, the data has been 
collected from both primary and secondary sources. For the data collection 
following sources have  been used extensively. 
1. Field Study:  An intensive field study of the whole Tehsil of Charari-
Sharief was conducted for a period of three months in March, April 
and May 2010. In the field study a well framed questionnaire schedule 
was used for collecting the data. 
2. Census of Jammu and Kashmir 2001: The census data was extensively 
used for demographic characteristics. 
3. Digest of statistics:  Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Planning 
and Development Department, Government of J & k, were also used 
as secondary sources regarding social and economic aspects. 
4. Officials Records: Official records of Land Revenue Department, 
Agriculture, Horticulture and Education department, Tehsil office 
records were used as secondary sources of data collection.  
5. In addition to these sources, internet, national and local news papers, 
Journals, etc., were also used as secondary sources of data collection. 
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Analysis of Data   
After collecting information from the field, the questionnaire schedules 
were rechecked and recoded i.e. the collected data was critically scrutinized and 
later on classified into different categories. After the classification, tabulation of 
data was carried out by using frequency distribution percentage and percentage 
distribution into tabular form. An attempt was made to establish relationship 
between different variables of socio economic nature and finally the 
interpretation, proper analysis and verification of the data was done and 
conclusions were drawn accordingly. 
Problems encountered in the field:  
The data collection in the field is not an easy task and during the course of 
field work for this particular study, so many problems were faced by the 
investigator like; 
1. As most of the respondents were both illiterate as well as research 
unconscious, it staked the patience of the researcher in motivating the 
respondents to impart the accurate responses. 
2. Some respondents mistook the researcher for a government official from 
the department of either social welfare or handicraft. Some others took the 
researcher as an government official for giving financial aid, so for the 
same reason they were not giving exact responses. 
3. When asking for their income, land holding in Kanals, Agricultural 
production and other information regarding the domestic facilities and 
other infrastructural facilities provided by the government, they were not 
accurate. So the researcher with scientific temperament developed rapport 
with the respondents and got the appropriate response. 
4. As the sample of study was so huge (600 households) that approaching 
each respondent and extracting information from them took a lot of time 
and energy. Also classifying, tabulation and analyzing the information 
were very time consuming. The problems were also faced during data 
collection from secondary sources like books, journals etc., which were 
not available sufficiently as it was a tehsil level study and there was 
scarcity of the relevant literature. 
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Above all the scarcity of the relevant literature and the disturbed conditions 
prevailing in the Kashmir valley made it very difficult to complete this research 
within a limited time period.    
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 Socio Economic Profile of Charari Sharief 
 Socio-economic Development  of  Charari Sharief : 
                   i.   Agriculture & Horticulture 
                  ii.   Art & Craft     
                 iii.   Education   
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he area of study Tehsil “Charari-Sharief” is marked by its distinct 
geographical feature of hilly landscape, it is built on one of the many bare 
sandy ridges by which the Pir Panjal Range* subsides into the level of valley. 
These ridges are usually more or less flattened at the top, but have steep and 
almost perpendicular sides, which are here and there furrowed with rain-
channels; owing to the paucity of water obtainable; these ridges are seldom 
cultivated.
98
 Charari-Sharief achieved the status of Tehsil recently in the year 
2006, it is the smallest Tehsil among all the Tehsil’s of district Budgam. The 
whole Tehsil comprises sixteen (16) surrounded villages which are both 
urban/rural in nature, among these sixteen villages, fifteen (15) are inhabited and 
one (1) is uninhabited. According to census 2001 the total population of the 
whole Tehsil is 43,639 with 21,923 males and 21,716 females and the total 
numbers of households of the whole Tehsil are 6,852.
99
 As already mentioned 
above the whole tehsil is both urban and rural in nature and according to revenue 
office report the rural population contribute 31,645 (72.52) % and urban 
population contribute 11,994 (27.48) % to the total population. There is a vast 
potential for socio-economic development as the area is rich in natural resources 
like green dense forests, mineralized water, varied types of essential flora and 
fauna and fertile soil etc., Moreover in the presence of these divergent socio- 
geographical features, various agricultural activities are performed which 
essentially contribute to the socio economic prosperity of the area. According to 
land revenue records of Charari-Sharief, the total geographical area of the Tehsil 
is 14402 Acres with forest 706 Acres and net area sown  3848 Acres, gross area 
sown  6344 Acres and cultivated area 10,192 Acres, the total cultivated land 
10,192 Acres has been   divided into irrigated 4,099 Acres and un-irrigated 6,093 
Acres, Moreover the cultivated land is used for cultivation of different cash crops 
like maize, wheat, pulses, Saffron, paddy and different types of vegetables and 
fruits, the land under maize cultivation is 2,045 Acres (comprising 858 irrigated 
and 1,187 un-irrigated) which comprise 20.06% of total cultivated land, paddy 
                                                            
*   Pir Panjal Range is a mountain range (5000 mt’s) in the middle Himalayas  running from east 
southeast      to west northwest across the states of Himachal Pradesh &Kashmir in the Republic 
of India as well as      Pakistan occupied Kashmir. 
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   L.R Gupta. Gazetteer of Kashmir and Ladakh.1890:276, New Delhi  
99
   Report from  Revenue Tehsil office Charari-Sharief 2010  
T
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occupies 2.85% and pulses occupy 22.78% respectively. 3,234 Acres (31.73)%  
land is under wheat, vegetable, oil seeds and saffron cultivation  and the rest of 
the land (22.58)% is under fruit cultivation like apple, pear, almond, peach, nuts, 
plum and  apricot etc. As maximum percentage (72.71) % of population is rural 
in nature and they own their livestock like poultry, cows, buffalos, sheep/goat, 
horses, bull/ox, for both the agrarian purpose and domestic purpose. Besides 
Agriculture&Horticulture, livestock and Service sector there is huge diversity in 
Art and craft e.g. Pottery, Kangris, Carpets, Namdah and Embroidery. These 
have been recognized as the traditional economic sources of the society. Thus the 
overall economic configuration of the area is based on agriculture & horticulture, 
live stock, Service sector, art & craft practices. All these practices in aggregate 
have performed generous contribution to the prosperity of the area. Besides 
economic scenario, social scenario of the area is characterized by the availability 
of infrastructural facilities like roads, transport, educational institutions, health 
facilities, house settlements, drinking water facilities etc., as depict in the table 
3.1 
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                  Availability of Infrastructural Facilities 
                                                  Table No. 3.1  
S.No. Infrastructure Facilities Magnitude 
1. 
Schools( crèche, primary, middle, high, higher-
secondary) 
103 
2 ICDS Centre 110 
3. Health centre’s (Dispensary, Pry, Sub district Hospital) 18 
4. Tourist  guest house (tourist  bungalow) 01 
5. Electrified villages 15 
6. Villages with piped water facility 15 
7. Religious centre’s (Masjids) 46 
8. post office 3 
9. Bank  Branches 4 
10. 
 
 
Total Road length 
. Surfaced 
. Un-surfaced 
97Kms 
85Kms 
12Kms 
11. Ration Shops 25 
12. Hotels (Restaurant and tea stalls) 22 
13. Commercial complex 5 
14. Approached Roads 55 
15. Petty Shops 178 
16. Handicraft centre’s 5 
17. ITI (Industrial training institute) 01 
   Source: Field survey 2010 
As reflected in the table 3.1 the infrastructural facilities  available in the 
area of study signify that there are 103 Schools, 110 ICDS Centre’s, 18 Health 
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Centre’s, 1 Tourist Guest House, 15 Electrified Villages,  Piped Water Facility in 
15 villages, 46 Religious Centre’s (Masjids), 3 Post Offices, 4 Banks, 55 
Approached Roads with 97kms Road Length, 01 I.T.I (Industrial Training 
Institute), 5 Handicraft Cooperatives, 15 Petty shops, 5 Commercial Complex, 25 
Ration Shops and 22 Hotels (Restaurant & Tea Stall).  
Keeping in view the availability of social facilities like (education, health, 
social welfare schemes, religious centre’s, piped water, electricity etc.,) the 
infrastructural facilities like (roads, bank, post office, commercial complex etc.,) 
and the qualitative information it was observed that the main town of Charari-
Sharief is more urban and less rural in nature and is the main hub of progress and 
development. Although the surrounding villages have also achieved the progress 
and development in the availability of different social/ infrastructural facilities 
but not to desired extent as these villages are more rural and less urban in nature.  
As apparent from the preceding debate about socio-economic profile and 
the availability of different infrastructural facilities in the area of study, a need 
was felt to explore certain social indicators like population structure, family 
structure, housing pattern and source of drinking water supply etc., prior to 
analyzing the process of socio-economic development in the area of study. 
Population structure: 
In order to understand the nature of population structure from the socio-
economic point of view, one must acquaint oneself with important factors 
relating to its population like size of the population, gender ratio, gender gap and 
size of the family etc., as indicated in the table No. 3.2 
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Table No 3.2 
 Population structure  
S. 
NO 
Surveyed 
Villages 
Total No. 
of 
Househol
ds 
Total 
populati
on 
Male with 
percentage to 
total 
population 
Female with 
percentage to 
total 
population 
Family 
Size 
 
1. 
Charari -
Sharief 
2905 15418 
7802 
(50.60)% 
7616(49.40)% 5.30 
2. 
Darwan-
Nowgam 
   668 
5993 
 
3006  
(50.15)% 
 
2987(49.84)% 8.97 
3. 
Chalyancho
ntnar 
719 4289 
2064 
(48.12)% 
2225(51.87)% 5.96 
4. Pakher pora 470 3244 
1730 
(53.33)% 
1514(46.67)% 6.90 
5. 
Hardudalwa
n 
488 3825 
1890 
(49.42)% 
1935(50.58)% 7.83 
 Total 5250 32769 
16492(50.32)
% 
16277(49.67)
% 
6.24 
Source: Report from Tehsil office Charari-Sharief and Census of J &K 2001, 
Statistical hand book.Govt. of India 
The statistics shown in table 3.2 depicts that the total population of five 
selected sample villages is 32,769 with 5,250 numbers of households representing an 
average family size of 6.24. Females constitute (16,277) 49.67%   and males constitute 
(16492) 50.33% to the total population with average gender gap of 0.65%. 
Taking into consideration the statistical data analysis it has been assessed that 
many factors like size of population, male/female ratio, number of households and 
family size   were disproportionate in each sample village because of the rural/ urban 
nature of the sample villages. So in order to get the appropriate result, the statistical 
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calculation  were  made on average basis and final data (result)  were withdrawn 
accordingly like 6.24 family size, 49.67% female ratio, 50.33% male ratio and 0.65% 
gender gap. 
Now taking into consideration both the data analysis and qualitative 
information it has been assessed that very less differences are prevailing in the basic 
demographic feature i.e. gender ratio. The analysis pertaining to gender ratio in the 
sample area is 987 females per 1000 males, indicating a gender gap of 0.65% . The 
reason behind such negligible gender gap reflects that in the availability of medical, 
health, sanitation facilities and also economic empowerment of females and other 
qualitative improvements brought in the status of women as well as mortality 
conditions leading to the higher life expectancy of females.  The family size (6.24) is 
also much associated with the availability and adoption of family planning services, 
awareness programmes and the overall social developmental scenario of the area.   
 Structure of Family  
Family is a group of people, related by kinship or similar close ties, in 
which the adults assume responsibility for the care and upbringing of their natural 
or adopted children. “Family is a group of persons united by ties of marriage, 
blood or adoption; constituting a single household; interacting and 
communicating with each other in respective social roles of husband and wife, 
mother and father, son and daughter, brother and sister; and creating and 
maintaining a common culture” (Burgess and Locke). The family organization is 
not independent in it but is connected to a wider social network. Historically and 
comparatively, there have been wide variations in the family form. In order to 
analyze these differing family arrangements we use the key notions of the “Joint 
Family” and “Nuclear Family”. The Joint family refers to a group of people, 
related by kinship, where more than two generations of relatives live together or 
in very close proximity, usually forming a single household. The nuclear family 
comprises merely parents and their dependent children. The below mentioned 
table 3.3 reveals the type of family system which exists in the area of study. 
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Table No. 3.3 
Structure of Family 
Name of Village 
Total 
Households 
Surveyed 
Households 
Structure of  family 
Joint family 
Nuclear 
family 
 
CharariSharief 2905 340 142(41.76)% 198(58.24)% 
 
Darwan Nowgam 668 70 53(75.72)% 17(24.28)% 
 
Chalyan 
chontnar 719 80 50(62.5)% 30(37.5)% 
 
Pakherpora 470 55 47(85.45)% 8(14.55)% 
 
Hardu dalwan 488 55 35(63.64)% 20(36.36)% 
 
Total 5250 600 327(54.5)% 273(45.5)% 
Source: Field study 2010 
The statistical data shown in table 3.3 divulges that in the area of study, 
there exist two types of families, Joint family and Nuclear family. Out of 600 
surveyed households 327 (54.5) % reported to have continued the joint family 
system and 273 (45.5) % reported the nuclear family system. However the joint 
family and nuclear family ratio was not same in all the five selected sample 
villages.  
From the statistical information together with the qualitative information 
it was assessed that the area of study is more rural and less urban in nature and 
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agriculture being the main source of income. So the families which were more 
rural and were directly or indirectly depend  on agriculture  for their livelihood  
continued to follow the joint family system, where as the families which possess 
besides agriculture, non agricultural source of income, follow the nuclear family 
system  as the nuclear family system has developed as a concomitant of 
industrialization and modernization.  
Housing Pattern  
The basic need approach to development was initiated by world bank in 
1970’s, in which it was emphasized that no country can be considered fully 
developed if it is not able to provide its people with basic needs that sustain life, 
such as food, clothing, shelter/housing and minimal education. So housing being 
one of the survival needs is also a measure of social development. The statistics 
shown in the table 3.4 reflects the allocation of housing pattern in the area of the 
study.                                             
Table No.  3.4 
Type of House 
S.NO 
Name of 
village 
Surveyed 
Househol
ds 
 
Type of House 
Pucca 
Semi-
Pucca 
Kacha 
 
1. 
Charari-Sharief 340 
108(31.76)
% 
195(57.35)
% 
37(10.89)% 
 
2. 
Darwan-
Nowgam 
70 5(7.14)% 
20(28.58)
% 
45(64.28)% 
 
3. 
Chalyan-
Chontnar 
80 6(7.5)% 
15(18.75)
% 
59(73.75)% 
 
4. 
Pakherpora 55 
10(18.18)
% 
30(54.54)
% 
15(27.28)% 
 
5. 
Hardu-Dalwan 55 12(21.81) 
30(54.54)
% 
13(23.63)% 
 
 
Total 600 
141(23.5)
% 
290(48.34)
% 
169(28.16)% 
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       Source: Field study 2010 
The data reflected in table 3.4 reveals that maximum percentage 48.34% 
of households reported to live in semi-pucca houses. Here semi-pacca means the 
houses are made up of bricks, but cement has not been used to bind the bricks, in 
other words semi-pucca houses lack some of the necessary requirements to make 
it fully a concrete house.  28.16% reported to live in Kacha houses,  Kaccha 
means the houses are made up of mud and Kacha bricks with temporary thatched 
roof like characteristics and less percentage 23.5% reported to live in Pucca 
houses, Pucca or concrete implies  the houses are made up of cement and bricks 
with partial modern  furnishing styles. 
 Given the empirical information together with the observation it was 
experienced that there are distinct characteristics of housing pattern in the main 
town of Charari- Sharief and the surrounding villages. The houses in the main 
town are scattered in large area of land and the connectivity between settlement is 
mainly of pucca roads or pucca foot tracks, in comparison the houses in the 
surrounding villages are compactly settled and are connected  mainly by kaccha 
roads and by narrow foot tracks. The reason behind such allocation of housing 
pattern is due to the disparity in the availability of infrastructural facilities like 
roads; transport resulted in the unaffordable price of construction material and 
low socio-economic status. 
 Source of Drinking water Supply 
As already mentioned above that no country can be regarded as fully 
developed if it cannot provide its entire people with the basic needs and water is 
one among them. In this regard the statistics shown in the table 3.5 reflects the 
source of drinking water supply in the area of study.  
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                                                     Table No. 3.5 
                                    Source of Drinking water Supply 
S. 
No. 
Name of 
Village 
Surveyed 
Household
s 
 
Only Piped                                       
water 
Only 
Surface 
water 
Only 
Ground 
water 
Both Piped, 
Ground  & 
Surface 
Water 
 
1. 
Charari-Sharief 340 
335(98.52)
% 
- - 5(1.48)% 
 
2. 
Darwan-
Nowgam 
70 65(92.85)% - - 5(7.15)% 
 
3. 
Chalyan-
Chontnar 
80 75(93.75)% - - 5(6.25)% 
 
4 
Pakherpora 55 50(90.90)% - - 5(9.10)% 
 
5. 
Hardu-Dalwan 55 53(96.36)% - - 2(3.64)% 
 
 
Total 600 
578(96.33)
% 
- - 22(3.67)% 
Source: Field study 2010 
The statistical figures showed in the table 3.5 reveals that majority of the 
sample households 96.33% use only piped water where as zero percent use only 
surface and ground water. However very less  and negligible percentage of 
population 3.67% use both piped as well as ground and surface water. 
Based on statistical analysis and qualitative information, it has been observed 
that the whole area is situated on a slope of hill with no river or stream flowing 
especially through the main town.  So maximum 96.33% surveyed families use only 
piped water. This indicates the whole tehsil is equipped with piped water facility. 
Moreover the villages near by forests employ besides piped water, stream water 
coming from glaciers and ground water but constitute very less 3.67% percentage of 
the surveyed households. 
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Occupational pattern of Surveyed Households 
The occupational structure reflects the diversification of economic 
activities and represents the socio-economic scenario of an area. The 
occupational structure of the area of study is shown in the table No.3.6 
                                                     Table No. 3.6 
                        Occupational Pattern of Surveyed Households 
 
village 
Surveye
d 
Househ
old 
 
Agricult
ure 
 
Labour 
 
Art 
&Craft 
 
Govt. 
Employ 
Business
/ 
Private 
Sector 
work 
Others 
(Refine
d 
begging
) 
 
Charari-
Sharief 
340 
80 
(23.53)
% 
9   
(2.65)
% 
78 
(22.94)
% 
80 
(23.52)% 
70  
(20.59)% 
23 
(6.77)% 
 
DarwanNow
gam 
70 
43 
(61.42)
% 
10  
(14.28)
% 
7 
(10.00)
% 
5 
 (7.15)% 
5 
(7.15)% 
-- 
 
ChalyanCho
ntnar 
80 
52  
(65.00)
% 
17  
(21.25)
% 
8 
(10.00)
% 
3  
 (3.75)% 
-- -- 
 
Pakherpora 
55 
32 
(58.18)
% 
3  
(5.46)
% 
9 
(16.36)
% 
6 
(10.90)% 
2  
 (3.64)% 
3(5.46)
% 
 
Hardudalwa
n 
55 
37  
(67.28)
% 
3 
(5.46)
% 
5 
(9.09)% 
6  
(10.90)% 
4  
(7.27)% 
- 
 
 
Total 
600 
244  
(40.66)
% 
42  
(7.00)
% 
107 
(17.84)
% 
100 
(16.66)% 
81  
(13.5)% 
26 
(4.34)% 
Source: Field study 2010 
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                        Occupational Pattern of Surveyed households 
The figures indicated in the table 3.6 reflects that there is a diversification of 
economic activity as maximum (244) 40.66% households are engaged in 
agriculture and (42) 7.00% are engaged as labourers, (107) 17.84% are engaged 
in Art & Craft works and (100) 16.66% are engaged as Govt. Employs, 81(13.5) 
% are engaged in business/private sector and very less (26) 4.34% are engaged in 
refined begging
100
 as their occupation. 
 Taking the overall manifestation of empirical analysis and the qualitative 
information it has been observed that about 90% population is rural in nature and 
were supposed to follow only agricultural practices as their main occupation but 
after the abolition of the Zamindari system, the agrarian reforms changed the 
overall socio-economic scenario. Land reforms were followed by free education, 
medical facilities, construction of roads, and availability of loan facilities etc., so 
the availability of infrastructural facilities boosted the overall scenario of 
development. Because as a result of social change in the availability of variety of 
                                                          
100
    Refined Begging reflects to collect offerings made at the shrines. In Kashmiri language it is 
        recognized by the Phrase “Peer-Muridi”.   
Agriculture, 40.66 
Lobour, 7 
Art/Craft Work, 
17.84 
Govt. Employ, 
16.66 
Buisness/Private 
Sector Work, 13.5 
Others, 4.34 
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social & infrastructural facilities people followed the occupational mobility 
system and left their traditional occupational pattern by working in different 
sectors like govt. Private, business, craft works etc., It was observed that only few 
percent of households followed their traditional occupations because of one and 
the other reason like love for their traditional occupation,  living far-flung, more 
rural, lack of road and other infrastructural facilities, no other means of 
livelihood, health problems etc., Moreover the occupational pattern were not 
identical in all the surveyed villages of the area, it was disproportionate and was 
based on rural/ urban nature of the  sample villages. 
   Based on the above mentioned socio-demographic back ground of the 
area of study, we made an effort to analyze the process of socio-economic 
development in association with the variables like Agriculture & Horticulture, 
Art & Craft and Education. 
 Agriculture is the main occupation and predominant factor of economy 
as 90% of the population is directly or indirectly depend on agricultural & 
horticultural activities and agriculture & horticulture being both primary well as 
the secondary source of income as shown in the table No. 3.7    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
72 
 
                                          Table No. 3.7 
          Agriculture & Horticulture: Primary and Secondary Source of Income  
 
 
Village 
 
Surveyed   
Househol
ds 
Primary Source of Income 
Secondary Source of 
Income 
Agriculture & 
Horticulture 
Non 
Agriculture/ 
Horticulture 
Agricultur
e& 
Horticultu
re 
Non 
Agricultu
re 
 
Charari-
Sharief 
340 50 (14.70)% 130 (38.23) 
100 
(29.42% 
60 
(17.65)% 
 
Darwan-
Nowgam 
70 50 (71.42)% 8 (11.42)% 5 (7.15)% 
7 
(10.00)% 
 
Chalyan-
Chontnar 
80 60 (75.00)% 5 (6.25)% 
10 
(12.5)% 
5 (6.25)% 
 
Pakherpora 
55 30 (54.54)% 10 (18.19)% 
10 
(18.19)% 
5 (9.08)% 
 
Hardu-Dalwan 
55 40 (72.72)% 3 (5.46)% 
8 
(14.54)% 
4 (7.28)% 
 
Total 
600 230 (38.34% 156 (26.00)% 
133 
(22.16% 
81 
(13.5)% 
Source: Field study 2010 
       The table 3.7 indicates that maximum percentage 38.34% households have 
Agriculture & Horticulture their primary source of income. In comparison 
26.00% households have non-agriculture their primary source of income. 
However 22.16% of households have Agriculture & Horticulture their secondary 
source of income and only 13.5% of population has non-agriculture their 
secondary source of income.  
Based on the above statistical  data and qualitative information, it has 
been observed that in aggregate out of 100% surveyed households, 60.5%  
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reported to have agriculture and horticulture both their primary as well as 
secondary source of income because by occupation they belong to  main 
agriculturalists/cultivators. The rest 39.5% households reported that their   
primary and secondary source of income is based on their occupation other than 
agriculture like government job, skilled labor, simple labour etc., The reason 
behind such fact  are so many like less production of agricultural crops, 
insufficient infrastructural facilities, no land or  less land possession because of 
change in the family structure like break down of joint family system and 
existence of nuclear family system resulted in the division of land repeatedly. 
Land under Different Crop Cultivation 
The cultivation and production of agricultural crops varies from region to 
region. The whole tehsil of Charari-Sharief is situated on a slope of hill which is 
its main characteristic feature. Though various efforts have been made by the 
local population and the government in bringing more and more land under 
cultivation and success has been achieved to some extent but still a lot remains to 
be done. The most commonly cultivated crops are, Cash Crops: Maize, Wheat, 
Pulses, Oil seeds and Saffron. Vegetables: Potato, Kale, Knol-Khal, Brinjal, 
Chellies, Tomato, Bottle Guard, Cucumber, Carrot, Radish, Turnip, Onion, 
Spinach, Methi, Corriender. Fruits: Apple, Pear, Apricot, Almond, Nut, Peach, 
Plum. The below mentioned table 3.8 depicts the cultivation of different crops. 
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                                                         Table No. 3.8  
  Land under Different Crop Cultivation 
        Village 
Surveyed 
Households 
Fruits Vegetable Paddy Saffron Pulses 
Mixed 
Fruits,Pulses 
Vegetables 
 
Charari-Sharief 
340 
89 
26.18% 
10 
2.94% 
- 
25 
7.35% 
5 
1.47% 
211 
62.06% 
 
Darwan-Nowgam 
70 
8 
11.42% 
7 
10.00% 
- - 
10 
14.28% 
45 
64.28% 
 
ChalyanChontnar 
80 
12 
15.00% 
5 
6.25% 
- - 
8 
10.00% 
55 
68.75% 
 
Pakherpora 
55 
     5 
9.09% 
8 
14.55% 
5 
9.09% 
- 
6 
10.90% 
31 
56.36% 
Hardu-Dalwan 55 
10 
18.18% 
6 
10.90% 
- - 
4 
7.27% 
35 
63.63% 
Total 600 
124 
20.67% 
36 
6.00% 
5 
0.83% 
25 
4.16% 
33 
5.5% 
377 
62.83% 
Source: Field study 2010 
From the above given statistical analysis it is evident that high percentage 
62.83%   surveyed households  cultivate all  fruits, vegetables and pulses, 
however very less percent 0.83% households cultivate  paddy,  4.16% households  
cultivate  saffron, 20.68% households cultivate  only  fruits,  5.5% households  
cultivate only pulses and 6.00% households  cultivate  only vegetables. 
Taking into consideration the statistical analysis and qualitative 
information it has been assessed that the cultivation of dissimilar agricultural 
products varies from village to village in the same tehsil. As so many factors like 
availability of irrigation facilities, climatic conditions, topological features, nature 
and type of soil etc., have a great impact on both cultivation and production of 
different agricultural crops including fruits. Like cultivation of paddy needs 
plenty of irrigation facility, so negligible percent 0.83 % households cultivate 
paddy because on the one hand as a result of hilly landscape water retaining 
capacity of soil is very less and on the other hand the irrigation facility is not 
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sufficient. So for as the cultivation of saffron is concerned, it needs the fertile and 
dry type of soil, little bit sloppy in nature, based on these characteristic features 
only 4.16% households cultivate the saffron. Moreover the remaining agricultural 
crops, vegetables, fruits do not need any specific characteristic feature, so these 
are cultivated throughout the whole tehsil. 
Land Holding in Kanals       
      Land holding plays an important role in over all agricultural production, 
which in turn affects both social and economic life of the people. 
The revenue records of Charari- Sharief reveals that the total geographical area of 
the tehsil is 14402 Acres with forest 706 Acres and net area sown is 3848 Acres, 
Gross area sown is 6344 Acres and cultivated area 10192 Acres. The rest of the 
land 3504 Acres remains uncultivable, mainly due to the barrenness, hilly surface 
and unavailability of irrigation facilities. The following table 3.9 presents the 
summary of land possession in Kanals per surveyed household                            
                                                      Table No. 3.9 
                                    Land Holding in Kanals per Household 
 
Village 
Surveyed 
Households 
 
Land Holding in Kanals 
No 
Land 
1-5 
Kanal 
5 -10 
Kanal 
10-20 
Kanal 
20 Kanal 
And 
Above 
Charari-Sharief 340 
     68 
20.00% 
100 
29.41% 
108 
31.76% 
59 
17.35% 
5 
1.47% 
Darwan-Nowgam 70 
4 
5.71% 
      30      
42.85% 
20 
28.57% 
12 
17.14% 
4 
5.71% 
ChalyanChontnar 80 
2 
2.5% 
 
36 
45% 
25 
31.25 
10 
12.5% 
7 
8.75% 
Pakherpora 55 
5 
9.09 
       20 
36.37% 
15 
27.27% 
12 
21.81% 
3 
5.45% 
Hardudalwan 55 
3 
5.45% 
        28 
50.90% 
10 
18.11% 
10 
18.11% 
4 
7.27% 
Source: Field study 2010 
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The above table 3.9 reveals that the percentage of land holding among all 
the surveyed households is not equal, as few percent 13.67% surveyed 
households are landless. In comparison 35.67% fall in the category of 1-5 Kanals 
of land possession, 29.67% fall in the category of 5-10 Kanals and 17.16% fall in 
the category of 10-20 Kanals. Those who possess above 20 Kanals of land 
comprise very less percentage i.e. 3.83%. 
 As evident from the empirical information, it has been observed that after 
the end of autocratic rule in 1947, The Big Landed Estates Abolition Act 1950 
and the Agriculturalist Debt Relief Act which accompanied the abolition of 
Jagirdari system brought about fundamental changes in the socio-economic 
scenario of the people. The abolition of Jagirdari system tied with agrarian 
reforms has had a good impact on the social and economic life of the people. 
According to 1981 census the average size of land holding in Kashmir region 
ranged from 0.36 hectares to 0.69 hectares, the lowest, when compared to 
national level average size of holding. So since then the average holding has been 
reduced further, by way of sub-division and fragmentation in consequence of 
increase in the population and break-up of the joint family system.  
Main Source of Irrigation 
The hilly landscape of the area is the basic feature of the whole tehsil. So 
water retaining capacity of the soil is very low. The below given table 3.10 
represents the main source of irrigation facility. 
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Table No. 3.10 
Main Source of Irrigation 
Name of 
Village 
Surveyed 
Household 
Source of irrigation 
Rain Water Ground Water Surface Water 
Charari 
sharief 
340 330(97.06)% 10(2.94)% -            - 
Darwan 
Nowgam 
70 60(85.72)% 5(7.14)% 5(7.14)% 
Chalyan 
chontnar 
80 68(85.00)% 8(10.00)% 4(5.00)% 
 
Pakherpora 
55 43(78.18)% 4(7.28)% 8(14.54)% 
Hardu 
Dalwan 
55 53(96.34)% 2(3.64)% - - 
 
Total 
600 554(92.34)% 29(4.83)% 17(2.83)% 
Source: Field study 2010. 
The data shown in the table 3.10 reflects that maximum percent 92.34%  
households employ rain water as the main source of irrigation. However less 
percent 2.83% households employ surface water and 4.83% employ ground water 
as source of irrigation. 
 In the background of empirical facts based on statistical data it has been 
observed that rain is the main source of irrigation. However few villages are near 
to forests, these employ the stream water and ground water as secondary source 
of irrigation. The stream water comes from mountains (glaciers) and is reserved 
in a dam or water reservoir which is 10 km’s away from the main town of 
Charari-Sharief. Despite government claims that all cultivable land has been 
brought under irrigation through canals, tanks, reservoirs, recharge pits, water 
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harvesting tanks etc., but still remains to be done as the irrigation facilities are 
still un-even and irregular . 
Agricultural Implements 
In the whole tehsil Agricultural practices are carried out by both 
traditional like plough wooden/iron, spade, sickle, harrow cultivator etc., as well 
by modern tools like grass cutters, spray machines, threshers etc., The following 
table 3.11 represents the usage of agriculture implements. 
Table No.    3.11 
Type of Agricultural Implements used 
 
Village 
Surveyed 
Households 
Traditional Tools Modern Tools 
 
Charari sharief 
340 289(85.00)% 51(15.00)% 
 
Darwan Nowgam 
70 65(92.85)% 5(7.14)% 
 
Chalyanchontnar 
80 74(92.5)% 6(7.5)% 
 
Pakherpora 
55 52(94.54)% 3(5.45)% 
 
Hardu dalwan 
55 50(90.90)% 5(9.09)% 
 
Total 
600 530(88.34)% 70(11.66)% 
 Source:  Field study 2010 
The statistics shown in table 3.11 indicates that 11.66% households use 
modern agricultural implements, where as 88.34% households still use and rely 
on traditional agricultural implements. 
Taking into consideration the data analysis and the qualitative information 
it has been observed that majority of households 88.34% use traditional tools for 
their agricultural practices. Because on the one hand posession of small land 
holdings per household and on the other hand hilly nature of the land and less 
awareness among people about the use of modern tools.  Although 11.66%  
households  are using modern tools like spray-machines, Foot pump machines 
and threshers but more sophisticated modern tools like tractors are not used 
because of the of the sloppy land surface .  
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Usage of Different Types of Fertilizers, Insecticides, Pesticides and Manure 
for both Agricultural Crops and Orchards 
 Usage of different types of fertilizers, insecticides, pesticides and manure 
play an important role in bringing about both the qualitative and quantitative 
changes in the agricultural production. The below mentioned table 3.12 
represents the usage of fertilizers, insecticides, pesticides and manure in the area 
of study.             
Table No.  3.12 
Type of fertilizers used for both Agricultural Crops and Orchards. 
 
Village 
Surveyed 
Household
s 
 
Type of Fertilizer 
UREA, DAP 
&     MOP 
Manure 
Both Fertilizers 
&Manure 
 
Charari sharief 
340 290(85.29)% 10(2.94)% 40(11.76)% 
 
Darwan 
Nowgam 
70 20(28.57)% 15(21.42)% 35(50.00)% 
 
Chalyan 
Chontnar 
80 50(62.5)% 10(12.5)% 20(25.00)% 
 
Pakherpora 
55 20(36.36)% 15(27.27)% 20(36.36)% 
 
Hardu Dalwan 
55 30(54.54)% 5(9.09)% 20(36.36)% 
 
Total 
600 410(68.34)% 55(9.16)% 135(22.5)% 
Source: Field study 2010. 
The table 3.12 shows that (68.34)%  households use ,Urea, DAP, and 
MOP, whereas (22.5)%   households use both Urea, DAP, MOP and Manure but 
very less percentage (9.16)% of households  use only manure for both 
agricultural crops including orchards. 
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 Based on the empirical evidence together with the observation it was 
experienced that  maximum percent 68.34% households use Urea, DAP (Di- 
Ammonium-Phosphate), and MOP (Murita Potash) etc., for their agricultural 
crops including orchards. This represents the active role of government by 
keeping these fertilizers available on subsidy basis. On the other hand 22.5% 
households use both fertilizers and manure as these households own their live 
stock and use the live stock excreta as manure. In comparison very less 9.16% of 
households use only manure, because of far- flung, non availability of fertilizers, 
and less awareness about the qualitative and quantitative agricultural production. 
Surplus Production 
Surplus production or surplus product is whatever is produced in excess 
of necessaries (Karl Marx). The below given table 3.13 reflects the pattern of 
surplus production in the area of study.  
Table No. 3.13 
Pattern of Surplus Production 
 
Village 
 
Surveyed  
Households 
No. of Households able  
to Produce Surplus 
production 
No. of Households 
not able to  Produce  
Surplus Production 
Charari sharief 
 
340 
263(77.36)% 77(22.64)% 
Darwan 
Nowgam 
 
70 
64(91.43)% 6(8.57)% 
Chalyan 
chontnar 
 
80 
70(87.5)% 10(12.5)% 
Pakherpora 
 
55 
44(80.00)% 11(20.00)% 
Hardu Dalwan 
 
55 
50(90.91)% 5(9.09)% 
Total 
 
600 
491(81.83)% 109(18.17)% 
Source: Field study 2010 
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The statistics shown in table 3.13 indicates that majority of households 
491(81.83) % produce the surplus production. Whereas 109 (18.17) % 
households do not produce surplus production. 
 Taking into consideration the data analysis and the qualitative information 
it has been observed that 100% surveyed households do not produce surplus 
production as 81.83% households were able to produce surplus and in 
comparison less percent 18.17% of households were not able to produce surplus 
because there is a close relationship between the land holding and surplus 
production. The small land holding, less use of improved technology of high 
yielding variety seeds, lack of irrigation facilities, un-favorable climatic 
conditions and less fertile soil etc., results in only the subsistence level of 
production and not the surplus production. 
Selling of Surplus Production 
  The pattern of Selling of surplus production depends upon the availability 
of marketing facility and quantity of surplus production. The below given table 
3.14 reflects the prototype of selling of surplus production in the area of study 
Table No.  3.14 
Pattern of Selling of Surplus Production 
 
Village 
 
Surveyed 
Households 
 
Selling of Surplus Production 
Not 
Applicable 
Barter 
system 
Cash 
Both Barter 
& Cash 
Charari-Sharief 
 
340 
77(22.64)% 20(5.88)% 
198(58.24)
% 
45(13.24)% 
Darwan-
Nowgam 
70 
 
6(8.57)% 
5(7.14)% 
48(68.57)
% 
11(15.72)% 
Chalyan-
Chontnar 
80 
 
10(12.5)% 
4(5.00)% 
60(75.00)
% 
6(7.5)% 
Pakherpora 
 
55 
 
11(20.00)% 
7(12.73)% 
35(63.64)
% 
2(3.63)% 
Hardu-Dalwan 
 
55 
5(9.09)% 4(7.28)% 
40(72.73)
% 
6(10.90)% 
Total 
 
600 
109(18.16)
% 
40(6.67)% 
381(63.5)
% 
70(11.67)% 
Source: Field study 2010 
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The statistics shown in table 3.14 indicates that highest percentage 63.5 
%,( 381) households sell their surplus production by cash where as 18.16% (109) 
households do not produce any surplus production and very less percentage 6.67 
%( 40) households sell their surplus production by barter system. However 
11.67% (70) households sell their surplus production by both barter and cash 
system. 
Taking into consideration the data analysis it was assessed that majority 
of households sell their surplus crops to local shopkeepers in vicinity areas by 
cash and surplus fruits to both locals and outsiders or money lenders by cash 
payment. But sometimes they grow fruits and go fruit less because in un-
availability of marketing facility, they are being exploited   by money lenders. 
However 6.67% of the households were not able to produce the surplus 
production, because of so many reasons like small land holding, not fertile soil, 
unfavorable topological conditions etc., Barter system was adopted by 6.67% of 
households, whose surplus production was limited and they exchanged their 
surplus production by the essential commodities of their life. 11.67% of 
households used to sell their surplus production by both barter and cash system 
.They sell their surplus crops through barter system and surplus fruits by cash 
 Per Annum Income based on Surplus Production  
Income is the most basic factor which determines the socio-economic 
scenario. The mode of life saving investment and overall standard of life depends 
on the income, Thus both the income pattern and the trends in growth of income 
are essential for developmental analysis of the people. The following table 3.15 
reveals the income/Annum based on Surplus production of the area of study. 
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Table No. 3.15 
Per Annum Income based on surplus production 
 
 
Village 
 
Surveyed 
Househol
d 
No. of 
Househol
ds  not 
able  to 
produce 
Surplus 
productio
n 
Up to 
Rs 25000 
Rs 
25000- 
Rs 50000 
Rs 
50000- 
Rs 
100000 
Rs 
100000 
And 
Above 
Charari-
Sharieh 
340 
77    
(22.64)% 
 
53  
(15.58)% 
 
98  
(28.84)% 
60  
(17.14)% 
52 
(15.29)
% 
 
Darwan 
Nowgm 
70 
6        
(8.58)% 
24  
(34.28)% 
19   
(27.14)% 
12  
(17.14)% 
9 
(12.85)
% 
Chalyan 
Chontnr 
 
80 
10      
(12.5)% 
19   
(23.75)% 
23  
(28.75)% 
20  
(25.00)% 
8  
(10.00)
% 
Pakherpora 
 
55 
11    
(20.00%) 
13  
(23.64)% 
18  
(32.73)% 
8    
(14.54)% 
5   
(9.09)% 
Hardu Dalwan 55 
5           
(9.09) 
 
10    
(18.19) 
 
23  
(41.81)% 
10  
(18.18)% 
7(12.73)
% 
 
Total 
 
600 
 
109 
(18.17)% 
 
119 
(19.83)% 
 
181 
(30.17)% 
 
110 
(18.33)% 
 
81 
(13.5)% 
Source: Field Study 2010     
The table No.3.15 depicts that all the surveyed villages of the tehsil do not 
have the comparable income per annum based on surplus production, but in 
average, maximum percentage (30.17) % household’s fall in the income category 
of Rs 25000-50000/Annum. However (19.83) % households fall in the income 
category of up to Rs 25000/ annum and (18.33) % households fall in the income 
category of Rs 50000-100000/Annum and very less percentage (13.5) % 
households fall in the income category of above Rs 100000/Annum. However 
(18.17) % households do not produce any surplus production. 
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From the above given statistical information  together with the 
observation it was assessed that  on the one hand there is a close relationship 
between the land holding per household and income per year. But on the other 
hand  the availability of infrastructural  facilities like roads transport, market  
facilities, availability and usage of fertilizers, pesticides, insecticides and variety 
of high yielding seeds etc.,  have a great impact  on the increased surplus 
production resulting in increased income/ year. It was  also assessed that 
(18.17)% of households were not able to produce the surplus production because 
these were very far-flung and due to the non-availability of infrastructural 
facilities and no information, no knowledge regarding the use of  fertilizers, 
insecticides, pesticides  etc., kept them away from the pattern of surplus 
production. 
 Role of Government in Agricultural Development 
Government is playing an imperative role to bring the qualitative and 
quantitative changes in agricultural products. The below given table 3.16 depicts 
the increased production scenario of different agricultural crops.                                         
Table No. 3.16 
                           Agricultural Production per Year in Quintals per Hectre 
 
Name of 
The Crop 
2000
-01 
2001
-02 
2002-
03 
2003
-04 
2004-
05 
2005
-06 
2006-
07 
2007
-08 
2008
-09 
 
Maize 
30 
Qtl 
32 
Qtl 
35.5 
Qtl 
37 
Qtl 
38.5 
Qtl 
38.5 
Qtl 
40 Qtl 
42.8 
Qtl 
50 
Qtl 
 
Moonge 
6 Qtl 
6.5 
Qtl 
6.75 
Qtl 
7 Qtl 
7.75 
Qtl 
7.75 
Qtl 
7.75 
Qtl 
8 Qtl 
8.5 
Qtl 
 
Beens 
10 
Qtl 
10.5 
Qtl 
10.5 
Qtl 
10.7
5 Qtl 
10.8 
Qtl 
11 
Qtl 
11.5 
Qtl 
12  
Qtl 
12 
Qtl 
 
Wheat 
35 
Qtl 
37 
Qtl 
37 
Qtl 
37.5 
Qtl 
37.75 
Qtl 
38 
Qtl 
38.5 
Qtl 
40 
qtl 
40 
Qtl 
 
Peas 
(Green) 
230 
Qtl 
232 
Qtl 
235 
Qtl 
235 
Qtl 
245 
Qtl 
245 
Qtl 
245 Qtl 
248 
Qtl 
250 
Qtl 
 
Oil Seeds 
8 Qtl 
8.5 
Qtl 
9 Qtl 9 Qtl 
9.5 
Qtl 
10 
Qtl 
10 Qtl 
10.5 
Qtl 
12 
Qtl 
 
Saffran 
3.8 
Kg 
4 Kg 
4.2 
Kg 
4.25
0 Kg 
4.5 
Kg 
4.5 
Kg 
4.650 
Kg 
4.70
0 Kg 
5 Kg 
 196 200 210 210 225 225 235 Qtl 240 240 
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Potato Qtl Qtl Qtl Qtl Qtl Qtl Qtl Qtl 
 
Kale 
150 
Qtl 
150 
Qtl 
150.7
5 Qtl 
160 
Qtl 
160.5 
Qtl 
160.
5 Qtl 
175 Qtl 
175 
Qtl 
210 
Qtl 
 
Knol-
Khal 
200 
Qtl 
210 
Qtl 
220 
Qtl 
220 
Qtl 
225 
Qtl 
225 
Qtl 
250 Qtl 
250 
Qtl 
250 
Qtl 
 
Brinjal 
130 
Qtl 
135 
Qtl 
137 
Qtl 
140 
Qtl 
142 
Qtl 
145 
Qtl 
145 Qtl 
155 
Qtl 
160 
Qtl 
 
Chelly 
12 
Qtl 
12 
Qtl 
12.5 
Qtl 
12.5 
Qtl 
12.75 
Qtl 
13 
Qtl 
13.5 
Qtl 
13.5 
Qtl 
14 
Qtl 
 
Tomato 
175 
Qtl 
175 
Qtl 
177 
Qtl 
180 
Qtl 
180Q
tl 
180.
5 Qtl 
190 Qtl 
190 
Qtl 
195 
Qtl 
 
Bottle 
Guard 
160 
Qtl 
165 
Qtl 
160 
Qtl 
165 
Qtl 
165 
Qtl 
170 
Qtl 
170.5Q
tl 
175 
Qtl 
175 
Qtl 
 
Cucumbe
r 
50 
Qtl 
50 
Qtl 
55 
Qtl 
60 
Qtl 
60.5 
Qtl 
65 
Qtl 
65 Qtl 
70 
Qtl 
70 
Qtl 
 
Carrot 
180 
Qtl 
180.
5 Qtl 
180 
Qtl 
185 
Qtl 
185 
Qtl 
190 
Qtl 
195 Qtl 
210 
Qtl 
215 
Qtl 
 
Raddish 
180 
Qtl 
180 
Qtl 
185 
Qtl 
190 
Qtl 
195 
Qtl 
195.
5 Qtl 
197 Qtl 
205 
Qtl 
207 
Qtl 
 
Turnip 
210 
Qtl 
215 
Qtl 
225 
Qtl 
235 
Qtl 
235 
Qtl 
240 
Qtl 
242 Qtl 
245 
Qtl 
245 
Qtl 
 
Onion 
230 
Qtl 
232 
Qtl 
232 
Qtl 
235 
Qtl 
237 
Qtl 
237.
5 Qtl 
238 Qtl 
240 
Qtl 
240 
Qtl 
 
Spinach 
110 
Qtl 
115 
Qtl 
115 
Qtl 
117 
Qtl 
118.5 
Qtl 
120 
Qtl 
122 Qtl 
122 
Qtl 
125 
Qtl 
 
Methi 
52 
Qtl 
52 
Qtl 
52.5 
Qtl 
54 
Qtl 
54.5 
Qtl 
56 
Qtl 
56 Qtl 
62 
Qtl 
65 
Qtl 
 
Corriend
er 
45 
Qtl 
45.5 
Qtl 
47 
Qtl 
48.5 
Qtl 
50 
Qtl 
52 
Qtl 
52.5 
Qtl 
54 
Qtl 
55.5 
Qtl 
Source: Agriculture Evaluation Officer Charari-Sharief. 2010 
Figure: Qtl:- Quintal (100 Kgs) 
While analyzing and assessing the above given agricultural production 
data, the Agriculture Evaluation Officer, Charief-Sharief  reported that the 
increased agricultural  production in the concerned area is the result of 
implementation of various  innovative scientific technology based policies and 
programmes like, (i) Introduction  of certified hybrid seed/ high yielding variety 
seeds through ‘Seed village Scheme’  to the farmer through demonstration (ii) 
Demonstration of irrigation resources like recharge pits, water harvesting 
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tanks.(iii) Demonstration and of use of chemical, biochemical fertilizers in 
balanced doses to the farmer.(iv) Agricultural implements like sprayers and 
pumps are provided to fruit growers on subsidized rates.(v) Distribution of green 
houses free of cost to the farmer for vegetable production.(vi) Distribution of 
improved quality fruit plants to the farmer free of cost.(vii) Demonstration of 
transplantation of age old fruit plants by newly improved fruit plants etc., 
Moreover in order to renovate the socio-economic status of agricultural 
community/ farmers, the government has won the distinction of having 
introduced reform legislation of considerable magnitude by articulation of land 
reform through vesting of ownership rights of the state land to the farmers. The 
second major Agrarian Reform which has an exception of non- payment of 
compensation for acquisition of surplus land with the condition that the 
beneficiary under the scheme shall utilize the land for bonafide purpose. The 
reform has inbuilt spirit of inclusive growth of agriculture sector aimed at 
increasing the production and productivity on one hand and removal of poverty, 
employment generation and self reliance.  
Art and Craft   
Kashmir is well known from ancient times, as much for the beauty of 
nature, and for its arts and crafts and has been justly renowned for centuries, all 
over the world.
101
 The creative ability of the craftsmen has given a great boost to 
the crafts of the state and have made them world famous. The peculiar climatic 
conditions have also contributed for the growth of this sector. Lack of other 
outdoor occupation because of severe winter has forced many adopt indoor jobs 
and handicrafts have proved to be the ideal occupation. The handicraft items of 
the state are: carpet, Namdas, Pattu, Lois and blankets, the Kangri making and 
Wicker willow, Paper machie, Pashmina Shawl Industry, Silver wares and 
imitation Jewellery, Nara making, Calico printing, Pottery etc.
102
 
                                                            
101
    S.K Sharma and S.R Bakhshi. Encyclopedia of Kashmir: (The Arts and Crafts of 
Kashmir).1995:57,         New Delhi. Anmol Publication 
102
   Dr. Santosh Gupta.  Jammu Kashmir Handicraft and Global market. 1992:14, New Delhi. 
Anmol         Publication 
87 
 
In context to the area of study, i-e Tehsil Charari-Sharief , is characterized 
by huge diversity in art and craft like pottery, Kangri making, carpet weaving, 
Namdah making and Embroidery (Suzni and Crewel) works. 
         In reference to the above mentioned variety of art & craft works, prevailing 
in the area of study, the below mentioned table 3.17 depicts the demographic 
scenario of the surveyed households engaged with particular art and craft.  
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The figures shown in the table 3.17 reflects that out of 107 household, 18(16.82) 
% was engaged with Pottery. 13(12.14)% with Kangri making, 14(13.08)% with 
Namdah making, 30(28.03)% with carpet weaving and 32(29.90)% with 
embroidery works. 
Keeping in consideration the empirical study and the qualitative 
information gathered during field study it has been assessed that maximum 
(29.90)% households are involved in embroidery works because it has gained 
great popularity in recent years due to the excessive demand for its various 
varieties like yarma, crewel and suzni etc., and availability of readily market for 
embroidered goods. In addition to this government has played a positive role in 
flourishing this craft in terms of establishing the various embroidery centre’s 
from time to time like suzni and crewel centre. There by imparting the economic 
empowerment to the female folk between the age of 18-45 and increased 
economic productivity of the area. 
It has also been observed that following the art of embroidery works 
(28.03) % surveyed households are involving in carpet weaving because it 
supports a large number of rural artisans by offering them gainful remuneration 
and regular employment as it requires a low capital intensive technology. Thus it 
acts as an effective means for promoting the growth and development of the 
concerned area especially the rural and economically backward villages of the 
area of study. 
Finally it has also been observed that less percentage of surveyed 
households were engaged with pottery because as a result of social change 
followed by cultural diversity there is a less demand for pottery goods with 
limited market availability. The use of Kangri is limited to Jammu and Kashmir 
State only due to the climatic variations, as Kangries are demanded in a particular 
season. Regarding Namdah making it has been observed that people especially in 
rural backward areas are engaged with this craft because they are in possession of 
the raw material like lamb wool and sheep’s wool etc., required for the making of 
Namda. 
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The result of social change lead to the cultural diversity as there is a 
decreasing trend towards the usage and manufacturing of traditional art/craft 
goods. The below given table 3.18 reflects the distribution of surveyed household 
family members both males and females with respect to their age, engaged with 
particular art/craft.  
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The statistical data shown in the table 3.18 reveals that less percent 17% 
workers are engaged with pottery, followed by 19.31% with Namdah, 21% with 
Embroidery works, 33.68% with Carpet and 36.58% with Kangri. The data also 
reflects that so far as the craft workers age is concerned 12.5% are above 40 years 
in the ratio of 7.73% males and 4.76% females, 8.48% fall in the age group of 30-
40 years in the ratio of 4.16% males and 4.31% females and very less 4.91% 
come in the age group of 20-30 years in the ratio of 1.93% males and 2.97% 
females. However no one worker was found in the age group of 10-20 years. 
Taking into contemplation the data analysis and the qualitative 
information, it has been observed that on the one hand there is less demand for 
traditional craft goods as the result of cultural diversity and on the other hand in 
the availability of infrastructural facilities, roads, transport, education, loan 
facilities, govt. job facility, entrepreneurship facility etc., the young new 
generation is viewing an absolute decline towards the age old hereditary 
occupations. However some respondents reported that besides other occupations 
they continue their craft works on part time basis because of so many reasons like 
love for their craft work, to enhance their economy, insufficient income for their 
livelihood etc., Moreover they also reported that government is playing a positive 
role in the enhancement of art/craft services in the form of establishing craft 
training centre’s for girls between the age of 15-45 years and imparting loan 
facilities and other opportunities to enhance the craft industry in the area of study. 
Income is the indispensable factor which indicates the over-all socio-
economic scenario and the pattern of income including the tendency in growth of 
income are also essential for financial analysis of the people. The below given 
table 3.19 represents the monthly income of the surveyed households engaged 
with art/ craft activities. 
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Monthly income of the Surveyed Households Engaged with the particular 
Art/ craft 
 Table No.  3.19 
Art & Craft 
Rs1000-3000 Rs 3000-6000 Rs 6000 & above 
Total 
No. of family 
members 
Engaged with the 
craft 
No. of family 
members 
Engaged with the 
craft 
No. of family 
members 
Engaged with the 
craft 
 
1-2 
2-
4 All 1-2 2-4 All 1-2 2-4 All 
 
Pottery 18 - - - - - - - - 18 
 
Kangri weaving 5 - - - 8 - - - - 13 
 
Namdah 
Making 10 - - - 4 - - - - 14 
 
Carpet Making 13 - - - 12 - 5 - - 30 
 
Embroidery 
works 18 - - - 14 - - - - 32 
 
Total 
64 
59.81
% - - - 
38 
35.51
%  
5 
4.67
% ` - 
107 
100% 
 Source: Field Study 2010 
The statistical data shown in the table 3.19 reveals that out of total 107 surveyed 
households which were engaged with different art & craft activities,  64 (59.81)%  
fall in the income category of 1000-3000 per month,  38 (35.51)% fall in the 
income category of 3000-6000 per month and less 5 (4.67)%  fall in the income 
category of 6000 and above. The increased amount of per month income was 
highly associated with the engagement of the number of family members in 
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different art & craft activities and the ownership/ possession of art & craft based 
business services. 
Taking into consideration the statistical data analysis and qualitative 
information it has been assessed that the end of dogra rule in 1947 resulted in the 
decline of heavy taxation and extortions and the people started to work and earn 
on their own choice like to work on part time basis, full time basis and 
accordingly on their own choice of remuneration.  Instead of heavy taxation 
formalities, the government started to boost the art/ craft services by 
implementing various welfare measures like loan facilities, training facilities, 
market facilities etc.     
Role of Government for the Enhancement of Art and Craft Services  
Handicraft industry in Kashmir is assuming greater importance in socio 
economic development. In recent years, the state government is realizing the 
potentialities of the handicraft industry and has taken steps to ensure its 
functioning on systematic lines with new ideas and new visions. The Jammu and 
Kashmir handicrafts with a network of the sales emporia in the major cities of the 
country, if providing the required marketing channels for handicrafts produced in 
various training centre’s and craft cooperatives.  
During course study, Assistant Director Handicraft Budgam, reported that 
government is providing crewel embroidery craft training to the girls above 18 
years with stipend of Rs 200/ month. In one training centre only 25 girls are 
permitted to get the training for a period of two years. Whereas for suzni craft 
work only 16 girls in one centre are allowed to get the training for a period of two 
years with stipend of Rs 100/ month. The concerned official also reported that at 
present there are three training centre’s functioning in the area of study, 
This handicraft industry plays an important role in the economy of the 
state. As per reports of the Assistant Director Handicraft Budgam, Rs 20,000/year 
income is generated from crewel embroidery goods and Rs 12,000/ year from 
Suzni goods from one training centre, the goods being made by the trainees 
during their training period. So the importance of this industry is not only due to 
the high standards of the skill and artistic beauty of the products, but also due to 
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the fact that it affords vast employment potential with comparatively low 
investment. Although this is the sector which has put the state in the export map 
of the country. 
Education 
Education being a non-economic variable is indispensable to the process 
of development, both in economic and social aspects. The role of education in the 
course of social and economic change through the intensification of skills and 
homogenization of society has been widely noted in the literature. Though 
education by itself does not generate socio-economic development, but the lack 
of it can certainly be an impediment in the process of development. Years ago 
Marshall referred to it as a “national movement”; and in our own times, the 
Education (Kothari) commission identified classrooms as places where the 
destiny of nation is shaped. A number of studies during the late 1950’s and early 
1960’s by Theodore Schultz, Edward Denison, Gary Becker, Harry Johnson, 
Robert Solow and others had demonstrated the role of education in accelerating 
the process of development.
103
  
Till the 1950’s, physical capital was considered the key button, which, if 
pressed hard enough, would set the development process in motion. However, the 
studies conducted on the nature and causes of economic growth over a long 
historical period in the developed countries revealed that while physical capital 
undoubtedly played an important role in economic growth, it was by no means as 
dominant as many economists had earlier visualized. The economists produced 
historical case studies of countries which enjoyed superior economic growth as a 
result of having paid greater attention to raising the educational levels of their 
people than did other countries. The developments in Japan and Germany after 
the Second World War are generally regarded as the classic examples of 
education being deliberately utilized as a contributing factor to rapid economic 
and social change. Investment in education, therefore, is an investment in the 
productivity of the population. Like economists, sociologists too maintained that 
                                                            
103
   R Bharadwaj and K.K. Balachandram. Planning for social and economic Development. 
1992:57, New        Delhi. Sage Publications 
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education brings about a change in the individual, promoting greater productivity, 
modern attitudes, values and beliefs about work and quality of life.
104
  
 Educational Status of Jammu and Kashmir  
The state of Jammu and Kashmir has a peculiar topography which is a 
hindrance in achieving the desired goal of complete literacy. In literacy, the state 
of Jammu and Kashmir ranks third from the bottom and the only state with lower 
literacy rate than Jammu and Kashmir are Bihar and Jharkhand.
105
 In the National 
Education scenario, Jammu And Kashmir State is subsumed as educationally 
backward in reference to the indicators like literacy rate, teacher pupil ratio, 
dropout rate and the absorption pattern of the educated persons, although a 
significant breakthrough has been made in the field of education during past few 
decades.  The state strictly adheres to the National Education Policy and with the 
exponential growth of the institutional framework and reach of service as a 
consequence of sustained investment through plan strategy improvement in every 
parameter is visible.  
The literacy rate at state level has increased from 26.67% (36.29% in 
males and 15.88% in females) as per census 1981 to 55.52% (66.60% in males 
and 43.00% in females)  as per census 2001 against 65.38% at national level 
(census 2001), showing an increase of 28.85 percentage points over the two 
decades i-e, from 1981 to 2001. Compared to all the states and union territories of 
India, the Jammu and Kashmir ranks 33
rd
 in literacy.  
  The literacy rate at state level has further increased to 65.67% with a 
dispersion of 73.30% for males and 57.11% for females as per the latest survey 
2008 (conducted by Directorate of Evaluation and statistics), there by registering 
an increase of 10.17 percentage points over the previous census 2001.The literacy 
rate of Jammu and Kashmir has registered an exponential growth rate of 2.12% 
per annum besides an exponential growth of population (aged 6years and above) 
by 1.81% per annum. 
                                                            
104
   Ibid. P.61 
105
   Indian Express. 7
th
 June 2007.   Jammu and Kashmir lags behind in Socio-economic 
development. 
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Gender disparity in literacy is a socio-historical phenomenon. In 1981, the 
literacy rate for males was 36.39% while as it was only 15.88% in case of 
females. The gap in literacy rate was 20.51 percentage points in favor of males. 
The gap in literacy has increased from 20.51 percentage points in 1981 to 23.60 
percentage points in 2001. While as it has decreased from 23.60 percentage 
points to 16.19 percentage points in 2008 exhibiting the convergence of literacy 
rates to some extent. This large disparity still continues in male/female literacy 
situation. While about three-fourth of the males in the state are literate, in 2008, 
the land mark of half (50%) has recently achieved in case of females. This 
indicates an improvement of female literacy. The district wise literacy rate in 
Jammu and Kashmir is shown in table 3.20  
District wise Percentage of Literacy Rate in Jammu and Kashmir (1981 2001- 2008) 
Table No. 3.20 
District 
 
1981 2001 2008 
 
Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 
Jammu 
 
52.60 32.40 42.86 84.4 68.5 77.0 86.95 80.14 83.73 
Samba* 
 
- - - - - - 85.96 77.37 81.91 
Srinagar 
 
41.97 24.66 33.90 69.6 48.1 59.8 81.56 68.10 75.21 
Leh 
 
36.76 12.09 25.17 75.6 52.7 65.3 74.30 67.31 71.05 
Kathua 
 
41.67 21.25 31.91 75.7 54.4 65.6 18.86 58.3 69.86 
Anantnag 
 
35.38 10.94 20.62 57.6 34.4 46.05 76.56 56.75 67.16 
Udhampur 
 
32.55 13.55 23.52 67.1 41.2 58.2 74.04 59.36 67.13 
Shopian* 
 
- - - - - - 80.2 52.29 67.08 
Ramban* 
 
- - - - - - 75.63 56.74 66.74 
Doda 
 
28.59 7.35 18.50 64.0 29.9 47.9 78.45 49.29 64.74 
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Pulwama 
 
30.58 9.21 20.47 60.70 37.7 49.6 70.29 55.38 63.28 
Kishtiwar* 
 
- - - - - - 73.48 51.45 63.12 
Kargil 
 
32.26 3.14 18.86 75.8 42.4 60.8 66.96 55 61.33 
Poonch 
 
34.20 11.24 23.39  36.0 51.2 68.9 52.69 61.28 
Baramullah 
 
30.24 9.57 20.62 57.1 32.3 45.4 67.29 48.4 58.39 
Kulgam* 
 
- - - - - - 64.13 47.68 56.4 
 
Bandipora* - - - - - - 67.29 43.94 56.3 
Reasi* 
 
- - - - - - 65.61 44.06 55.47 
Ganderbal* 
 
- - - - - - 61.62 46.67 54.59 
Budgam 
 
26.51 8.02 17.86 53.5 30.6 60.46 60.46 42.12 51.83 
Kupwara 
 
27.07 4.88 16.82 56.1 28.7 54.91 54.91 44.56 50.05 
Rajouri 
 
35.72 13.75 25.35 69.8 44.5 62.9 62.9 32 48.37 
J&k state 
 
36.29 15.88 26.67 66.6 43.0 73.3 73.3 57.11 65.67 
Source:  Literacy Report 2008, Govt. of Jammu & Kashmir, Planning and 
Development:  (Directorate of                 Economics and Statistics) Yearly Digest 
of Statistics.    
                * Newly created districts in 2007. 
The figures shown in the table reveal that the highest literacy rate in the 
state has been recorded in district Jammu with the indicator standing at 42.86% in 
1981 (52.60% males and 32.24% females), 77.00% in 2001(84.40% males and 
32.24% females) and 83.73% in 2008 with corresponding male and female 
literacy rates of 86.95% and 80.14% respectively, showing a gap of 6.81 
percentage points.  
District Rajouri stood at bottom level when estimated literacy was 
compared with other districts, with the indicator standing at 48.37 % in 2008 with 
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a dispersion of 62.90% for males and 32.00% for females, showing a gap of 
30.90 percentage points. The district had 25.35% literacy rate in 1981 which 
increased to 58.00% in 2001. Instead of increase in literacy rate, the district has 
registered a declining trend in literacy rate from 58% in 2001 to 48.37% in 2008 
of about 10 percentage points.  
The literacy rate in District Budgam has improved from 17.86% in 1981 
to 42.5% in 2001 indicating more than double in literacy rate, with a dispersion 
of 53.5 for males and 30.6 for females, showing a gap of 22.9 percentage points. 
The literacy rate as per survey 2008 has been estimated at 51.83% with a 
dispersion of 60.46% for males and 42.12% for females, showing a gap of 18.34 
percentage points. The literacy has also shown an increasing trend, there by 
registering an increase of 9.33 percentage points during 2001 to 2008. It still lags 
behind the state level by a differential of 13.84% in literacy rate. However the 
gender gap in literacy has declined from 22.9 percentage points to 18.34 
percentage points during 2001 to 2008, which indicates a positive sign of 
improvement in female literacy. 
 In reference to the district wise educational status of the Jammu and 
Kashmir state in general and district Budgam in particular.  The present area of 
study i.e, Tehsil Charari-Sharief falls in the jurisdiction of district Budgam. The 
below mentioned table 3.20 represents the educational status of the Tehsil. 
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Literacy Rate in Charari-Sharief Tehsil (2001-2008) 
Table No. 3.21 
Tehsil 2001 2008 
Charari- Sharief 
 
Male Female Total Male Female Total 
 
56% 39% 48% 63% 55% 60% 
Source: Hand book of statistics of District Budgam. 
The statistical data depicts that the literacy rate of Tehsil Charari-Sharief 
as per census 2001 was 48% with a dispersion of 56% in case of males and 39% 
in case of females, showing an inter-gender gap of 17 percentage points. The 
indicator stood at 60% in 2008 with a dispersion of 63% in favour of males and 
55% for females, showing a gender gap of 8 percentage points. 
The analysis of the literacy rate during 2001 -2008 reveals the encouraged 
results in the progression of literacy rate from 48.00% to 60%  in general and 
particular among females from 39% to 55%. 
Educational Status of Tehsil Charari- Sharief 
Education in its broadest sense of development is the most crucial input 
for empowering people with skills and knowledge and providing them access to 
productive empowerment in future.  Improvements in education are not only to 
enhance efficiency but also augment the overall quality of life. In order to 
represent the educational status of the Tehsil Charari-Sharief, field study has been 
conducted and five villages were selected (both rural/ urban in nature) as 
representative sample villages and 600 respondents were selected from the same 
selected sample villages to depict the educational status  of the whole Tehsil as 
shown in the below given table  3.22  
 
 
 
10 
 
Respondents Educational Status 
Table No. 3.22 
Name of 
the 
Surveyed 
village 
No. of 
Respond
ent 
Illiter
ate 
 
Total 
Literat
es 
Prima
ry 
Middl
e 
Hig
h 
H. 
sec 
Gradu
ate 
Post-
Gradu
ate 
 
Charari-
sharief 340 
84 
24.70
% 60 56 42 34 32 32 
265 
75.29% 
 
Darwan 
Nowgam 70 
34 
48.58
% 15 10 6 3 2 - 
36 
51.42% 
 
Chanyan 
chontnar 
 
 
80 
 
 
53 
66.25
% 
16 
 5 4 2 - - 
27 
33.75% 
 
Pakherpor
a 55 
18 
32.72
% 11 8 5 7 4 2 
37 
67.27% 
 
Hardu 
dalwan 55 
20 
36.36
% 15 10 5 3 2 - 
35 
63.63% 
 
Total 600 
209 
34.83
% 
117 
19.5
% 
89 
14.83
% 
62 
10.
34
% 
49 
8.17
% 
40 
6.66% 
34 
5.66% 
391 
65.16% 
Source: Field study 2010 
The statistical data shown in table 3.22 reveals that estimated literacy rate 
of sample area is 65.16% which is relatively higher than the district literacy rate 
of 51.83% in 2008. 
The highest estimated literacy rate in the sample area has been recorded in 
the main town of Charari-Sharief with the indicator standing at 75.29% and the 
illiteracy rate of 24.70% .Village Pakherpora stood at rank second with estimated 
11 
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literacy rate of 67.27% and illiteracy rate 32.72%.Village Hardu-Dalwan stood at 
rank third with estimated literacy rate of 63.63% and an illiteracy rate of 36.36%. 
Village Darwan- Nowgam stood at fourth rank with estimated literacy rate of 
51.42% and the illiteracy rate of 48.58%. Village Chalyan-Chontnar stood at 
bottom level with estimated literacy rate of 33.75% and the illiteracy rate of 
66.25%. 
Keeping in consideration the empirical evidence and qualitative 
information it was assessed that inter-village difference in literacy rate is very 
substantial at about 41.54 percentage points. On the one hand, there are two 
villages, Charari-Sharief and Pakherpora, where the literacy rate is 75.29% and 
67.27% respectively. While on the other hand the two villages, Hardu-Dalwan 
and Darwan-Nowgam, where the literacy rate is 63.63% and 51.42% 
respectively. Village Chalyan-Chontnar has lowest literacy rate of 33.75%. 
Within the first two villages the inter-village differential is  significant  at 8.02 
percentage points and  within the successive two villages (Hardu-Dalwan and 
Darwan- Nowgam) the inter-village differential is significant too at 12.21 
percentage points. The inter-village differential in literacy rate is very substantial 
at about 41.54 percentage points between highest literacy village Charari-Sharief 
(75.29%) and lowest literacy village Chalyan-Chontnar (33.75%). The basic 
reason behind such inter-village literacy disparity is rural backwardness and 
inadequate supply of various infrastructural and social facilities.   
Literacy/ Illiteracy Rate of Sample Villages in Tehsil Charari-Sharief.  2010 
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Gender wise literacy Rate in the Area of Study 
The field study has been conducted in five sample villages of the Tehsil for the 
population above 6years of age to represent the gender wise literacy rate as 
shown in the table 3.23 
Educational Status of Population above 6 years with reference to Gender 
wise literacy in the Area of study 
Table No. 3.23 
 
 
village 
No. of   
Surveyed 
Househol
ds 
Total Population  
above 6 years 
No. of Literates 
Total 
Literac
y Rate 
Mal
e 
Femal
e Total Male Female 
Tot
al  
 
Charari 
sharief 340 805 787 1592 
784 
(97.39)
% 
591 
(75.09)
% 
137
5 86.36% 
 
Darwan 
Nowgam 70 178 188 366 
105 
(58.98)
% 
50 
(26.59)
% 155 42.34% 
 
Chalyan 
chontnar 80 192 183 375 
84 
(43.75)
% 
35 
(19.12)
% 119 31.73% 
 
Pakherpora 55 134 123 257 
85 
(63.43)
% 
62 
(50.40)
% 147 57.19% 
 
Hardu 
Dalwan 55 123 132 255 
80 
(65.04)
% 
65 
(49.24)
% 145 56.86% 
 
Total 600 
143
2 1413 2845 
1138 
(79.46)
% 
803 
(56.82)
% 
194
1 68.22% 
Source: Field Study 2010 
As per the sample survey the data shown in table 3.23 reveals that the 
estimated literacy rate of sample area is 68.22% for the population above 6 years 
of age with a dispersion of 79.46% male’s and 56.82% female’s, there by 
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exhibiting a gap of 22.64 percentage points. While comparing gender gap in 
literacy, the gap is 17 percentage points in 2001 and 8 percentage points in 2008 
at district level. 
The highest estimated literacy rate in the sample area has been recorded in 
main town of Charari-Sharief with the indicator standing at 86.36% with 
corresponding dispersion of 97.39% males and 75.09% females showing a gap of 
22.3 percentage points. Village Pakherpora stood at rank 2
nd
 with estimated 
literacy rate of 57.19% with a dispersion of 63.43% males and 50.40% females 
showing a gap of 13.03 percentage points. Village Hardu-Dalwan stood at rank 
3
rd
 with estimated literacy rate of 56.86% with a dispersion of 65.04% males and 
49.24% females showing a gap of 15.8 percentage points. Village Darwan-
Nowgam stood at rank 4
th
 with estimated literacy rate 42.34% with a dispersion 
of 58.98% males and 26.59% females showing a gap of 32.39 percentage points. 
Village Chalyan-Chontnar stood at bottom level with estimated literacy of 
31.75% with a dispersion of 43.75% males and 19.12 females showing a gap of 
24.63 percentage points.   
While analyzing the inter-village differences regarding the literacy rate 
and  the gap in gender wise literacy rate as shown in table 3.22, Several factors 
are responsible among which the following merit consideration. 
The main town of Charari-Sharief is urban/rural in nature and occupies a 
significant position due to the religious implication of sacred shrine of “Sheikh-
Nooru-Deen Noorani” 
R.A
. Following Charari-Sharief the village Pakherpora is 
also rural in nature, but it also occupies a significant position because of the 
religious implication of sacred shrine of “Syed Aali” 
R.A
. So thousands of 
devotees visit the shrines from ancient times, there by provide economic 
opportunity to the village inhabitants. In addition various political parties, Non 
Governmental organization, Governmental organizations assisted the concerned 
villages financially resulted in the overall development.  
Among the entire five selected sample villages of tehsil, these witnessed 
outstanding progressive literacy rate in only four villages which are both 
rural/urban in nature. However in Chalyan-Chontnar, there existed decreased 
literacy rate mainly due to the more rural backwardness of the village. 
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Gender wise literacy rate in Charari-Sharief – 2010 
In the present study an effort has been made to analyze the developmental 
scenario of education system in the area of study with reference to the established 
indices like availability of schools both private as well as government, 
Enrollment at different stages, Drop out and Out of school children, Availability 
of teachers in Govt. Educational Institutions both males and females, and Teacher 
Student and Institution ratio in Govt. Educational institutions., as represented in 
table No. 3.24, 3.25, 3.26, 3.27, 3.28 and 3.29  respectively 
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Number of Educational Institutions in Tehsil Charari-Sharief (Both Govt. 
&private) 
Table No. 3.24 
Year 
 
Primary 
School Middle school High School High.Secondary 
 
Govt. Private Govt. Private Govt. Private Govt. Private 
 
2000 -01 30 2 10 2 2 1 1 - 
 
2001 -02 34 2 12 2 2 1 1 - 
 
2002 -03 34 2 12 3 2 1 1  
 
2003 -04 70 3 12 3 2 1 2 - 
 
2004 -05 70 3 12 3 2 1 2 - 
 
2005 -06 60 3 22 4 3 1 2 - 
 
2006 -07 60 4 22 4 3 1 2 -- 
 
2007 -08 60 5 22 5 3 1 2 - 
 
2008 -09 49 6 28 6 8 3 3 - 
 
2009 -10 49 6 28 6 8 3 3 - 
 
Total 55 34 11 3 
 Source: Zonal Education office Charari-Sharief. 2010 
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The data shown in table No. 3.24 reflects that during year 2000-01 at the 
block level there were 32 primary schools ( Govt.30 & private 2), the number 
increased to 55 ( Govt.49 & private 6 ) in 2009-10.  In case of middle schools 
there were 12 middle schools (Govt.10 & private 2) in 2000-01, which increased 
to 34 (Govt.28 & private 6) in 2009-10. Now in case of high schools there were 3 
high schools (Govt. 2 & private 1) which increased to 11 ( Govt.8 & private 3) in 
2009-10 and  in case of higher secondary schools there was only one  Govt. 
higher secondary school in 2000-01 and in 2009-10 the number reached to 3 
Govt. higher secondary schools. 
 
 
No. of Govt/Private Educational Institutions in Tehsil Charari-Sharief. 
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Stage wise Enrolment of children in Govt. Educational institutes in Tehsil 
Charari- Sharief (2003-2008) 
Table No. 3.25 
Year 
 
Pre-Primary Primary (i-v  class) Middle  (vi-viii class) 
Secondary(ix-xii 
class) 
 
Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 
2003-
04 
 
382 466 848 3023 2616 5639 1671 1692 3363 1870 1495 3365 
2004-
05 
 
721 466 1187 3327 3067 6394 1951 1712 3663 2002 1279 3281 
2005-
06 
 
952 1078 2030 3699 3325 7024 1869 1647 3516 1816 1418 3234 
2006-
07 
 
1016 1171 2187 3828 3689 7517 1935 1794 3729 1806 1428 3234 
2007-
08 
 
1051 1165 2216 3839 3693 7532 1947 1812 3759 1817 1447 3264 
Source: Zonal Educational office Charari- Sharief 2010 
The data shown in table 3.25 represents the stage wise enrollment in 
education at tehsil level during 2003-2004 to 2007-2008 indicate a substantial 
increase in enrolment for all levels, (pre primary, primary, middle, and 
secondary). At the pre-primary level from 848-2216, at primary level from 5639-
7532, at middle level from 1692-1812 and at secondary level the enrollment 
number decreased from 3365-3264. 
Gender specific data regarding enrolment indicates that the enrollment of 
girls at the pre-primary level increased from 466-1165, primary level increased 
from 2616-3693, at middle level increased from 1692-1812 but at secondary level 
decreased from 1495-1447 during 2003-04 to 2007-08.   
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Enrollment in Govermnent Educational Institutions in Tehsil Charari 
Sharief. 
Drop out / out of School  Children 
 The Dropout rate is the percentage of children dropping out of class/ classes in a 
given year. Along with children repeating a class a dropout rate gives an 
indication of about the wastage of school education and tends to undermine 
benefits of increased enrollment. The out of school children are the children 
never enrolled in either Government or private educational institute. The year 
wise profile of drop out children and out of school children in tehsil Charari-
Sharief is presented in the table No. 3.26 
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Table No. 3.26 
Drop-out and out of School Children 
Year 
 
Drop-out 
children 
Out of schools/Never Enrolled 
children Total 
 
2004-
2005 343 835 1178 
 
2005-
2006 261 627 888 
 
2006-
2007 137 331 468 
 
2007-
2008 105 133 238 
 
2008-
2009 95 125 220 
 
2009-
2010 67 95 162 
 Source: Zonal Education office Charari-Sharief .2010 
The empirical data regarding the drop out and out of school children 
reveals that there were 343 drop out and 835 out of school children in 2004-2005 
and consequently the number decreased to 67 drop out children and 95 out of 
school children in 2009-2010. Despite the availability of schooling facilities 
within the walking distance, some parents do not prefer to send their wards 
particularly female children to school especially in more rural areas. 
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Out of Schools / Dropouts from year 2004- 2010 
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Number of Teachers in Government Educational Institutions in Tehsil 
Charari-Sharief 
Table No. 3.27 
 
Year 
 
Primary schools 
 
Middle School 
High/ Hr. 
Secondary      School 
 
Total 
 
Mal
e 
Femal
e 
Tota
l 
Mal
e 
Femal
e 
Tota
l 
Mal
e 
Femal
e 
Tota
l 
Mal
e 
Femal
e 
Tota
l 
 
2003 -
04 100 42 142 113 40 153 105 32 137 318 114 432 
 
2004- 
05 118 42 160 148 42 190 96 36 132 362 120 482 
 
2005- 
o6 101 47 148 133 49 182 96 38 134 330 134 464 
 
2006- 
07 137 61 198 143 113 256 111 43 154 391 217 608 
 
2007- 
08 145 68 213 166 107 273 122 56 178 433 231 664 
Source: Zonal Education office Charari-Sharief 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22 
 
 
 
The data shown in table 3.27 reflects that during the year  2003-04 there 
were 142 teachers (100 male & 42 female) for primary schools there by 
generating a gender gap of 58 which  increased to 213 ( 145 male & 68 female) in 
2007-08 but gender gap increased to 77. In middle schools during 2003-04 there 
were 153 teachers (113 male & 40 female) generating a gender gap of 73, which 
increased to 273 (166 male & 107 female) in 2007-08 with decreased gender gap 
of 59. At high school and higher secondary level there were 137 teachers (105 
male  & 32 female) during 2003-04 with gender gap of 73 which increased to 178 
(122 male & 56 female) in 2007-08 with decreased gender gap of 66. In 
aggregate there were 432 teachers (318 male & 114 female) during 2003-04 with 
gender gap of 204, which increased to 664 (433 male & 231 female) with gender 
gap of 202. 
Teacher, Student and Institution Ratio in Govt. Educational Institutes from 
Primary to Higher secondary Level 
Table No. 3.28 
 
Year 
No. of 
Govt.   
Educational   
Institutes 
No. of 
Teachers 
No. of 
Students 
Institution       
Teacher        
Ratio 
Teacher 
Student 
Ratio 
Institution 
Student 
Ratio 
 
2003-04 86 432 12367 1:5 1:28 1:143 
 
2004-05 86 482 13308 1:5 1:27 1:55 
 
2005-06 87 464 13774 1:5 1:29 1:148 
 
2006-07 87 608 14480 1:7 1:24 1:166 
 
2007-08 87 664 14555 1:8 1:22 1:167 
Source:  Zonal Education Office Charari-Sharief  2010 
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  The data shown in table 3.28 reflects that with regard to the enrollment of 
students from primary to higher secondary it was 12367, with 432 available 
teachers and 86 institutions. As against this the number increased to 14555 
student’s enrollment, with 664 teachers and 87 teachers in 2007-08. This 
represents that the average number of students per school was 143 in 2003-04.  
Moreover the average number of students per institute has reached to 167 in 
2007-08, there by representing a progressive growth of student’s enrollment. The 
average number of teachers available was 5 in 2003-04 which reached to 8 in 
2007-08, thus showing an improved growth in the availability of teachers. With 
regard to teacher student ratio, in 2003-04 for every teacher the number of 
students was 28 which decreased as 1 teacher for 22 students which emphasize 
the quality education and with regard to institution student ratio, in 2003-04 there 
were 143 students in each institution which reached to 167 students in one 
institution in 2007-08. This obviously indicates the students increased enrollment 
scenario in the area of study. 
 Availability of Infrastructural Facilities  
After the declaration of National Policy on education in 1986, government 
of India launched a scheme in 1987, aimed at improving the infrastructural 
facilities in all educational institutions. The below given table 3.29 represents the 
scenario of infrastructural facilities available in educational institutions in the 
area of study.     
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Availability of Infrastructural Facilities in Educational Institutes in the Area 
of Study 
                                                  Table No. 3.29 
S.No. 
Infrastructural 
Facilities 
Primary 
school 
Middle 
school 
High school 
Hr. 
secondary 
1. 
Type of school 
Building 
Both Govt.  
&Rent 
Based 
Both Govt.  
&Rent 
Based 
Govertment Govertment 
2. 
Nature of school 
Building 
Semi-Pucca 
Semi-
Pucca 
Semi-Pucca 
& Pucca 
Semi-Pucca 
& Pucca 
 
3. 
Facilities for seating Matting Matting 
Wooden-
plank 
Wooden 
plank 
 
4. 
Computer lab 
facility 
Not 
Available 
Not 
Available 
Not 
Available Available 
 
5. 
Science lab facility 
Not 
Available 
Not 
Available 
Available Available 
 
6. 
Library facility 
Not 
Available 
Available Available Available 
 
7. 
Audio-visual-Aid Available Available Available Available 
 
8. 
Recreation facility 
(Sports) 
Available Available Available Available 
 
9. 
Play ground Available Available Available Available 
1 
0. 
Safe drinking water Available Available Available Available 
 
11. 
Proper sanitation Temporary Temporary Available Available 
 
12. 
Location 
Within 1  
Km 
Within 1 
Km 
Within 1  
Km 
Within 
Revenue  
    Rule 
Source: Field Study 2010 
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  The table 3.29 reveals that in the area of study, diverse infrastructural were 
available with accordance to the standard of educational institute like Primary 
standard, Middle, High and Higher Secondary standard. 
While analyzing the above given information regarding the availability of 
infrastructural and qualitative information.  It has been observed that in the area 
of study primary schools were both government owned and rent based, the school 
buildings were were semi-pucca in nature and were located within an easy reach 
of 1 Km’s distance. The facilities available for seating were only matting. There 
was availability of neither computer nor science lab. Some schools were 
equipped with audio-visual aid facility in the form of charts, radio etc., and 
recreational facility like sports facility and also the play ground facility. All the 
schools were having the piped water facility but sanitation facilities were 
temporary in nature. The provision of infrastructural facilities in the middle 
schools were same as in the primary schools but one exclusive facility was the 
availability of library facility observed in all the middle level schools. Moreover 
the high and higher secondary schools were also equipped with the identical 
facility like government owned buildings with both semi-pucca and pucca nature. 
The facility like science lab, library, recreational, play ground, proper sanitation 
and piped water facility and wooden plank for seating were present in both level 
schools. While as the higher secondary schools were equipped with one distinct 
facility, the computer lab facility. However higher secondary schools were found 
to be located within the revenue rule. The empirical data  given in  table  3.24, 
3.25, 3.26,  3.27,  3.28 & 3.29 reveals that  government has imparted a positive 
role in the overall educational development   through the implementation of 
various programmes and policies as mentioned below;  
Role of Government in the Educational Development  
In the National educational scenario, the J&K state is subsumed as 
educationally backward due to a range of reasons like irregular topography, the 
majority of population lives in far-flung and inaccessible areas, put up with many 
problems like easy access to institutions, lack of infrastructure, weather vagaries 
and political disturbance since last two decades etc.,Though instead of these 
innumerable problems, a large number of programmes have been implemented by 
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the Govt. of India in order to achieve the established indices like increased 
literacy, increased enrollment ratio, decreased drop out/ out of school children 
ratio, appropriate teacher pupil, institution pupil, teacher institution ratio for 
quality education, absorption pattern of the educated persons and availability of 
physical infrastructural facilities etc., So the two among the under 
implementation programmes are Sharva Shiksha Abiyan (SSA) and Mid- day-
Meals (MDMS).  
According to Economic Survey 2009-2010 (Directorate of Economics & 
Statistics), the major achievements at state level under SSA from 2002 to 2009 
may be summarized as under; 
I.  Extension of Access Number of Schools opened/ upgraded since 2002 
• 4014 new primary schools opened. 
• 5986 EGS centre’s converted into primary schools. 
• 4988 primary schools upgraded to the level of upper primary schools 
(Middle schools) 
• 1517 primary schools to be upgraded to Middle schools during current 
year.  
• 581 Middle schools upgraded to High Schools. 
• 363 High Schools upgraded to the level of Higher Secondary Schools 
II.   Contribution of SSA in Reduction of Out of School Children 
• No. of ‘Out of School children reduced from 3.76 lakhs to 0.52 lakhs.  
• The enrolment has increased to 19.50 lakh children. 
• Percentage of ‘children not attending’ school was reduced to 5.57% from 
7.8% in 2007-2008. 
• Dropout rate at primary level is 1.13% while as at upper primary level the 
indicator stands at 2.94%.  
III.       Education Manpower 
• 32286 Rehbar-e-Taleem Teachers have been engaged under SSA. 
• 1517 Head Teachers were provided to the schools. 
• 3835 Teachers trained 
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IV.       Physical Infrastructure 
• 4242 Primary School Buildings constructed out of set target of 8011 
primary school buildings. 3769 school buildings are at various levels of 
construction. 
• 563 Middle School Buildings have been completed and 503 are at various 
stges of development, and work on 937 class rooms has been accelerated. 
• 53 Primary Schools have been provided with toilet and drinking water 
facilities. 
• 4743 additional class rooms have been completed and 779 are at various 
stages of construction. 
V.  Quality Improvement 
• Capacity building programmes for teachers are being organized during 
vacations. 
• Teacher grant @ Rs 500/- is being provided to all Elementary Teachers 
annually for preparation of topic specific Teaching Learning Materials 
(TLMS). TLM was provided to 68426 Teachers. 
•  Learning Enhancement Programme has been initiated. 
VI.    Infrastructure Improvement 
• Annual School Grant @ Rs. 5000/- to 20883 Primary and @ Rs. 7000/- 
for 5967 Upper Primary Schools was provided to replace unserviceable 
articles in the Schools. 
• Maintenance grant is provided to Primary and Upper Primary Schools @ 
Rs. 7,500/- respectively for repairs/ renovation of school buildings. 
23045 Schools were covered during 2008-2009. 
VII.    Other Initiatives 
•  Free text books are being provided to all the children at elementary 
level. 
•   4488 Children with special needs have been provided assistive 
devices. 
• 76053 VEC Members were offered orientation/ training programmes. 
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• Remedial teaching has been provided to 55480 students on continuous 
basis         during 2008-2009. 
• The process of remedial teaching is monitored by the concerned 
DIETs. 
632 CAL centers have been established giving coverage to 726 Primary 
Schools.  
2.    Mid- Day- Meals Scheme 
           Pursuant to the directions of the Hon’ble Supreme Court, the Govt. of 
India approved the scheme “National Programme of Nutritional Support to 
Education, 2004 (NP-NSPE, 2004)” commonly known as Mid-Day-Meal Scheme 
with the objectives:- 
• To boost Universalization of Primary education (I-VIII) by 
improving       enrollment, attendance, retention, and learning levels 
of children, especially of those belonging to disadvantaged sections. 
•  To improve nutritional status of students at Primary stage. 
 The department of School Education is implementing the Mid-Day-Meals 
scheme. Both State and Central Assistance in the prescribed ratios is being 
provided for the said purpose.   
  So in context to the above given major achievements under Sharva 
Shiksha Abiyan (SSA) and Mid- day-Meals (MDMS), according to economic 
survey 2009-2010 at state level, no exception is with the area of study at tehsil 
level as the statistical data analysis given in the table 3.24, 3.25, 3.26, 3.27, 3.28 
and 3.29 and qualitative information reveals the following achievements in the 
educational scenario in the area of study. 
The increased number of educational institutions at different levels like 
primary schools increased from 32 in 2000-01 to 55 in 2009-10, middle schools 
increased from 12 in 2000-01 to 34 in 2009-10, high schools increased from 3 in 
2000-01 to 11 in 2009-10 and higher secondary schools increased from 1 in 
2000-01 to 3 in 2009-10. 
The increased number of enrollment of children at different stages/ levels 
like at pre- primary stage from 848 in 2003-04 to 2216 in 2007-08, at primary 
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stage from 5639 in 2003-04 to 7532 in 2007-08, at middle stage from 3363 in 
2003-04 to 3759 in 2007-08 and at secondary stage the number decreased from 
3365 in 2003-04 to 3264 in 2007-08. The decreased enrollment at secondary level 
reveals that so many social causes like early marriage among females, some 
parents do not allow their female children to continue their education, lack of 
school facilities at secondary level especially in far-flung and more rural villages 
etc.,  
The reduced number of drop-out children and out of school children/ 
never enrolled children from 1178 in 2004-05 to 162 in 2009-10. 
The increased number of institution teacher ratio from 1:5 in 2003-04 to 1:8 in 
2007-08 with decreased number of teacher student ratio from 1:28 in 2003-04 to 
1:22 in 2007-08 and increased institution student ratio from 1:143 in 2003-04 to 
1:167 in 2007-08. 
 The increased number of teachers at primary level from 142 in 2003-04 to 213 in 
2007-08, at middle level from 153 in 2003-04 to 273 in 2007-08 and at high & 
higher secondary level from 137 in 2003-04 to 178 in 2007-08. 
  In addition to the above represented achievements regarding the education 
system in the area of study, the Zonal Education Officer Charari-Sharief reported 
that so far as the financial assistance of  government is concerned, approximately 
the amount Rs 12,66,335/ is expenditure for text books per year, Rs 18,20,700 for 
mid-day-meals per year, Rs 4,31,275 for scholarship per  year to schedule caste 
and high merit students and Rs 57,40,000 for construction purposes per year. All 
these efforts resulted in the development of education system in the area of study 
along with the increased literacy among both males and females. 
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evelopment being used to describe the process of social 
and economic transformation is the conscious and 
institutionalized attempt or planned change, which is the 
unique phenomenon of the twentieth century. It Started in the 
erstwhile USSR (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) in 1917 and 
acquired the universal appeal in much of Asia, Africa and Latin 
America after Second World War. Development can be simply 
understood as a change involving modification in the existing man-
environment relationship. So Within the dynamic process of 
development, social development and economic development are the 
two sides of the same coin and both are a pre-requisite for each other. 
Economic development is meaningless unless it is accompanied by 
improvements in social services or social welfare for the population 
as a whole. This study was meant to reproduce and analyze the 
change which resulted in the increased economic productivity, 
prosperity and new and more complex forms of social structure and 
organization. Furthermore, the nature of socio-economic development 
was also analyzed in terms of the ability to produce an adequate and 
growing supply of goods and social services productively and 
efficiently, to accumulate capital and to distribute the fruits 
production in a relatively equitable manner. In this context the role of 
state was assessed and explored to depict the nature and prospects of 
socio-economic development in the universe of the study.   
 In this endeavor, various facets of the research problem such 
as concept of development, social development, economic 
development, conceptual meaning and assessment of socio-economic 
D
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development were explored. Moreover various studies on 
development perspectives were consulted as a secondary source. 
While tracing the evolution of socio-economic development at 
national, state and regional levels, it was observed that the socio-
political situation provided a prolific ground for its growth, as the 
country began the process of socio-economic development, only after 
independence with the start of five year planes followed by economic 
planning and economic reforms. 
 The state of Jammu and Kashmir having a vast potential for 
socio-economic development. But till the recent past, despite having 
fertile soils, abundant mineral resources, the unlimited waters in its 
snow-fed rivers, the immense green wealth of its vast forests, the 
matchless skill of its world famous crafts men, and the salubrious 
climate, its inhabitants plunged into hunger, deprivation, epidemics 
and ignorance and have had to track down to the towns of the Punjab 
to work as coolies and other menial job workers in order to earn 
money to pay land revenue to the feudal administration and interest to 
the money lenders. The feudalism and its related institutions, 
therefore made the people a miserable victim of serfdom and horrible 
pauperism. The regimes were autocratic and whenever some reforms 
were made, these were motivated neither by the consideration of 
improving people’s condition, nor by a sense of social Justice, but by 
the need only to safeguard their political interest, and to perpetuate 
their rule. So the same situation compelled the people of the Kashmir 
to launch a long freedom struggle (in 1931) against the Dogra 
Autocracy.  The freedom struggle was organized, guided and 
conducted by Muslim Conference headed by Sheikh Mohammad 
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Abdullah. The main object and ideal of the freedom struggle was to 
seek a re-organized socio-economic and political system as fostered 
by the Dogras. So in order to liberate the people of the state from 
exploitation, oppression, backwardness, poverty etc., the National 
Conference presented to them a programme in the form of a 
manifesto called “Naya Kashmir” or “New Kashmir" and the freedom 
struggle organized under National Conference gave itself a 
responsible government and meanwhile Kashmir took strides in 
socio-economic development. As promised under ‘New Kashmir’ 
programme, the National Conference Government abolished all 
Jagirs and big landed estates, a network of arts and crafts emporia for 
the artisans of Kashmir in all the principal cities of India were opened 
to popularize and provide market for the arts and crafts of Kashmir, 
training centre for various arts and crafts were opened by Government 
to improve the quality and quantity of art and craft goods, lot of 
investment was made in Tourist Industry; Infrastructural facilities 
roads transport and other social services were made available, 
education and health service sectors were given supreme attention.  
The socio-economic and political reconstruction of Jammu and 
Kashmir resulted in flourished economic prosperity and social and 
cultural development. So in the area of study the process of socio-
economic development was analyzed in the course of empirical 
investigation. The following tools and techniques like questionnaire, 
interview and non participant observation were employed to gather 
the data. The findings of the research problem enabled us to disclose 
the prevailing socio-economic conditions and other related facts and 
figures regarding the area of study. Moreover, the present work laid 
emphasis on the socio-economic profile of Charari-Sharief tehsil-the 
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universe of the study. The exploration was meant to analyze the 
socio-economic development of the area of study after the political 
re-construction in the decline of Dogra rule/Autocratic rule. A 
comprehensive study was carried out to explore and analyze the 
various reformative, rehabilitative and developmental measures 
implemented through various programmes and policies by 
Government and Non-government organizations. The process of 
socio-economic development involves the overall scenario of socio-
economic structure of the area of study. The variables like agriculture 
& horticulture, art & craft and education were dealt with and the main 
findings of the study revealed that a significant progress/ 
development has been made in the area since 1947. For instance 
agriculture & horticulture being the indispensable component of rural 
economy witnessed both qualitative and quantitative change through 
the implementation of reformative measures like the Big Landed 
Estates Abolition Act 1950 and Agriculturalist Debt Relief Act which 
accompanied the abolition of Jagirdari system coupled with agrarian 
reform brought about fundamental changes in the socio-economic 
scenario. The land which became available by the enactment of these 
laws and by the resumption of Jagirs and Muafis was allotted to 
actual cultivators or tenants who till then were simply tenants-at-will 
and hence at the mercy of the land-lords. Reforms changed their 
troubles for good. Secure possession and ownership of land go hand 
in hand with high productivity and more yield resulted in the sure and 
revolutionary effect on the social and economic upliftment of the 
rural people. The findings reveal that along with reformative 
measures the government boosted the progressive change by 
imparting chemical fertilizers, insecticides; pesticides etc., through 
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cooperatives, besides these incentives government started the 
programmes of demonstration of high yielding variety seeds, usage of 
chemical fertilizers in divided doses etc., based on scientific 
innovations, which changed the primitive rural economy into a 
modern one. Furthermore the agricultural economy has been boosted 
by the development of horticulture on commercial scale and all these 
developmental activities have transformed the entire socio-economic 
scenario and brought about a great improvement in the standard of 
living of the people inhabiting in the area. 
The findings revealed the art and craft has special socio-
economic significance due to its vast potential for economic activities 
like generation of employment and revenue. Besides this the findings 
also reveal that as a result of social change followed by cultural 
change the traditional art & craft works have been replaced by new 
ones and realizing the vast potential for employment. In this respect 
the government provided the positive role by undertaking various 
programmes and policies like different craft training programmes for 
youth especially females with suitable amount of stipend per month 
and implementation of various welfare measures for weavers like 
market assistance schemes, loan facilities etc., 
Education is one of the important indicators for socio-economic 
development. It acts as a foundation stone for any scientific 
environment and technological development. Taking into 
consideration the educational scenario, the findings reveal that it has 
witnessed a progressive change like the increased literacy with 
increased enrollments, reduced drop out and out of school children, 
increased number of primary schools, middle schools, high schools 
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and higher secondary schools, besides all this, needful improvement 
has been made in the availability of different infrastructural facilities. 
In the upliftment of education system the government has provided a 
positive role by the implementation of various centre sponsored 
policies and programmes like Mid-day-Meals programme, free book, 
scholarships and Sarva Shikhsha Abiyan (SSA) scheme etc., all this 
resulted in the progressive change both qualitatively and 
quantitatively. 
In Conclusion the forgoing summary of the study reveals the 
area of study has witnessed a progressive change since 1947. 
However in the extension of social amenities there existed inter-
village disparities among rural/ urban, backward/ forward and far-
flung villages of the area. As the social amenities play a vital rule in 
the process of economic development followed by social 
transformation. So In spite of the fact that significant progress / 
development has been made in the area of study, but still the existing 
amenities are not adequate in the more rural and far-flung villages of 
the area. The distributional pattern of villages from the developmental 
point of view reveals the main town of Charari-Sharief witnessed 
more progress/development followed by Pakherpora, Darwon-
Nowgam, Hardu-Dalwan and consequently at end Chalyan-Chontnar.   
 
Suggestions for Future Strategy      
On the basis of present study a number of area specific 
suggestions have been made in the following lines which may be of 
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immense help in the proper management of various developmental 
policies and programmes for socio-economic development. 
• There is an urgent need of basic infrastructural facilities like 
roads, transport, health centre’s etc., in more rural and far-
flung villages. 
• There is a need for development of irrigation facilities as the 
whole area of study is hilly in nature and water retaining 
capacity of the soil is very less. 
• There is a need to change the agriculture development strategy 
from food security mode to the value addition mode by 
growing certain high value products like saffron and zeera 
(cumin seeds), as the area is characterized by sloppy landscape 
and there are good chances of cultivation of high value and 
low volume crops. 
• There is a need of proper market facility to the growers 
especially by promoting the private initiative in the marketing 
of products. 
• There should be emphasis on the optimum use of land by using 
high density crops by collaboration with Sheri-Kashmir-
University of Agriculture and Scientific Technology 
(SKUAST), which has developed certain technology. 
•  There should be easy availability of Seeds, fertilizers, 
pesticides etc., to the far-flung and more rural villages along 
with availability of roads and transport services. 
• There should be improvement of productivity of weavers 
through enhancement of skills, introduction of more efficient 
38 
 
equipments and availability of raw material needed for 
particular craft. 
• The government should provide material to the weavers on 
subsidy basis for particular craft instead of cash payment, in 
order to reduce the exploitation made by the middle man or 
money lenders. 
• Government should take steps to provide necessary support in 
design development, production and marketing of various 
handicraft products. 
• There is a need to enhance the modern infrastructural facilities 
like availability of computer labs, science labs etc., in all level 
educational institutions. 
• Steps should be taken to ensure a higher enrollment ratio 
among girls by providing supplementary incentives. 
• Checking squad should be deputed in order to observe whether 
the centrally sponsored schemes like Mid-day-Meal’s, 
provision of free books, scholarships etc., are working and the 
beneficiaries are benefited or not. 
• Last but not least suggestion is that the main purpose of the 
process of socio-economic development is how best scientific 
innovations and modern technological development could be 
strap up for the purpose of accelerating development. So to 
achieve this objective, it is essentially needed that planning of 
different policies and programmes be done at micro level 
rather than at macro levels, because the problems at micro 
levels significantly vary from macro level. 
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Socio-economic Development of Jammu and Kashmir, A Case Study of Charari-Sharief Tehsil in 
J&K 
 
“Questionnaire” 
 
Annexure I 
 
HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTIC (SOCIO DEMOGRAPHICS) 
 
 
1.1 Serial No. ______________ 
1.2 Name of the village _____________________ 
1.3 Name of the Head of the House Hold ____________________ 
1.4 Occupation of the Head of the family. 
1) Farmer 
2) Skilled Labour (Potter, Craft worker, Black smith etc.) 
3) Govt. Employee 
4) Retired Govt. employee. 
5)  Private employee, contractor. 
6) Any 0ther Specify 
1.5 Type of house  
1)   Pucca              ______ 
2) Semi Pucca     ______ 
3) Kacha             _______ 
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1.6 Type of family  
1) Joint  _______ 
2) Nuclear  _______                                                                          
1.7 Give total number of household members   Age Group       Male        
Female      
                                                                       i. 0-5 yrs   -------        ---
---- 
                                                                                    ii. 6 -14 yrs      -------        ----
---                                
                                                                               iii.15-25 yrs    --------       ----
----              
                                                                              iv. 26-36 yrs     --------      ---
-----            
                                                         v. 37-47 yrs      --------      ----
---- 
                                                                                  vi.48-60 yrs    --------      -----
---        
vii. 60+            --------      ----
---- Total                 -------       
-------- 
 
1.7.1 Educational Status of Household members above 6 years of age.  
Male          
Female 
                                                                i.   Pre-Primary         -------         -----
-- 
                                                               ii. 5th                       -------           ----
---- 
                                                                     iii. 8th                      --------         -----
--- 
                                                                      iv. 10th                     --------         ----
---- 
                                                             v.   12
th
                    ---------         ----
---- 
50 
 
                                                                     vi. Graduate           ----------        -----
--- 
                                                                vii. Post Graduate     --------        -----
---- 
                                                           viii.   P.G
+                       ---------------        ---------
------ 
1.8  Name of the respondent/ occupation ________________________ 
1) Housewife. 
2) Farmer. 
3) Skilled Labour. 
4) Govt. employee. 
5) Student. 
6) Retired Govt. employee. 
7) Any Other Specify 
   1.8 1.Age of the respondent _________________ 
  1.8.2. Marital status  
               1) Married ____________    
              2) Unmarried___________ 
  1.8.3. Sex: 
            1)  Male _____________  2) Female _____________ 
  1.8.4. Educational status of the respondent 
           a) Illiterate _________________          b) Up to 5
th
 
standard_______________ 
           c) Middle pass_____________             d) 10th Pass___________________ 
          e) Higher Education___________         f) 
Graduate_____________________ 
          g) P.G +______________________      h) Any other 
specify_____________ 
  1.9 Family income/Month    
1) Up to Rs. 5000_______________________ 
 2)   Rs. 5000 -15000______________________ 
 3)   Rs. 15000 – 2O000____________________ 
    4)   Rs. 20000 & above ____________________ 
1.10 Source of drinking water  Piped water __________________ 1) 
Ground water _________________2) 
Surface water _________________3)  
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                                              Annexure- II 
AGRICULTURE / HORTICULTURE / IRRIGATION 
 
S.No Questions and filters                   Coding category Go to  
2.1 Primary source of income Agriculture / Horticulture ____________1) 
Non-agriculture (Specify) ____________2) 
 
2.2 Secondary source of income  Agriculture / Horticulture ____________1) 
Non-agriculture (Specify) ____________2) 
 
 
2.3 What is your land holding?  In Kanals _____________________  
2.4 Land under different crops? (in 
Kanals) 
I.    % of land under paddy  
II)   % of land under fruits  
III)  % of land  (mixed)  
Fruits, Pulses, Vegetables ____________1) 
Paddy, Fruits, Pulses  _______________2) 
Vegetables________________________3)    
 
2.5 What is the main source of 
irrigation  
Rain water ________________________1)     
Ground water______________________2) 
Surface water _____________________3) 
Any other specify__________________(4) 
2.6 What type of agricultural 
implements do you use?  
Plough ___________________________1) 
Sickles ___________________________2) 
Spades ___________________________3) 
Thrashers_ _______________________4) 
Power Spray ______________________5) 
Foot Pump _______________________6) 
All ______________________________7) 
 
2.7 What type of fertilizers do you 
use?   
Wheat / Maize / Paddy     Orchards  
1) Urea     ________          _______ 
2) DAP     ________          _______ 
      3)   MOP     ________         _______ 
      4)   All        _______            _______ 
 
2.8 Do you use pesticides / 
insecticides?  
Yes _____________________________1) 
No. _____________________________2) 
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2.9 
 
Whether Govt. is providing any 
sort of help/ support in 
Agriculture / Horticulture & 
Irrigation practices  
 
Yes _____________________________1) 
No. _____________________________2) 
If yes, give details __________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
 
2.10 What type of high yielding 
variety seeds (HYV) seeds do 
you use? 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
 
2.11 What type of high yielding fruit 
plant have you planted  
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
 
2.12 Do you produce surplus grains  Yes _____________________________1) 
No. _____________________________2)  
 
2.13 Per annum income of the 
surplus production including 
fruits  
Rs. _______________________________ 
__________________________________ 
 
2.14 How do you sell the surplus 
production  
Barter ___________________________1) 
Cash ____________________________2) 
Both ____________________________3)  
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Annexure III 
Art/Craft 
 
3.1 What sort of craft activities are 
carried out here  
Embroidery Works _________________1) 
Carpet weaving ____________________2) 
Pottery ___________________________3) 
Kangari making ___________________4) 
Any other specify __________________5) 
 
  3.2        How many members of your 
family are engaged with craft 
activities? 
All ______________________________1) 
Only females ______________________2) 
Only males _______________________3) 
Both ____________________________4) 
Any other specify__________________5) 
 
3.3 Monthly income based on craft 
activities.  
Rs 1000 - 2000.____________________1) 
Rs 2000 – 4000.____________________2) 
Rs 4000 -6000._____________________3)  
Rs 6000 – above___________________ 4)       
 
3.4 Are you able to meet all your 
family needs/expenses? 
Yes. _____________________________1) 
No ______________________________2) 
 
3.5 If No, how you manage your 
economic affairs. 
  _________________________________ 
   ________________________________ 
 
3.6 
 
 
 
The women folk of your family are 
mainly engaged with 
 
 
Domestic work,____________________1) 
Agriculture _______________________2) 
 craft ____________________________3) 
Govt. jobs ________________________4) 
Any other Specify_________________(5) 
 
3.7 
 
Is there any Govt. organized 
vocational centre for females 
between the age of 15- 45years? 
 
Yes _____________________________1) 
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No ______________________________2) 
 
 
3.8 
 
 
 
Do the trainees get the monthly 
stipend? 
 
 
Yes _____________________________1) 
No ______________________________2) 
 
 
 
3.9 
 
 
 
If yes how much per month. 
 
 
 
Rs. 100-200/-______________________1) 
Rs.200-300/- _____________________ 2) 
Rs. 300- above_____________________3) 
 
 
3.10 
 
 
Do you get the appropriate wages 
of your craft work? 
 
Yes _____________________________1) 
No ______________________________2) 
 
3.11 
 
 
 
 
Do you think you are economically 
exploited by the person who owns 
the raw material and tools for 
craft? 
 
Yes______________________________1) 
No ______________________________2) 
 
 
3.12 
 
 
If yes, give details 
 
--------------------------------------------- 
--------------------------------------------- 
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3.13 
 
The trade activities in your village 
are mainly owned/dominated by  
 
Locals___________________________1) 
Out siders_________________________2) 
Any other specify__________________3) 
Both locals, outsiders _______________4) 
 
3.14 Do you think you are exploited by 
the middle man in Embroidery 
Works  
Yes _____________________________1) 
No______________________________2) 
 
3.15 If yes give, give detail 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------- 
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Annexure-IV 
Education 
4.1 Do  you have any of these 
educational institutions in 
your village 
Primary school ______________1) 
Middle school _______________2) 
High School------------------------3) 
HigherSecondary_____________4) 
Any Other Specify___________(5)   
 
4.2 The Educational institutions 
are 
Govt. ______________________1) 
Private ____________________2) 
Both_______________________3) 
 
4.3 Do you think the location of 
the school is convenient or 
within easy reach? 
Yes_______________________1) 
No._______________________2) 
 
4.4 What is the distance 
between your residence and 
school 
1 Km …………………..……….1) 
2 Km’s ………………….……  2) 
Near……………………………3) 
 
4.5 Do you send your female 
children above 6 years to 
schools 
Yes _______________________1) 
No. _______________________2) 
 
4.6 If No Give reasons …………………………………… 
…………………………………… 
…………………………………… 
 
4.7 Do you have the 
infrastructural facilities 
available in your schools ? 
Yes _______________________1) 
No. _______________________2) 
 
4.8 What are the facilities 
available for seating 
Wooden Plank ______________1) 
Mat_______________________2) 
Any other __________________3) 
Wooden plank, Mat __________4) 
 
4.9 Do you have the sufficient 
teaching faculty available in 
Yes _______________________1)  
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your school? No. _______________________2) 
 
4.10 
 
How many Primary Schools 
have been upgraded in your 
village for last ten years 
 
One_______________________1) 
Two_______________________2) 
Three______________________3) 
No one ___________________ 4) 
 
4.11 How many Middle Schools 
have been upgraded in your 
village for last ten years 
One……………………………1) 
Two…………………………….2) 
Three…………………………..3) 
No one………………………..4) 
 
4.12 Are the books provided to all 
the children in the schools 
free of cost? 
Yes _______________________1) 
NO_______________________2) 
Any other specify______________  
____________________________ 
 
4.13 Do all the children get Mid 
Day Meals in the Schools 
Yes _____________________1) 
No_____________________2) 
Any other specify __________ 
________________________ 
 
4.14 Do you think the Mid-Day- 
Meal Programme has 
accelerated the enrolment of 
the children in the schools 
Yes ___________________1) 
No____________________2) 
Don’t  know____________3) 
 
4.15 Do all the children get the 
incentives like Free Uniform 
and Scholarship from School 
administration 
Yes ___________________1) 
No____________________2) 
Any other specify______________  
____________________________ 
 
4.16 Do you think your schools 
have the Audio-Visual Aid 
facilities available for 
teaching? 
Yes ___________________1) 
No. ___________________2) 
 
 
4.17 Do you have the availability 
of computer Lab. facility in 
your school 
Yes ___________________1) 
No. ___________________2) 
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4.18 Do the schools have any 
recreational facilities? 
Yes___________________1)  
  No  ___________________1) 
 
 
 
 Research Investigators Observation 
 
 
 
 
 
                                         
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                
 
Place___________________ 
 
Date____________________ 
 
 
  
 
 Remarks of the Supervisor_______________________________________________ 
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